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From the Chapter Director 

Lyle and Sherri Altes 
 

Hey “O” 
 
    Well here we are just a few short weeks for Wing Ding 39 in Grapevine, hope all 
of you that are going have all you plans and reservations set. We look forward to 
seeing a lot of you there and hope you join us in the audience supporting Randy & 
Kathy Reese as they participate in the International Couple of The Year selection 
process. We encourage you to wear your Hi-Vis shirts and to be loud to show how 
proud we are of this great couple, friends to all of us. 
    Also while there get out and enjoy everything you can, there is always something 
new in the world of Goldwing at these events. Support the vendors there. If are 
you are thinking of buying something particular, but want see before you do, you 
may find it at Wing Ding. Believe me you will see things that you did not even know 
you wanted. Take the time to meet up with old friends, meet some new ones and 
most importantly have fun! 
    As all of you by now have heard there are some changes coming to GWRRA, a lot 
of the changes were laid out in the letter and video most of you received, and 
some of the changes aren’t as clear. Don’t panic the changes will not take effect 
until Jan. 2018. As the changes are clarified we will make sure you are kept in the  

(continued on Page 3) 
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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987.  While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier, 
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas.  Come join us at one of our 
gatherings or rides!  Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact infor-
mation is on page 2.  Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 11 Or just visit our Web 

www.goldwingaustin.org 

Chapter Meetings 
Tuesday July 18, 2017 at Thomas 
Buffet, 9710 N Lamar Blvd, Austin, 
TX 78753. Come join us at 6:00pm to 
eat and visit with your friends the 
meeting will start at 7:00pm. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
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 Director 
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860  

 
Assistant Director 

Ken and Teri Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Educator 
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 

Membership Enhancement 
Dawn Sprague,  512-301-3092 

 

Ride Coordinator 
Ken Burnett,  512-497-1259 

 

Couple of the Year 2016 
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920 

 
Ways and Means 

Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418 
 

Webmaster 
Lyle Altes, 512-8970860 

 

Camping Coordinator 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 

 
Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
 

Merchandise Coordinator 
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 

 
Chapter Of the Year Coordinator 

Kathy Reese,  512-744-3635 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Randy Reese,  512-744-3635 

 

 Director  
Jim & Alvalin Woodul  

 
Assistant Director  

Dan & Donna Rymarz 
 

Assistant Director  
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071 

 
 Educators 

Randy & Kathy Reese  512-744-3635 
 

Leadership Training 
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798 

 
MEC Coordinator 

2017 COY & CHOY Coordinator 
Lyle and Sherri Altes 512-897-0860 

 
2016-2017 COY 

Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635 
 

Treasurer 
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994 

 
Entertainment Coordinator 

Vendor Coordinator 
Open 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631 

Chapter O Team TX District Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” first hand?   
 
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at 
our Chapter gatherings.   
 
Chapter O’s August 2017 Chapter Gathering will be 
Tuesday August 18, 2017 at Thomas Buffet, 9710 N 
Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753, 2 blocks north of 
Rundburg Ln. on west side Come join us at 6:00pm to 
eat and visit with your friends the meeting will start at 
7:00pm. 
 
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.   
 
For more information, we encourage you to contact 
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to 
all are provided on this page).  
  
Wondering why you should join GWRRA?  Check out 
the benefits you will enjoy!                                                                           

 
Director /Newsletter Editors  

Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275  
 

Assistant Director  
Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195  

 
Region H Trainer  

Jack Wagner 405-359-7892  
 

Webmaster  
Sam & Anita Belinoski  

 
Treasurer & Chapter of the Year Coord.  

Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467  
 

Motorists Awareness Coordinator 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475  

 
2017-2018 COY  

Sarah and John Hoogendoorn 
 

Educator 
Medic/FirstcAid Coordinators 

Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365  
 

Vendor Coordinators  
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153  

 
Member Enhancement, Couple of the 

Year Coordinator,  
Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195  

 
 

Region H Team 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://gwrra.org/benefits.html
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            Assistant Directors 
         Ken and Teri  Burnett           

 

Uptown Cafe Breakfast 
Ride 

 

 On Saturday July 
22nd we had 4 bikes and a trike 

with 7 riders meet-up at the Whataburger in Pflugerville 
for a ride to Thorndale for breakfast. We rode out on some 
nice curvy back roads with some great country scenery. It 
was an enjoyable morning ride that took us a hour with 
only 1 minor incident that we were able to avoid at the 
last minute. It seems that my GPS wanted us to turn right 
when we got to Hwy 79 in Thorndale, when in fact the 
Cafe was a block to the left. We went around the block to 
the back of the Cafe without having to make the infamous 
U-turn. We were seated immediately in the back room and 
had a great country breakfast buffet and friendly conversa-
tions. Teri won the 50/50 ride drawing and the Chapter 
paid for breakfast, which was a pleasant surprise. We all 
left out of the Cafe full and happy to ride some more back 
roads. We made our way over to the loop around Taylor 
and started turning off to go or own way home. Everyone 
was home before noon avoiding the intense afternoon 
heat. We missed you and hope to see you next time. 
 
Ken & Teri Burnett 

             (Continued from page 1 directors) 
loop. Remember these changes are being made 

to hopefully get us back to doing what we all 

joined for that, is to ride and have fun. 

 

    The summer heat has hit us full bore in the 

month of July, that and with the number of  

members on vacation and traveling, our riding as 

a group is way down. We have tried to get a ride 

or two in during the morning hours mainly doing 

breakfast rides. We realize august is going to be 

another slow month for rides again with the heat 

and with Wing Ding at the end of the month. The 

end of August and first part of September is al-

ways a busy time for families with everyone com-

ing home from vacations and getting the kids and 

grandkids ready for school. But with that in mind 

we want to encourage anyone with a thought for 

a ride or someplace you want to go let us know 

and we will try and make it happen, whether it is 

a small group of us or large we all get a chance to 

ride. Fall is coming and we need to get some seri-

ous riding in. 

 

    Last month we held our meeting at a new 

 location Thomas Buffet on north Lamar, every-

one had Chinese Buffet and we had a great 

meeting. Saying that we will be meeting again this 

month Tuesday August 18, 2017 at Thomas 

Buffet, 9710 N Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753, 

meeting at 7:00 pm. As I stated during last 

month’s meeting our goal is to have our 3rd Tues-

day meeting  117580 either at this location or 

somewhere similar if we find a place in north Aus-

tin. Also as we come into the fall month’s I plan 

on holding a second short meeting monthly on a 

Saturday morning south probably at Kent Pow-

ersports in Kyle TX after that meeting we will take 

ride somewhere and probably lunch. As we iron 

out the details I will let you know. 

 

    We hope to see many of you at this month’s 

meeting or at Wing Ding. Remember to stay hy-

drated and ride safe and have fun looking forward 

to having many rides with you in the coming 

months   

 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 

I realize you are all saddened that there were no wing 
nuts in June or July, can you believe for 2 months nobody 
came up and told on their partner, friend or themselves. 
Knowing this group and all the past escapades we all 
know someone did something embarrassing. So lets see 
what brave soul steps up at the August meeting, or may-
be we will have to give everyone a Wingnut for keeping 
all the fun juicy information to their selves 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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80 Per Cent of U.S. Driver’s think they have better than average ability. Do the math. It doesn’t 
work. But, thanks to Randy Wasser, Chapter Educator of Arizona A, we may have a  clue as to why.  
  
Bob & Althea _______________________________________  
  
Over the past few years, traffic has become increasingly congested and tempers now flare to an all-time high. WHY?  
 Why do slow drivers speed up when there is a passing lane to prevent others from passing?  
 Why do so many drivers feel it's fine to break the speed limit laws?  
 Why do so many drivers speed up when someone is about to pass them?  
 Why do so many drivers speed up or slow down during lane change?  
 Why do people slow down when they are passing semi's?  
 Why does traffic slows at tunnel approaches?  
 Why do so many drivers stay in the passing lane?  
  
 The answers are too numerous to even begin to mention here, but is studied in a fascinating branch of science called 
traffic psychology, which studies the human and environmental factors that influence our driving behavior. Decades of 
research in traffic psychology suggests that poor driving is shaped by far more than carelessness or a subset of 
"problem drivers". Even the most skilled road users are subject to loss of social awareness, intuitive biases, contradic-
tory beliefs, and limits in cognitive capacity.  
  
 Here are 10 of the most interesting psychological biases and errors we face when behind the wheel.  
  
1. We fail to realize when we're being aggressive – or we don't care We've all had the experience of a vehicle looming 
in our rear view and hanging on our bumper. Many of us will also have tailgated blocked or otherwise bullied other 
people in ways we wouldn't dream of doing in a face-to-face situation, such as standing in a queue. Research shows 
that younger drivers who score higher on personality measures of sensationseeking and impulsiveness are more likely 
to behave aggressively behind the wheel. What's also interesting is that these drivers show less sensitivity to punish-
ment, which means that simple punitive measures are unlikely to deter the most antisocial road users.  
       
2. We believe we're safer than we really are Once we've learned how to drive it soon becomes an automatic task. Over 
time we learn how to predict the actions of other drivers, which can lead to the illusion that we control them. One ar-
ea where people seem especially prone to error is in the judgement of relative speed: we tend to overestimate how 
much time can be saved by driving faster while also underestimating minimal safe braking distance. The computations 
needed to make these judgements are highly complex and don't come naturally to us.  
       
3. We forget that other drivers are people too …When someone accidentally walks into us on the street or their shop-
ping trolley bumps into ours, the usual reaction is to apologize and move on. But when driving, near misses are often 
met with instant anger – and in the most extreme cases, road rage. Research shows 050815  that drivers more readily 
dehumanize other drivers and pedestrians in ways they wouldn't when interacting in person. This loss of inhibition is 
similar to the way some of us behave in online environments.  
      
4. We behave more aggressively to those of 'lower status' One interesting paradox is that even though we're prone to 
dehumanizing other drivers, we still act according to social status. Decades of research shows that prolonged honking, 
tailgating, and other aggressive behaviors are more likely if the aggressor believes they are the more important driver. 
What's particularly interesting is that these judgements can be based simply on the vehicles involved, with no 
knowledge of the person behind the wheel: larger cars generally outrank smaller cars and newer cars trump older  
 

Continued next page 

Bob & Althea Berry  
GWRRA Rider Education  Director 
As published Insight Newsletter 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Continued from page 4 

ones. Drivers of more expensive cars are also more likely to behave aggressively toward pedestrians. 
 

5. We believe we can see everything happening around us … Our senses receive far more information than we can pro-
cess at once, which makes brain systems of attention crucial for focusing resources on the most important events. 
Most of the time we fail to appreciate the enormous amount of information we miss, and this can add to a false sense 
of security on the road. If you don't believe how fallible your attention is, try these simple tests devised by psychologist 
Dan Simons at the two links below. The results will shock you. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJG698U2Mvo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nL5ulsWMYc 
  
6. We also think other drivers can't see us This one is for all the nose pickers and earwax excavators. It isn't really an 
issue of safety (or is it?), but you know who you are and unfortunately so do we.  
  
7. We attribute near misses to a lack of ability in other drivers … In general, we fail to account for situational reasons as 
to why other drivers might get in our way or seem to act dangerously. Psychologists call this the fundamental attribu-
tion error – we tend to attribute the mistakes of others to their personality or ability ("what an idiot!", "what a terrible 
driver!"), while excusing our own errors as situational ("that bit of road is dangerous", "I had to drive that fast or I 
would have been late").  
  
8. … while at the same time overestimating our own skills If you think you're a highly skilled driver, the chances are 
you're not. About 80-90% of drivers believe they have above average ability, and the more skilled we believe we are at 
something, the less likely it is to be true. This tendency for us to be blind to our own incompetence is called the Dun-
ning-Kruger effect. Of course, the upside is that if you believe you're a terrible driver, you're probably not as bad as 
you think.  
  
9. We drive more recklessly when we're going solo  We generally drive less carefully and more aggressively when 
we're alone than when we have passengers. It isn't clear why this is, or whether we're conscious of this change in our 
behavior.  
  
10. We believe hands-free car phones are safe. In a growing number of states, it is illegal to use a hand-held mobile 
phone while driving, whereas hands-free alternatives are allowed. This is a great example of the law lagging behind 
science: evidence shows that using a hands-free car phone is no less dangerous than talking on a handheld mobile 
phone. What makes these phone conversations unsafe isn't so much the act of holding the phone as being distracted 
by the conversation. The lack of body language makes such conversations especially demanding, requiring us to com-
mit more cognitive resources and further distracting us from the road.  
  
 Driving is one of the most complicated behavioral tasks we accomplish in our lives. The fact that it seems so mundane 
– and that there are relatively few accidents – is a testament to the elegance of highway engineering, the genius of 
traffic signaling, and the sophistication of the human brain. Still, the next time you're behind the wheel and feel an-
noyed, frustrated or have an itchy nose, ask yourself: are you falling prey to any of the above?  
  
From multiple sources including  
Bad driving: what are we thinking?  
By Chris Chambers Published in: The Guardian                  
  
Bob & Althea  
  
  

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
 

Sure was good to see so many people considering the 
members that are out traveling.  We were very excited 
that Al and Claire have reached their Level IV. 
 
There was a lot of discussion regarding trying to hold two 
meetings per month, one south and one north to try to 
get more members. 
 
Bob Huard was the winner of the traveling theme basket, 
so now he will need to bring it to the next meeting.  Poor 
Terri had it for 2 months, since one meeting was can-
celled and then she forgot to bring it to the last meeting. 
 
Other door prizes were received by : 
Laura, David, Robbie, Bob, Claire and Linda.  I forgot to 
write down what they won, so I guess Dawn will probably 
fire me from her job.  
 
50/50 
30% - $24.00—Al Hancock 
20% - $16.00—Robbie Windfied 
 
Finally Randy won the progressive drawing $15.00. 
 
 
Til then 
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun 
Keep Hydrated  
Sheri Altes for  
Dawn Sprague 

  OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
Sheri Altes for 
Dawn Sprague 

 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 

         August  3rd -- Russ Miller 
         August  6th -- Randy Reese 
         August 12th -- Yolanda Garcia 
         August 18th -- Hubert Jackson 
         August 22nd -- Mary Seay 
         August 23rd -- Julie Diggs 
         August 29th -- Teri Burnett 
         August 30th -- Ken Burnett 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: 
       

          August  4th -- Mark & Lynn Heene 
        August 21st -- Hubert & Linda Jackson 
 
 

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

          Robby & Tricia Winfield     -- 2008 
         Enrique & Yolanda Garcia -- 200l 
         Ken Burnett                         -- 2003 
         Teri Burnett                         -- 2004 
         Dexter & Linda Poullard    -- 2006 
         Claire Nybro                        -- 2008 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Shirley Strebbing  

 
David and his buddy just rode bikes 
to Arizona to complete a missions 
trip.  I flew out and met David as his 
buddy Richard drove back alone.  As 

he is less experienced than David we thought of different 
things to make sure he had covered and went over for his 
solo trip back. I also listed things we realized on our trip. 
1. Make sure you know where you going. Go over your 

route with a good map and make sure you keep it with 
you. 

2. Be sure that someone has a copy of your route and ap-
proximate arrival times. 

3. Have designated check-in times. 
4. Cell phone is a must. It is the most significant tool you 

can have. 
5. Even if you're not mechanically inclined, keep some basic 

tools with you. David carries one those multi-headed 
screwdrivers. A couple of different size wrenches and 
Allen wrenches, tire plugs, flashlight and pocket knife. I 
am glad on this trip he had a tire plug.  It helped us enjoy 
the day at the Canyon.  We were also blessed that our 
prayers were answered and that a four wheeler shop was 
able to improvise his tools so that he could break the 
bead on the Gold Wing Tire.  Also this was 8:00 at night 
in Pine Top which is a small town so we were very fortu-
nate that he was open and willing to help. 

6. Small first aid kit. 
7. Bottle of water, fruit bars or trail mix. 
8. Extra change of clothes, sweater, t-shirt, socks and rain 

gear. I found a long sleeve cotton white shirt helped me 
from not getting sun burned and staying cool.  (As cool as 
you can be at 110 degree and then some) 

9.  
Last but not least if you haven’t seen the Grand Canyon—it is 
AMAZING! 

Educator’s Desktop 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 

 
Chapter Meeting July 15, 2017 

Thomas Buffet 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org


8 

August 2017 Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter www.goldwingaustin.org  

Chapter Meeting July 15, 2017 
Thomas Buffet 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meeting July 15, 2017 
Thomas Buffet 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Thorndale Breakfast Ride 

 
 

 
 

Great 
Riding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good  
Friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good  
Food 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Kickstands Up! 
Upcoming Events  

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.                        
For an up-to- date monthly list,  

visit the Chapter O web site at  www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html  

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email/Web Phone 

8-15-
2017 

 Chapter O Meeting 
Thomas Buffet, 

9710 N Lamar Blvd, 
Austin, TX 78753 

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

8-29 to 
9-2 
2017 

 Wing Ding 39 
Gaylord Texan  

Hotel 
Grapevine TX 

  

9-19-
2017 

 Chapter O Meeting 
Thomas Buffet, 
9710 N Lamar Blvd, 
Austin, TX 78753 

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

9-28 to 
9-30 
2017 

 
Oklahoma District  
Rally 

Muskogee Civic 
Center located at 
425 Boston St. Mus-
kogee, Ok 

John Irons 405-747-4618 

10-7-
2017 

 
T-Fest 
Chapter T Rally 

699 E. Veterans 
Memorial in Harker 
Hieghts Tx. 

Rick Simmons (254) 466-1583 

10-14-
2017 

 
2nd Annual Chapter 
K2 Rally 

Castoville Regional 
Park at 816 Alsace 
Ave 

Michael Pineda 210-707-8411 

10-21-
2017 

 
Wings in the Park 
Chapter H Rally 

Raymond Russell 
Park on IH-10 in 
San Antonio Tx 

Carl & Angela Batts 520-249-2121 

Wing Ding 39  

Grapevine, Texas 
 

8/29 - 9/2/2017 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
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GWRRA Motto.. 
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

Ride Safe in 2013 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Texas Chapter O 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org

