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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 9 Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
Tuesdays Thomas Buffet, 9710 N
Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753.
Come join us at 6:00pm to eat and
visit with your friends the meeting
will start at 7:00pm.

Hey O
Here we are it is November and the holidays are upon us, I don’t know
about you but 2017 has gone by fast, but it has been a good year it started
with a great Polar bear ride and onto Bluebonnet, Wingding and all the recent rallies. I hope all of you have had a chance to attend one or more of
these events and that you had as much fun as we did.

As we start into the holidays we want to invite all of you to our Annual Chapter “O” Christmas Party, will be held again at The Catfish Parlour South 4705 East Ben White, Austin, Texas, starting at 12:00pm. This party is always a lot of fun and a great chance to catch up with old & new friends.
Don’t forget to bring your present so that you can participate in our White
Elephant gift exchange this is always a highlight of the party with a lot of
laughs. Presents this year should be between $10 - $20., and as always
there will be cake at the end., thank you to Charlie and Julie Diggs.
We are still looking for ideas for rides or other events we can do as a chapter, if anyone knows of some charity events that we can ride to like Brown
Santa etc. please let us know. These type events are a lot of fun, but even
better they bring a lot of smiles to a lot of other folks especially the kids.
(Continued on page 3)
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860

Director
Jim & Alvalin Woodul 254-634-4658

Assistant Director
Ken and Teri Burnett, 512-497-1259

Assistant Director
Dan & Donna Rymarz 847-702-6667

Educator
Open

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071

Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

Assistant Educator
Chris Schoenthal 972-660-6286

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

Treasurer
Tim Brooks 254-290-5462

Couple of the Year 2016-2017
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350

District Trainer
Open

Newsletter Editor
Open

MEC Coordinators
Lyle and Sheri Altes 512-897-0860

Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418

COY Coordinators
Dale & Carleen Garrett 254-554-4123

Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-8970860

CHOY Coordinator
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920

Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s November 2017 Chapter Gathering will
be Tuesday November 21, 2017 at Thomas Buffet, 9710
N Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753, 2 blocks north of
Rundburg Ln. on west side Come join us at 6:00pm to
eat and visit with your friends the meeting will start at
7:00pm.
Please see page 9 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!

2016-2017 COY
Sal & Phylis Pesta 210-662-8161
Vendor Coordinator
Michael Pineda 210-707-6071

Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Chapter Of the Year Coordinator
Kathy Reese, 512-744-3635

Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631

Motor Awareness Coordinator
Randy Reese, 512-744-3635

Activities Coordinator
Open
Entertainment Coordinator
Open
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Assistant Directors
Ken and Teri Burnett

(continued from page 1)

We are planning the 2018 Polar bear ride and hope
to have more information to you in the next couple of
weeks. And don’t forget about Mid-Winter Round Up
Jan. 13, 2018 this year it will be outside Brenham,
TX at Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site.
If you have never been to Mid-Winter Round it might
not hurt to check it out. This will also be the location
for opening ceremonies at the 2018 District Rally.
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting
Nov. 21, 2018 at Thomas Buffet, 9710 N Lamar
Blvd, Austin, TX 78753, as always, we start socializing at 6:00pm and meeting starts at 7:00pm. Until
then get out there and ride safe and have fun.
Lyle & Sheri Altes
Chapter Directors TX-O

The motto is that you do not drive out of your garage on
your bike still connected to various things.
Ask Robby.

www.goldwingaustin.org

CHAPTER LIFE

Hey O! Wow, here it is November already. Can you
believe it? Where did the year go? It has been a blur,
but unfortunately we really didn't do a lot of Chapter
activities this past year. We seem to have mainly 2
riding seasons here in Central Texas, Spring and Fall.
Teri and I have been busy the last 2 months moving
and getting settled in, so we have only been able to
make it to the meetings. My bike was in storage for 6
weeks, but it is home now and I am hoping to ride
some between the holiday activities and other responsibilities. I would like to say thanks to Randy Reese,
Steven Thomas and especially Al Hancock for stepping up and leading some rides with the Chapter.
Great job guys!
This is the kind of involvement that makes a great
Chapter. I know that we all have personal lives and
other commitments, but please don't forget to be involved with your Chapter family. Motorcycling is a
hobby that we all enjoy and sometimes we have to
remind ourselves to take a break from our responsibilities and make time for the things that we enjoy.
Some refer to this as life balance.
You know all work and no play, well is no fun. So lets
get out there and ride!
Ken & Teri Burnett
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Sheri Altes for
Dawn Sprague
OH YEAH CHAPTER O
It was Really Great seeing everyone at
our Monthly Meeting on Oct. 17th. A BIG WELCOME to
Mitchell Larson. LeRoy & Andrea Douglas also joined us from
Chapter T.
Congratulations to Trisha Winfield for finding her GWRRA Number in the October Newsletter.
BIRTHDAYS:

The Prestigious WING NUT Award went to Robby Winfield.
Hilarious!!!

Robert Huard Nov-4
Shirley Strebbing Nov 16
Tom Sprague Nov 19
Lyle Altes Nov 20

LeRoy & Andrea presented Lyle & Sheri Altes for Chapter O
being the largest group at T-Fest on Oct. 7th
THANK YOU Hubert Jackson for being a Fantastic Treasurer the
last 5 Years!!
Mark your Calendar for Dec. 2nd for our Annual Christmas Party. It will be at Catfish Parlor South.

Now for the 50/50 and Door Prizes:
DOOR PRIZES:
Andrea Douglas -- Nylon bag full of "Goodies"
Jax Saucedo -- Flashlight & Cleaning Cloth
Linda Jackson -- Nylon bag full of "Goodies"
Tom Sprague -- Flashlight & Cleaning Cloth
Trisha Winfield -- Traveling Theme Basket filled with
"Halloween" Goodies

ANNIVERSARIES:
Robby & Trish Winfield Nov 4
Dave & Shirley Strebbing Nov 27

50/50:
20% -- $16.00 -- Hubert Jackson
30% -- $24.00 -- Robby Winfield

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES:
Richard Seay 1999
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Texas District
Director
Jim & Alvalin Woodul
Director’s Corner
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Make your plans now to attend Mid Winter Roundup
on January 13th, 2018 at Washington on the Brazos
State Park and get a preview of Brenham.
Your Texas District Team is working hard to plan a
great rally for your enjoyment. So plan to attend and
start making arraignments to join us for a fun time.
See ya ridin’,
Jim and Alvalin Woodul
Texas District Directors

.Hello Texas GoldWingers,
Well, Wing Ding was a blast. Hope you attended
and had fun. Make plans to join us in Knoxville,
TN in 2018.
We have been busy making the final plans for the
District Rally for 2018. We will be in Brenham,
Texas at the Washington County fairgrounds on
May 17-19, 2018. Our opening ceremony will be
at Washington on the Brazos State Park on Thursday May 17th and we will offer a great BBQ dinner
for Only $10.
Don't come looking for the same old thing. We
are switching things up. There will be no Rider
Training Courses or First Aid/CPR training at the
rally. These will be offered at the District Education Weekend on February 2-4, 2018 in Killeen.
Talk with your Chapter Educators about the courses you would like to 162898-01 have taught at the
District Education Weekend.
Also offered at the rally will be several great rides
to interesting places and activities. Have you ever
toured a castle in Texas? We will have two opportunities to make that happen. Washington on the
Brazos state park is the birth place of Texas and
has a great museum, working farm and living history reenactment planned for the weekend we are
going to be there. We are working to bring in lots
of vendors for your enjoyment.

On Friday evening, May 18th, there will be a
downtown merchant walk with lots of drawings
and discounts and our ice cream social sponsored
by Blue Bell Ice Cream. We are still working to
possibly have some live music downtown while we
wait for dark and the light show. The light parade
will be through the downtown area and will be advertised for the whole town to join us. Are you a
Level IV and tired of having to get up early for Level IV breakfast or scheduling your day to make a
lunch? We will honor our Level IV's with a dinner
downtown while we are waiting for the light show.
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Let me encourage each of you to express you opinion where it counts. Talk to your government representatives and try to effect change.

Assistant District Director/Editor/
Webmaster
Tom & Dawn Sprague

I just read in a magazine an article on “New Ways to
become happier and healthier” The first way was to
Explore Life Without social Media. What a great
idea. It went on to say Social media now dictates
how people interact with friends, read the news, and
navigate their daily lives. This constant exposure
may be taking a toll on the human psyche, research
suggest frequent Facebook use leads to poorer
physical and mental health, plus diminished life satisfaction. Another study found the more time people
spent on social media per day, the more likely they
were to have symptoms of anxiety. News heavy
sites, like Facebook and Twitter, expose you to an
onslaught of often disturbing headlines and upsetting
opinions. What to do? Try to trim your social habit
to just one platform may lighten your load. Taking a
short break has been shown to improve your mood.
A study last year showed people who quit Facebook
for a week had big jumps in life satisfaction and positive emotions, compared with those who kept using
Facebook as usual.

What is happening around the USA?
It is hard to believe it has been a month since Wing
Ding in Grapevine. Fuel prices have stabilized
shortage was short lived.

The week following Wing Ding Dawn and I departed
for Northern California. We made the trek to a little
know place to visit Dawn’s uncle Fred. Dawn’s uncle lives so far out in the northern woods it takes him
at a minimum of an hours drive to do any grocery
shopping. He normally makes a trip of 3 hours to
really stock up (3 hours both ways). The nearest
cellular coverage is about one hour away. Yes, this
is very remote but we always have a great time
when visiting him. The salmon and steal head fishing on the Klamath river is unbelievable. Unfortunately half of our two weeks there were a bit cloudy
with smoke from the fires in N. Calif and Southern
Oregon.

So my message is put down the phone / tablet and
live life. Take a ride and let the wind remove your
worries and cares as the road comes up to meet you.
Great life every day with a positive feeling, and a
Now that we are back it is sad to see the controversy
good thought.
regarding the National Football League. I am a veteran and I understand the concept of respecting the
US Flag. There have been too many people give
Tom & Dawn Sprague
their life for our nation. I am seeing people post
Texas Assistant District Directors
things on the internet and Facebook regarding the
Newsletter Editor - Web Master
issue. I believe everyone has a right to express their
Senior University Trainer ITCP Certified Trainer
opinion. But I also believe there is a time a place to
express your personal opinion. When you post
things on the internet 332370 you are usually talking
to many of our friends that have many same beliefs
as you. For some it makes you feel good to express
this opinion. But if you think about what you are
posting you are not trying to effect change. You are
only making your self feel good and possibly some
of your friends will become upset. I have to ask
each of you, that have posted anything on the internet, if you have expressed your opinion where it
counts. Where is this you may ask? If I post on the
internet everyone knows how I feel about a situation.
Well there is some one that will listen to you and has
the power to effect change. That is your government
representative. In the past I have sent emails to our
Texas senators (Senator Ted Cruz and Senator
John Cornyn). I have also contacted my representative and sent emails to him. For me this is Representative Roger William (I reside in the 25th district).
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Chapter Meeting October 17, 2017
Thomas Buffet

Love the
Door Prizes
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RIDER EDUCATOR
Randy & Kathy Reese
Texas District
Educators

Hello Texas Riders,

Randy & Kathy Reese
Texas District Educators
txed@gwrra-tx.org
512-744-3635 – Randy cell
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell

All The Gear All The Time

Kathy and I are both members of the Texas
Motorcycle Safety Coalition. It is a group of concerned riders that work in conjunction with The
Texas Department of Public Safety, Texas Department of Transportation, and Texas A&M Transportation Institute. The goal of the TMSC is to reduce
the number of crashes involving motorcycles and
deaths and injuries resulting from these crashes.
We study data from all
facets of motorcycling to identify and propose
strategies to improve motorcycle safety.
The most recent addition to the LookLearnLive.org
website is an addition of an interactive map of Texas that shows where motorcycle crashes have occurred along popular riding routes. While there are
many online resources that also plot popular riding
routes, few - if any of them - include a safety component. It is our hope that this website will aid riders as they plan their riding routes around the
State.
By selecting one of these routes, you can learn
more information about the route, including
where motorcycle crashes have occurred, factors
that contributed to these crashes, and riding
and safety tips. By creating a user account,
you can suggest routes, add route ratings, and
share your own photos and videos. Your input
is what will make this website a useful and
meaningful tool for other riders.
I see this as a wonderful resource for road captains
and our new ride coordinator positions. They can
preview some of the most popular riding areas before planning a ride and can share the safety data
in their pre-ride meetings. The offerings are still
pretty small, but new ones are being added frequently. Check it out!
Ride Safely, Ride Often, and
HEY! Be careful out there.
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html

Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

11/21/17

Chapter O Meeting

Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd,
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

11/23/17

Thanksgiving

12/02/17

Chapter O
Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour
4705 E Ben White
Blvd Austin

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

01/01/18

Polar Bear Ride

TBD

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

01/13/18

Mid-Winter
Round-Up

Washington on the
Brazos State Park

Jim Woodul

254-634-4659

Texas A&M Central
Texas Campus
1001 Leadership Pl
Kileen 76549

Jim Woodlul

254-634-4659

02/03 &
04 =/18

Education Day

04/07/17

Bluebonnet Rally

Lady Bird Park

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

04/12/18
04/14/18

Louisiana District
Rally

Lafayette, LA

Red Roussel

504-512-1212

04/17/17

Chapter O Mtg

Thomas Buffet,
9710 N Lamar Blvd,
Austin, TX 78753

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

05/17/18
05/19/18

TX District Rally

Brenhum, TX

Jim Woodul

254-512-1212
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

Lyle and Sheri Altes
7619 Holly Oak Circle
Austin, TX 78744
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