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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride, see our Ride Schedule on page 8, or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
Chapter Directors
Lyle & Sheri Altes
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Chapter Meetings
3rd Tuesdays @ Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX
78753. Join us at 6:00 pm to eat
and visit. Meeting starts @ 7:00
p.m.

Hey O
To start off with, we want to wish all of you a Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year!! It has been a
great year and a real pleasure serving as your Chapter Directors as we look forward to another great year
ahead.
We had a great time at this year’s Christmas Party. It was great to see so many of you there,
and if you couldn’t make it, we missed you and hope you can make it next year. At the party
we announced that the Chapter is honoring Tom & Dawn Sprague as our 2018 Couple of the
Year. Tom and Dawn have always been there for whatever the chapter and it members
need. They are a fine example of our chapter and its members. We are very proud to have
them as our Chapter ‘O’ Couple of the Year.
Hubert Jackson has decided to step down as our Chapter Treasurer. He has done an outstanding job but feels it is time to pass the baton. We are happy to announce that Tricia Winfield has agreed to be our Chapter Treasurer and we know she will do a fantastic job. We
also announced that John & Wanda Osborn will be our Ways & Means officers but we are
looking for some assistants. This is a very important job that includes running the silent auction at the Bluebonnet Rally and collecting and cataloging all of the items in the auction.
Please join us on Jan 1st for our Annual Polar Bear Ride. Weather is not cooperating so we
will all meet at Dales’s Essenhaus in Walburg at 11:45 a.m. (NO meeting in Seward Junction)
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes • 512-897-0860

Director
Jim & Alvalin Woodul • 254-634-4658

Assistant Director
Ken and Teri Burnett • 512-497-1259

Assistant Director
Dan & Donna Rymarz • 847-702-6667

Educator
Open

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague • 858-755-6071

Secretary/Treasurer
Tricia Winfield • 512-576-9985

Ride Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese • 512-744-3635

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague • 512-301-3092

Ride Coordinator
Open

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett • 512-497-1259

Assistant Educator
Chris Schoenthal • 972-660-6286

Couple of the Year 2017-2018
Tom & Dawn Sprague • 858-755-6071

Treasurer
Tim Brooks • 254-290-5462

Newsletter Editor
Kathy Reese • 512-848-3144

District Trainer
Open

Ways and Means
John & Wanda Osborn • 512-528-8105

Assistant District Trainer
Jim Scholes • 832-627-8423

Webmaster
Lyle Altes • 512-897-0860

MEC Coordinators
Lyle and Sheri Altes • 512-897-0860

Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague • 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas • 512-832-9559
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn • 512-528-8105
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Kathy Reese, • 512-848-3144
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Randy Reese • 512-744-3635
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s January 2018 Gathering will be Tuesday,
January 16, 2018, at Thomas Buffet, 9710 N Lamar
Blvd, Austin, TX 78753 (2 blocks north of Rundberg
Ln. on west side). Come join us at 6:00pm to eat and
visit with your friends. The meeting will start at 7:00
pm.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!

COY Coordinators
Dale & Carleen Garrett • 254-554-4123
CHOY Coordinator
Sheri Altes • 512-415-1920
2016-2017 COY
Sal & Phylis Pesta • 210-662-8161
Vendor Coordinator
Michael Pineda • 210-707-6071
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague • 858-755-6071
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell • 512-591-7631
Activities Coordinator
Open
Entertainment Coordinator
Open

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR
2017-2018
CHAPTER “O”
COUPLE OF THE YEAR

Tom
&
Dawn
Sprague
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Blue Santa
Fun Run

Assistant Directors
Ken and Teri Burnett

Ken & Teri Burnett
We had 4 people on 2 bikes and a cage meetup
at McDonald's in Round Rock for the ride over
to Central Texas Powersports for the Blue Santa Fun Run.
I could not believe it when after arriving and
greeting the others and I realized that I had arrived 5 minutes late for the departure time of a
ride that I had planned and was leading! I don't
know what I was thinking, confused I guess because we had a full day with 3 separate events.
After having a laugh about it, we made the ride
arriving 15 minutes later then planned. We had
4 others from Chapter O meet us there, 2 on 1
bike and 2 in a cage.
There was still a pretty good turn out at
CTPS despite the
gloomy weather forecast. We left CTPS
just before 11:00 am
in 1 large group of
bikes escorted by the
Georgetown police. We had a nice 35 minute
ride (332370-01) through the country on several
back roads before ending up at the new
Georgetown Police Department on D.B. Woods
Drive in Georgetown.
We were greeted by a large group and Blue
Santa, that cheered us on as we parked. We
carried in the toys and were greeted with many
thanks, well wishes and home made cookies
with hot coffee. We took photos and enjoyed our
refreshments will watching kids come in and
meet with Santa.
This is truly a Great
Event serving
some 500 plus
families and 1200 –
1500 kids get to
have a Merry
Christmas!
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Hey “O”, Happy Holidays to all!
Here we are in the middle of the holiday season,
that busy season. All the craziness will be over
soon and we will be ready to start a new year of
adventures with a Polar Bear Ride. Hopefully the
weather will cooperate, but you never know here
in Texas. It has been somewhat unpredictable
and crazy lately. We have had hot, cold, rain and
even snow here in Texas.
I don't know about you, but I am interested to see
what the new year and the GWRRA changes will
bring. I am hopeful that we can all work together
and make this a great year of riding, friendship
and Fun!

Update on the
Run For the Wall® We Ride for Those
Who Can’t
May 16-25, 2018

Al Hancock &
Claire Nybro
John & Wanda Osborn are going to accompany
Al & I on the Run For the Wall, although they will
have to catch up with us somewhere in Arkansas
or Mississippi as they have District business to
attend to around the time that Al & I will be joining
the RFTW group in Grand Prairie.
I am so excited that they are coming! Wanda & I
will both spend our birthdays on the back of a
trike (mine is 5/22 and hers is 5/23), so the
trip will be a milestone in more ways than one! I
know we have other vets in the Chapter and they
are all invited - the more the merrier!
For more info, visit: https://rftw.us/

3

January 2018

Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter

www.goldwingaustin.org

Membership Enhancement
Coordinator
Dawn Sprague
OH YEAH — CHAPTER O
It was so great seeing everyone at our Annual Chapter O Christmas Party on December 2nd at Catfish
Parlour South. A Big Welcome to Fred & Jackie
Brotschul. They have visited our Chapter in the past
when they were down visiting their daughter. Now,
they have moved to Austin!! It was also great seeing
Juan Vargas and he brought his wife, Jan. Tom
Sprague brought his brother Phillip, and his son
Zachary. Lyle & Sheri Altes brought their very young
granddaughter Amy. Again, A Big Welcome!!!

BIRTHDAYS

January 3 ♦ Mark Heene
January 4 ♦ Russ Eaton
January 9 ♦ Boonmee Laue
January 13 ♦ Dave Strebbing
January 16 ♦ John Conniff
January 23 ♦ Patty Browder
January 25 ♦ John Osborn
January 26 ♦ Charlie Diggs

Lyle and Sheri Altes "THANKED" all their staff who
were a tremendous help to them in 2017. Kathy
Reese has taken over the Newsletter from Sheri Altes, Tricia Winfield is our new Treasurer as Hubert
Jackson stepped down after 5 Years and John &
Wanda Osborn took over the position of Ways &
Means from Dave & Shirley Srebbing. We really
"THANK" those that held these positions in 2017 and
we "THANK" those that have stepped up for those
that stepped down!!! Lyle & Sheri also announced
our Chapter's Couple of the Year--the honor went to
Tom & Dawn Sprague.
We started a "Ride 50/50" in May 2017. It was fun if
someone remembered to bring the tickets. Anyway,
there was $20.00 in the "Pot" and it went to Ken Burnett. Thank you to all those that participated!!

ANNIVERSARIES

A big THANK YOU to Charlie & Julie Diggs for bringing the beautiful cake & ice cream. It sure didn't last
long!!! You guys are Awesome!!!

January 13 ♦ Jim & Johnnie Faye Tidwell
January 27 ♦ Harry & Polly Bowers

I do believe that everyone enjoyed our Gift Exchange. There was only 1 "hiccup" as when anyone
wanted to "appropriate" the cheesecake that Sheri
Altes had gotten, their adorable granddaughter Amy
would start crying and throw herself into her grandmother's lap. Talk about a secret weapon!! BUT the
last person was able to exchange his wrapped present for the Cheesecake!! YUM YUM!!! :-)
Hope to see everyone at our Next Chapter Meeting
on Jan. 16th

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES
2016 ♦ Patty Browder
2016 ♦ Bob Houser
2007 ♦ Bob Huard

Til then . . .
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun
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RIDER EDUCATOR
Randy & Kathy Reese
Texas District
Educators

Hello Texas Riders
I visit the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)
website frequently to keep up to date on safety issues and ideas. This is an older document from
the site, but still relevant to today’s sport.
QUICK TIPS: General Guidelines for Riding a
Motorcycle Safely
Be visible:
• Remember that motorists often have trouble seeing motorcycles and reacting in time.
• Make sure your headlight works and is on day
and night.
• Use reflective strips or decals on your clothing
and on your motorcycle.
• Be aware of the blind spots cars and trucks have.
• Flash your brake light when you are slowing
down and before stopping.
• If a motorist doesn’t see you, don’t be afraid to
use your horn.

www.goldwingaustin.org

ence of alcohol or other drugs.
• Know and follow the rules of the road, and stick to the
speed limit.
Know your bike and how to use it:
• Get formal training and take refresher courses.
• Practice. Develop your riding techniques before going
into heavy traffic.
Know how to handle your bike in conditions such as
wet or sandy roads, high winds, and uneven surfaces.
Remember: Give yourself space. People driving
cars often just don’t see motorcycles. Even when
drivers do see you, chances are they’ve never been
on a motorcycle and can’t properly judge your
speed.
Ride Safely, Ride Often, and HEY – be careful out
there!
Randy & Kathy Reese
Texas District Educators
txed@gwrra-tx.org
512-744-3635 – Randy cell
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell

All The Gear All The Time

Dress for safety:
• Wear a quality helmet and eye protection.
• Wear bright clothing and a light-colored helmet.
• Wear leather or other thick, protective clothing.
• Choose long sleeves and pants, over-the-ankle
boots, and gloves.
• Remember – the only thing between you and the
road is your protective gear.
Apply effective mental strategies:
• Constantly search the road for changing
condtions. Use MSF’s Search, Evaluate, Execute
strategy (SEESM) to increase time and space safety
margins.
• Give yourself space and time to respond to
other motorists’ actions.
• Give other motorists time and space to respond
to you.
• Use lane positioning to be seen; ride in the part of
a lane where you are most visible.
• Watch for turning vehicles.
• Signal your next move in advance.
• Avoid weaving between lanes.
• Pretend you’re invisible and ride extra defensively.
• Don't ride when you are tired or under the influ-

POLAR BEAR RIDE
Jan 1, 2018
Since weather is predicted to be VERRRY cold
and possibly rainy on New Year’s Day. We have
decided to meet at Dale’s Essenhaus at 11:45.
(there will be no meeting at Seward Junction)
Of course, you can feel free to ride your bike if you
are game but 4 wheelers will be safer and much
warmer that day. See everyone there!
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INTERNATIONAL
COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Randy & Kathy Reese

Big Bend Holiday
Spectacular
Hello Texas Riders!
The week before Christmas, we had the pleasure of taking
some of our dear friends on a trip to Big Bend. We have been
there many times but this would be their first adventure there
and we titled our trip the “Big Bend Holiday Spectacular”.
We headed out early in the morning and our first stop was Fredericksburg where we enjoyed a
great breakfast at the City Café.
We had to show them the Pecos
River Bridge and then it was on
to Langtry to see Judge Roy
Bean’s Place - The Jersey Lilly
and where the Judge held court
as “The Law West of the Pecos”.
To end our day, we stopped in
Marathon and we stayed in the
quaint cabins at the Marathon
Motel and RV Park. A friend
from high school owns the place
and he happened to be there
during our stay so we got a
chance to catch up on each other’s lives while reminiscing a bit
about the “good old days”.
Day 2, we adventured into Big
Bend National Park where we
went to the Chisos Basin and
took a hike to the Window. Then
we took another walk down to the
base of Santa Elena Canyon.
Then we made our way to Terlingua. Keli
and I spotted a quilt shop on the edge of
town so we had to turn around to check it
out. After a short visit and a couple of purchases there, we made it to our lodging for
the night – the Candelilla Suite in the heart
of Terlingua. It was a cute 2 bedroom adobe where the bathroom was in a separate
building from the house (only a few steps
away). But, the shower was also in a separate building up some rocky steps. It was
a bit challenging but we enjoyed the
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uniqueness of the place. We visited the general store and had dinner at the Starlight Terrace where
they had wonderful food and live
music. It was a lively Friday night
in Terlingua and the sunset was
spectacular.
The next day, we headed to Marfa and of
course, we had to stop at the TeePees for a photo op. In Marfa, we stayed at the Hotel Paisano.
This is the hotel where the movie stars stayed
while filming the movie GIANT. There is a TV in
a room off the lobby where the movie is on a
continuous loop – so if you’re room isn’t ready,
you can sit and watch the movie – featuring
James Dean, Rock Hudson and Elizabeth Taylor.
Marfa has become an artsy town with a beautiful
courthouse but only a few shops to venture into.
We decided to go to the viewing area for the
Marfa Lights – an unexplained phenomena just
outside of town. There are many accounts of
ranchers,
Apaches,
meterologists and others who have
reported seeing the seemingly
sourceless lights dance on the
horizon on the outskirts of
town. It was a beautiful cold
night and lights were seen.
On Day 4, we left fairly early and it was 29
degrees (brrr). Our first stop was Fort Davis.
We had breakfast at the Fort Davis Drugstore and Hotel and then it was on to the
McDonald Observatory. We weren’t able to
do the solar viewing due to time constraints
but we did visit the museum and gift shop.
Next, we made our way to Alpine our last
overnight spot. Keli and I spent some time
walking around town and visiting the few
shops that were open on Sunday. The boys
took the truck down a ways and we were to
meet them at Harry’s Tinaja. After a cold
beverage and watching some football, we
headed to our hotel. We stayed in the beautiful Holland Hotel. We had a night-cap and
talked about our wonderful “Big Bend Holiday Spectacular” and how beautiful this part
of Texas really is.
The next morning we headed for home and drove through rain and
fog all the way but we made it safely. It’s time for Chapter O to do
another Big Bend trip. I’ll bet there are some who’ve never been
and if you haven’t seen this “spectacular” area, you have to go.
6
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Kathy Reese
Newsletter Editor
For my women’s article this month,
I have decided to include an article
on co-riding because riding two up
is a great way to share the experience of the open road.

Passenger Friendly: Being an Effective Passenger and Two-Up Rider—
Tips for Those Who Ride Together
(reprinted from Women Riders Now)

Because so many riders, especially couples who
tour, prefer to ride two-up, learning to be a good
passenger is a crucial part of riding safely and riding right. Here are some tips that every passenger—and rider with a passenger—should keep in
mind when riding two-up.
Tips for Being a Good Passenger
Be sure the rider is ready for you to get on the
bike. Once on, sit still. A shift in your weight can
drop the bike, especially at a stop.
 Once riding, lean with the bike. Looking over
the rider's inside shoulder in a curve will nearly
always provide the correct angle.
 If you are to be the navigator, be sure to give
directions soon enough that your rider has
plenty of time to maneuver.
 Pay attention to the rider’s physical signals.
You can often predict and brace for a quick
stop just by feeling the rider's muscles tighten.
 Communicate. If you need to stop, let the rider
know.
 Take the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)
beginner course. Better yet, you and your rider
should consider taking the course together. Many non-riders say they gained valuable
knowledge in the rider course that made them
better passengers.
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back from the rider and fight the wind effect. Passengers may also get colder than the rider due to the wind
chill. In addition, most passenger seats are not as comfortable as the front part of the saddle. Many of them
keep the passenger leaning at a slightly backward angle, straining the back and putting the impact of bumps
on the tailbone.
If you plan to bring along a passenger regularly, you
might consider investing in a good aftermarket seat designed for both the rider's and the passenger's comfort. As the driver, remember that you have the constant mental stimulation of piloting the bike. The scenery might not be the most fascinating for your passenger (there are only so many words that can be made
out of the letters on the DOT sticker on the back of your
helmet). (343774) Give your passenger a break off the
bike every few hours to stretch his or her legs and
break up any boredom that might have set in.
Be sure you’re aware of and comfortable with the adjustments necessary for riding two-up. Always allow for
the added stopping distance you’ll need with the extra
weight at stoplights and during parking lot maneuvers.

 Have your passenger hold onto you tightly enough

to move with you as you lean into corners, and
make sure he or she knows to brace as you are
about to brake. Don't try to impress your passenger
with quick acceleration or knee-dragging cornering.
He or she won't be delighted.
 Make sure your passenger has the same protective
gear as you do when riding—helmet, leathers or a
riding suit, and a rain suit.
 Always stop on request. Remember, this is supposed to be fun for both of you! Your passenger
trusts you with his or her safety. Earn the trust.
 Take the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)
course with your passenger. Many locations will
allow two-up riders to take the experienced-rider
courses together.

Tips for Being an Effective Two-Up Rider
Realize that the passenger is more prone to wind
effect, cramping and boredom. On many bikes, the
windshield deflects the airflow over the rider and
into the passenger,
who is often seated
higher on the bike.
That air pressure can
strain the passenger's
back and leg muscles
as he or she tries to
simultaneously stay
7
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Kickstands Up!
UPCOMING EVENTS

Additional rides will be announced via the website and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list, visit the Chapter O web site at
www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

1/1/18

Polar Bear Ride

Ride to Dale’s
Essenhaus
Walburg

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

1/16/18

Chapter O Meeting

Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

1/13/18

Mid-Winter
Round-Up

Washington on the
Brazos State Park

Jim Woodul

254-634-4659

Texas A&M
Central TX Campus
1001 Leadership Pl
Killeen 76549

Jim Woodlul

254-634-4659

2/3/182/4/18

Chapter

Education Day

2/10/18

Gene Thomas
Memorial Ride

Catfish Parlour
Georgetown, TX

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

2/20/18

Chapter O Meeting

Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

3/20/18

Chapter O Meeting

Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

4/7/18

Bluebonnet Rally

Lady Bird Park

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

4/12/184/14/18

Louisiana District
Rally

Lafayette, LA

Red Roussel

504-512-1212

4/15/18

Meet Up with 40Phoenix in Amarillo

Amarillo to Phoenix

Randy Reese

512-744-3635

4/17/18

Chapter O Meeting

Thomas Buffet
9710 N Lamar Blvd
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

5/17/185/19/18

TX District Rally

Brenham, TX

Jim Woodul

254-512-1212
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OUR SPONSORS

11900 IH 10 West—San Antonio, Texas 78230—(210) 696-2000
YAMAHA POLARIS SUZUKI KAWASAKI HONDA

Friends For
FUN SAFETY
AND KNOWLEDGE
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

Lyle and Sheri Altes
7619 Holly Oak Circle
Austin, TX 78744
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