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From the Chapter Director 

Lyle and Sheri Altes 
 

Hey O 
 
Wow it has been a busy couple of months 
since Wing Ding,. September I got tied up 
word with that awful word “work” plus we have been getting things done fi-
nalizing Sheri’s retirement. Also the last couple of months there have been 
several rally’s, I know a few of our members went to Oklahoma’s district Ral-
ly, and we as a Chapter had a great turn out for the Chapter T “T-Fest” I be-
lieve we all had a good time and I know Chapter T appreciated our being 
there and supporting them, they are always there for us. I know there is still 
a couple of more rally’s to go in October, K2 rally in Castroville, and Chapter 
H ”Wings in The Park”, we certainly hope many of you an attend these 
events. 
 
As we start in to the closing months of the year we have to start looking for-
ward to our own Bluebonnet Rally, it will start sneaking up on us fast. So the 
staff will start making plans and we need you to start thinking about Silent 
Auction items, the sooner we start collecting the items the easier it is to get 
ready. We really hope to have some great items this year in general the bet-
ter item we have, tools parts etc., the better we do. If you have Silent Auc-
tion items just let any staff member know and we will arrange to get it or 
where you can drop it off. 
                                                                                                                                  (continued on Page 3) 
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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987.  While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier, 
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas.  Come join us at one of our 
gatherings or rides!  Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information 

is on page 2.  Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 9 Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org 

Chapter Meetings 
Tuesday October 17, 2017 at Thomas 
Buffet, 9710 N Lamar Blvd, Austin, 
TX 78753. Come join us at 6:00pm to 
eat and visit with your friends the 
meeting will start at 7:00pm. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
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 Director 
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860  

 
Assistant Director 

Ken and Teri Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Educator 
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 

Membership Enhancement 
Dawn Sprague,  512-301-3092 

 

Ride Coordinator 
Ken Burnett,  512-497-1259 

 

Couple of the Year 2016 
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920 

 
Ways and Means 

Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418 
 

Webmaster 
Lyle Altes, 512-8970860 

 

Camping Coordinator 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 

 
Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
 

Merchandise Coordinator 
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 

 
Chapter Of the Year Coordinator 

Kathy Reese,  512-744-3635 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Randy Reese,  512-744-3635 

 

 Director  
Jim & Alvalin Woodul  

 
Assistant Director  

Dan & Donna Rymarz 
 

Assistant Director  
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071 

 
 Educators 

Randy & Kathy Reese  512-744-3635 
 

Leadership Training 
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798 

 
MEC Coordinator 

2017 COY & CHOY Coordinator 
Lyle and Sherri Altes 512-897-0860 

 
2016-2017 COY 

Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635 
 

Treasurer 
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994 

 
Entertainment Coordinator 

Vendor Coordinator 
Open 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631 

Chapter O Team TX District Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” first hand?   
 
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at 
our Chapter gatherings.   
 
Chapter O’s August 2017 Chapter Gathering will be 
Tuesday August 18, 2017 at Thomas Buffet, 9710 N 
Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753, 2 blocks north of 
Rundburg Ln. on west side Come join us at 6:00pm to 
eat and visit with your friends the meeting will start at 
7:00pm. 
 
Please see page 9 for our Ride Calendar of Events.   
 
For more information, we encourage you to contact 
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to 
all are provided on this page).  
  
Wondering why you should join GWRRA?  Check out 
the benefits you will enjoy!                                                                           

 
Director /Newsletter Editors  

Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275  
 

Assistant Director  
Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195  

 
Region H Trainer  

Jack Wagner 405-359-7892  
 

Webmaster  
Sam & Anita Belinoski  

 
Treasurer & Chapter of the Year Coord.  

Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467  
 

Motorists Awareness Coordinator 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475  

 
2017-2018 COY  

Sarah and John Hoogendoorn 
 

Educator 
Medic/FirstcAid Coordinators 

Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365  
 

Vendor Coordinators  
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153  

 
Member Enhancement, Couple of the 

Year Coordinator,  
Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195  

 
 

Region H Team 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://gwrra.org/benefits.html
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      Assistant Directors 
    Ken and Teri  Burnett           
 
 
       CHAPTER RIDES 
 
I hate to say it, but I can't 
remember the last time we 

had a chapter ride. While I am partially responsible for 
not putting any rides out there. I am not solely respon-
sible for coming up with rides for the chapter.  
 
It takes participation from all members of the chapter 
to have a great chapter. I urge all of you to become 
active in the chapter and come up with a ride or better 
yet lead a ride. The experience will be a great one! It 
doesn't have to be a long or elaborate ride, just a ride 
from point A to point B even if it's in a car.  
 
I know that everyone has life outside of the chapter, 
but please try to join us for a ride or an event. Teri & I 
have had a lot going on the last month and this month 
also. We have wanted to do more things, but we 
haven't been available for one reason or another. The 
weather is turning cooler and is a great opportunity for 
some beautiful rides if someone will just plan them!  
 
I hope to see more of you soon at a ride or event. 
Ride often and ride safe! 
 
Ken Burnett 

 (Continued from page 1 directors) 
 

Next month we will have much more info for 

Christmas Party and will be able to give out more 

information about the 2018 Texas District Rally in 

Brenham TX. This will be a great rally to attend a 

whole new format with a lot more riding and oth-

er things to do with a lot less emphasis on 120293

-01 training. With all the history in the Brenham 

area there is going to be lots of fun things to do. 

 

The weather is starting to turn cooler and there 

should be some great days ahead for riding, as we 

have said before if there is some place you would 

like to ride to please let us know, and in the next 

few weeks hopefully we can get some more rides 

in. 

 

Let’s Get Out There and Ride 

 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 

Chapter Directors TX-O 

======================================== 

 

 

The winner for the Wingnut award this 
month goes to Sheri Altes.  Ken B. nomi-
nated her for this award, due to the fact 
she lost her hearing aid while at Wing 
Ding in Grapevine.  She was getting 
ready to head out for festivities for the 
day, and could not locate her hearing aid 
for her right ear.  She had Lyle tear apart 
the bed, move the night stand, basically 
tore up the hotel room. Since they were 
on a time limit.  She went to the front desk 
and requested not to have her room 
cleaned explaining she could not find the 
hearing aid.  However, when she walked 
away she felt it right ear and realized that 
she had it in the whole time.  At least the 
hearing aid was found, but they did not 
have her room cleaned that day. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
 

Dawn and Tom were out of town during this meeting, so I 
am filling in for Dawn.  We had a great meeting in 
September, a wonderful turn out.  We were able to cele-
brate our very own International Couple of the Year.  We 
celebrated with a cake in their honor.  
 
Now onto the door prizes: 
Teri Burnett—3 jars of jam/jelly 
John Coniff—pot holders and pot pourri 
Jack Miller—polishing cloth, key chain 
Robbie Winfield—oil diffuser 
Jax Saucedo—bike cloth, cma 
Bob Huard—bike cloth, cma 
Russ Miller—bike cloth, cma 
Richard Seay traveling them  - Fall Basket 
 
50/20   Tricia Winfield 
50/30   StevTil then 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun 
Keep Hydrated  
 
Sheri Altes for  
Dawn Sprague 
 

  OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
Sheri Altes for 
Dawn Sprague 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 

Dexter Poullard  Oct-05 
Jim Tidwell  Oct-11 
Al Hancock  Oct 13 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

JC & Millie Fazzino 
John & Wanda Osborn 
Charlie & Julie Diggs 

Zachary Spraque 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra.org/
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On a more somber note, our thoughts and prayers 
are with those of our GWRRA family and all others 
affected by Hurricane Harvey. 
 
See ya ridin’, 
 

Jim and Alvalin Woodul 
Texas District Directors 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Congratulations Texas  
 District Members! 

                                                     

Texas District  
Director 

Jim & Alvalin Woodul 
Director’s Corner 

Texas District was recognized for having the larg-
est district in attendance by percentage and by 
total count. Thank you to all who attended and for 

your help in the many areas as volunteers. 
 
Congratulations to Randy and Kathy Reese as the 
new 2017-2018 International Couple of the Year. 
They have done us proud and will be great Am-
bassadors for GWRRA in their travels this 
coming year. 
 
There were several forums that discussed the 
changes taking place on 1-1-2018 within GWRRA. 
These include, but are not limited to, removing the 
Chapter Educator as an officer and adding a 
Chapter Ride Coordinator as an officer. The Chap-
ter Educator can stay as a staff member but will 
no longer be a required officer position. We know 
the great effort our Chapter Educators have put 
into their chapters and want 299808-01 them to 
continue 
if they desire. 
 
The new officer position of Ride Coordinator, 
must be a Level II in the Levels Program and be a 
Road Captain. We will be having a District Educa-
tion Weekend, February 2-4, 2018, and offer the 
classes needed to help those qualify who need it. 
 
The Education Weekend will also allow us to focus 
on riding and having fun at the District Rally and 
not spending time in classes. 
 

Speaking of the District Rally… 
 

The 2018 District Rally will be in Brenham, TX 
May 17-19, 2018. Home of Bluebell Ice-cream and 
the Birthplace of Texas. Notice I mentioned ice-
cream first. There will be lots of great riding and 
many activities to enjoy. Final preparations are 
being made at this time. Watch for the Rally Flier 
soon. So mark your calendars and make plans to 
join with us and have a blast. 
 
Also, Mid Winter Round-up will be January 13, 
2018 at Washington On The Brazos State Park. 

 
Introducing the 2018-2019 

International Couple of the Year 
Randy and Kathy Reese 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Wing Ding WOW 
Assistant District Director 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 
 

 
Wing Ding in Grapevine is over 
and it was a lot of fun. First I 
have to say we missed many 
of our friends in the Houston 
area for obvious reasons. 
Please keep the Harvey disas-

ter folks in your thoughts and prayers. To date I have 
only heard of a few of our fellow gold wingers that 
have suffered total losses. Many escaped with minor 
damages. 
 
The first thing I want to mention is the new Interna-
tional couple of the year is Chapter O and Texas and 
Region H couple of the year Randy and Kathy 
Reese. There were some real contenders for the title 
but Randy and Kathy walked away with the prize.  
 
This makes three years in a row that Region H has 
won the International Couple of the Year award. In 
2015 the International Couple of the Year was Jim 
and Reba Berry from Louisiana. In 2016 the Interna-
tional Couple of the year was Steve and Carolyn 
Cotton from Oklahoma. And now Randy and Kathy. 
Fortunately Randy and Kathy are both retired (or 
almost retired).   
 
Randy was requested to spring back in service for 
the Pflugerville ISD. It seems a principal for one of 
the schools is about to give birth and Randy was 
once again asked to fill in. Randy is hoping to com-
plete his obligations before Christmas. Once again 
to be among the unemployed 
 

 

 
 

 

Dawn and I made it back to the Austin area 5 days 
before Wing Ding. That was just enough time to 
wash clothes and re-pack the car to head to Grape-
vine. Yes we took the car. I cannot believe it. I have 
to admit with hurricane Harvey it was looking like 
there would be a lot of rain in the area. Tuesday 
when we got up to leave it was perfect riding weath-
er. Alas it was too late to convince Dawn we needed 
to switch over to the bike. After all we were not sure 
if Harvey was going to approach the DFW area or 
pass it by. Well Harvey decided to swing over to the 
Louisiana area and head north east. It did not get 
any where near the DFW area. The riding weather in 
Grapevine was perfect for the whole of Wing Ding. 
 
I did hear on the radio about the big impact the 
closure of the refineries in the Houston area would 
have on the fuel deliveries. Wednesday I thought it 
would not be a bad idea to top off the fuel tank. Alas, 
I did not follow my that voice in the haunting area of 
the brain that says (you will be sorry). By Tuesday 
afternoon all the gas stations around the Grapevine 
area were out of gas (at least the ones I found). 
They had diesel fuel, and at a lower price than 
gasoline. That did not help me at all. 
 
Well I had enough gas in the car to get about 100 
miles. On Friday I decided to take the chicken way 
out and try to head south. I made it to Waxahachie 
(that is where my sister lives). If figured I could either 
siphon my brother-in-laws truck or get gas from the 
station. In Waxahachie I only found one station that 
was out to fuel. All along the way through Dallas 
most of the stations were out of gas. 
 
I am guessing this will go down in history as the 
great 40 anniversary of GWRRA. The one 
where we wanted to ride but did not have the 
fuel to do it. 
 
BTW, next time you see me ask me about the 
great pictures I got through my telescope of the 
eclipse. We had a great time near Nashville 
TN watching the Great American Eclipse. 
 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor - Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 
ITCP Certified Trainer 
TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meeting September 19, 2017 
Thomas Buffet 

 
Love the 

Door Prizes 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District  
Educators 

 
Hello Texas Riders, 
 
Kathy and I just returned 
from Wing Ding 39. It was 
a very busy week filled 

with a lot of activity – and it was held in our home 
state! As you can imagine, there was a lot of talk 
about the upcoming restructuring for GWRRA. We 
attended the Rider Education forum with National 
Director Bob Berry and GWRRA President Anita 
Alkire. Anita addressed the audience and gave 
several rationales for the changes. Bob said there 
were still a lot of details that are still being worked 
out between now and January when the changes 
take place. There was a spirited Q&A period and 
then we broke into groups to brainstorm issues as 
we saw them and to propose solutions. I believe 
that National really does want to listen to us also 
and will help us through this transition. I will be vis-
iting personally with every chapter as soon as we 
get the final details and procedures to provide 
as much support as we can. Rider Education is not 
completely going away. Safety will always be a 
high priority. The levels program will remain intact. 
District Director Jim Woodul and I are already 
planning for training opportunities at a statewide 
level. We hope to see more riding and fun at the 
chapter level than ever before. 
 
This month’s safety article is a result of me seeing 
two instances of emergency braking where the rid-
er almost lost control. Fortunately, both survived 
the scares but it reminded me how critical this 
skill is. The article below is from Jerry Palladino 
(Motorman) on emergency braking.   
 
I was asked recently by a friend who just pur-
chased his first bike what is the most important 
safety tip you can give me? I thought for a second 
and answered, learning how to use your brakes. 
He looked at me as if I were kidding him. "What's 
to it", he said, "ya just stomp and squeeze just like 
in your car". 
 
That's the problem I said. Too many riders believe 
that, and coincidently, bikers crash way to often. 
You've all heard the story about the guy who had 
to "lay er down" because somebody pulled out in 
front of him. What that actually means, is he pan-
icked, locked the rear tire and the bike slid on the 
ground and stopped when it hit the vehicle or just 
before it hit the vehicle. In either case, the rider 

crashed in an attempt to avoid a crash. Ninety percent 
of the time, if the rider had braked properly in that situa-
tion, he would never have struck the vehicle . 
 
So, the question is, how do I minimize my chances of 
crashing into something? The answer is simple. Prac-
tice emergency, maximum braking. But, first there's a 
couple of things you need to know. Number 1: The front 
brake is 70% of your braking force. Due to that fact, 
you must put more pressure on the front brake than the 
rear brake. If you happen to lock the front tire, you must 
release it immediately then reapply it. Squeeze the 
front brake, don't grab it. If you lock the rear tire, don't 
release it. If you do, there's a good chance you will high 
side. With a motorcycle, you can still steer when the 
rear tire is locked and sliding. You must also remember 
that the motorcycle must be straight up when perform-
ing maximum braking. This is not to say that you can't 
brake with the bike leaned over in a turn, you can lightly 
brake with both brakes in that situation, but maximum 
braking must be done with the bike straight up. 
 
The point is, you must learn to modulate your brakes to 
keep from locking them and the only way to do that is 
to practice. Keep repeating to yourself, front brake, 
front brake. That will assist you in putting more pres-
sure on the front brake than the rear brake. 
 
You should practice maximum braking from whatever 
speed you normally ride. I guarantee your bike will re-
act differently when braking hard at 80mph than at 
30mph. If you practice, then in an emergency situation, 
you will revert to your training, rather than dumb luck. 
The only other alternative is to buy a bike with anti-lock 
brakes, just remember, even with anti-lock brakes, the 
bike still has to be straight up to perform maximum 
braking. 
 
Ride Safely, Ride Often, and HEY! Be 
careful out there. 
Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
 
All The Gear All The Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Kickstands Up! 
Upcoming Events  

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.                        
For an up-to- date monthly list,  

visit the Chapter O web site at  www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html  

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email/Web Phone 

10/17/17  Chapter O Meeting 
Thomas Buffet, 

9710 N Lamar Blvd, 
Austin, TX 78753 

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

10/21/17  
Wings in the Park 
Chapter H Rally 

Raymond Russell 
Park on IH-10 in 
San Antonio Tx 

Carl & Angela Batts 520-249-2121 

11/21/17  Chapter O Meeting 
Thomas Buffet, 
9710 N Lamar Blvd, 
Austin, TX 78753 

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

12/2/17  
Chapter O       
Christmas Party 

Catfish Parlour       
4705 E. Ben White 
Blvd.  Austin    

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

01/01/18  Polar Bear Ride TBD Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

01/13/18  
Mid-Winter       
Round-Up 

Washington on the 
Brazos State Park    

Jim Woodul 254-634-4659 

04/12/18 
04/14/18 

 
Louisiana District 
Rally 

Lafayette, LA Red Roussel 504-512-1212 

05/05/17  Bluebonnet Rally Lady Bird Park         Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

05/17/18  
05/19/18 

 TX District Rally Brenhum, TX Jim Woodul 254-512-1212 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
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GWRRA Motto.. 
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

Ride Safe in 2013 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Texas Chapter O 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org

