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From the Chapter Director 
Lyle and Sherri Altes   

Hey O 
We are into May and another 
Bluebonnet Rally is behind us.  
We had a very successful rally 
especially from the feedback we 

have received.  Everyone enjoy the rally had a lot of fun 
and loved the food.  A big THANK YOU to Dave and 
Shirley Strebbing for staying up all of Friday night and 
cooking one of the finest Chapter Meals of the year.  
Great job! 
 
As I said, everyone had a good time we tried something 
new this year with a lead ride on Friday.  Randy Reese 
lead us on a great ride through the Texas Hill Country 
thru areas most of us had not been on before.  We end-
ed up at Alamo Springs Café for lunch. We had a great 
turn out for this and had a lot of fun so we are planning 
on doing it again next year with new route and new 
things to see.  
 
I want to give a big thank you all of you who came out 
and stepped up and helped us setup and work this rally.  
A rally like this can only come off with everyone pitching 
in and helping out.  Sheri and I want you to know how 
much we appreciate everyone's help. 
 
I also want to thank all of the ladies that got up early 

Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987.  While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier, 
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas.  Come join us at one of our 
gatherings or rides!  Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact infor-
mation is on page 2.  Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web 

and fixed those breakfast taco’s.  They were great and 
we sold out of them. Also I don’t know if you noticed or 
not but there was not a lot of dull time at the rally thanks 
to Tom Sprague, Patty Browder, and Bob Houser.  
They did a great job keeping everyone entertained with 
the Minute To Win It, and off bike games up on the 
stage they did a great job of making it a fun day with a 
lot of happy folks. 
 
Well Region H rally just wrapped up those of us that 
went had a great time.  Next year Region H rally will be 
held in Paris TX.  This should be a great venue. Also 
last month several of us went to Louisiana District Rally 
believe me you can’t go there without having a lot of fun 
hope to see more of you there next year. Coming up 
next is our own Texas District rally in Wichita Falls TX.  
There are a lot of great times planned there and FUN 
will be had by everyone. 
 
We still do not have this month’s meeting locked down 
yet since we had to postpone the picnic due to rally’s 
and Mother’s Day. We should have everything settled in 
the next couple of days and will be sending out emails 
and posting on Facebook and Webpage  
 
Lyle & Sheri Altes 
Chapter Directors TX-O 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
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Director 
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860  

 
Assistant Director 

Ken and Teri Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Educator 
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350 
 

Membership Enhancement 
Dawn Sprague,  512-301-3092 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Ken Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Couple of the Year 2016 
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Open Position 
 

Ways and Means 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Webmaster 

Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230 
 

Camping Coordinator 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 

 
Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 

Director  
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892 

 
Assistant Director  /Edition /Webmaster 

Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071 
 

 Educators 
Randy & Kathy Reese  512-744-3635 

 
Leadership Training 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798 
 

MEC Coordinator 
2010 COY Coordinator 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 512-897-0860  
 

2016-2017 COY 
Scott & Linda Gresak 281-386-7800 

 
Treasurer 

Diane Shults, 713-562-3994 
 

Entertainment Coordinator 
Vendor Coordinator 

Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619 
 

Chapter of the Year Coordinator 
Sheri Altes 512-897-0860  

 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 

Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631 

Chapter O Team TX District Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” first hand?   
 
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at 
our Chapter gatherings.   
 
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm.  The location is at the IHOP 
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval 
Road in Austin, TX.  In case you get lost, the phone 
number is 512-345-7124.   
 
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.   
 
For more information, we encourage you to contact 
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to 
all are provided on this page).  
  
Wondering why you should join GWRRA?  Check out 
the benefits you will enjoy!                                                                           

Director  GWRRA 
Ray & Sandy Garris 
director@gwrra.org 

 

Director of Divisions / Programs 
Dave  & Gwen Carter 

foxwing1@sbcglobal.net 
 

Rider Education Director 
Tony Van Schaick 

avanschaick@nc.rr.com 
 

Leadership Training 
Paul & Cheryl Brosher 

pbrosher@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership Enhancement 
Ed & Linda Johnson 

MED4U@comcast.net 
 

Global Affairs 
Dan Sanderovich 

dan.sanderovich@gmail.com 
 

Deputy Directors 
Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N 

Jack Wagner Region H 
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I 

 

Region Director / Editor 
Jim & Reba Berry 

 
Assistant Region Director  

Steve & Billie Fleming 
 

Region Educator / MFA 
Ricky & Karen Frazier 

 
Region Membership Enhancement 

Region Couple of the Year Coordinators 
Jim & Becky Dinnel 

 
Region Trainer 

Jack Wagner 
 

Region Treasurer  
Chapter of the Year Coordinators 

Ed & Ann Nahl 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinators 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 

 
Vendor Coordinator 

Ruby Seale 
  

Couple of the Year 2017 - 18 
John & Sarah Hoogendoorn 

 
Webmaster 

Sam Belinoski 
 

International Team Region H Team 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://gwrra.org/benefits.html


3 

MAY,2017 Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter www.goldwingaustin.org  

Assistant Directors 
Ride  Coordinators 

Ken and Teri  Burnett 
 

Lake Area Rods & Classics 
14th Annual Car Show 

Let me start off by saying that 
Saturday April 22

nd
 didn't end up being as nice of 

a day as the weather forecasters had predicted. It 
was not terrible, but it did not get as warm as ex-
pected. Let's just say that I am sure that nobody 
broke a sweat. I know that most of us encoun-
tered some sprinkles on the way to the meet up, 
but no rain. We had 5 bikes and 1 trike with 8 rid-
ers meet up @ HEB in Cedar Park. We rode 
through Jonestown, Lago Vista and Oatmeal on 
the way to Burnet along the back roads. Al had 
scoped out the parking before the meet up and 
we were able to find ample parking near the 
downtown square without indecent. There were 
plenty of nice cars to look at, some vendors and 
a silent auction. After the car show we rode over 
to the Hoover Valley Store & Cafe for a warm 
lunch. We enjoyed the warm Cafe, good food and 
conversation with friends 299011. We left in 2 
groups headed in opposite directions to our 
homes. All in all it was an enjoyable day and a 
nice ride. We missed all of you who did not make 
it and hope to see you next time. 

 
Ken  and Teri Burnett 

Pictures from Bluebonnet Rally Friday Ride 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
 
It was Great seeing everyone 

at our April 20th Meeting!!! 
 
No GWRRA Numbers were claimed.  Keep 
reading the Monthly Newsletter as you never 
know when your Number will appear.   When 
you find it, contact Sheri Altes so you can claim 
your PRIZE. 
 
Dave Strebbing gave Al Hancock with the 
40,000 Safe Riding Pins for himself & Claire Ny-
bro.  Ken Burnett received his Level 3 Certified 
Tour Rider Patch.  Then Dave asked us what is 
a "Motorcycle Retread"???  It is a Rider who has 
a Lapse of Riding Time.  When that happens, 
you now need to think bout what you are do-
ing.  Key is to Really Concentrate!!  Thank you, 
Dave. 
 
The Progressive Drawing for $10.00 was won by 
Al Hancock.  Next month, it will be for 
$5.00.  You must be present to win!! 
 
Thank you Steve Thomas for leading the Hays 
City Lunch Ride on March 25th.  We may have 
to do it again as the "portion" were HUGH!! 
 
Don't forget that the Texas District Rally is com-
ing up soon (May 18th -20th).  If you want Good 
Food, Lots of Laughs, Fun Fun Fun, Be with 
Friends, make new Friends, THEN that is the 
Place to be!!!! 
 
The Prestigious Wing Nut Award went to Rich-
ard Seay!!!  Ask Richard 
about his new way to 
park his bike in the gar-
age. 
 
Now for the Door Prizes 

& 50/50: 
DOOR PRIZES: 

 Lyle Altes -- LED Tweezers 

 Tom Sprague -- 2 Magnetic Part Trays 
 Tim Discoll -- GWRRA Mug with Coco   

            Packets, Coffee Bags & Tea Bags 
 Wanda Osborn -- Onyx Squirrel 
 
50/20/30 Drawing: 

20% -- $18.00 -- Tim Discoll 
30% -- $22.00 -- Randy Coahran 

Congratulation to ALL our Winners!!! 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun 
Dawn Sprague 

  OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
Dawn Sprague 

Chapter O  
Membership Enhancement 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
 

BIRTHDAYS: 
May  9th   -- Laura Saucedo 
May 22nd -- Claire Nybro 
May 23rd  -- Wanda Osborn  
May 30th  -- Dawn Sprague 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
May 17th -- Jax & Laura Saucedo 

May 29th -- JC & Millie Fazzino  

 

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES: 
1993 -- Russ Miller 
2004 -- Mark & Lynn Heene 
2004 -- Tom Sprague 
2005 -- Dawn Sprague 
 

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Gathering for April 
Door Prizes: 
Tom Sprague -- 2 Magnetic Part Trays 

Tim Discoll -- GWR-
RA Mug with Cocoa 
Packets, Coffee 
Bags & Tea Bags 
 
 
 
 
Tim 50/50 winner 
 

Unwrapping,  
Unwrapping,  
 
Unwrapping,  
Unwrapping,  
 
Unwrapping,  
Unwrapping,  
 
Unwrapping,  
Unwrapping,  
 
 
 
 
 
 THAT SMILE  WELL 
WORTH ALL THE 
UNWRAPPING!  Wanda Osborn -- Onyx Squirrel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randy Co-
ahran 
50/50 winner 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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There is FUN to be done!  -Dr. Suess 
 
In other words, if you've enjoyed all the good times, 
FUN, great rides and entertaining gatherings, and 
want to continue with it, a member of the staff (or 
other willing Chapter member) must take the initia-
tive to assume the leadership role.  
 
"Easy for you to say", you might be thinking about 
now, but Nan and I have done it (she's into her 5th 
year of an encore performance as CD) and it's a 
"Challenge" we've never regretted taking. The 
Chapter Director's position is the "funest" of all the 
leadership positions in GWRRA. The paperwork is 
MINIMAL (despite the rumors to the contrary) and 
it's mostly about leading your Chapter members 
into FUN and enjoyable experiences. It's about 
great rides and destinations that you will all re-
member and talk about for a long time. It's not a 
"job", it's about having a fun time on your Gold 
Wings, taking overnight trips, seeing sights you'd 
never see in your car and making solid friends for 
life. That's been our experience with it. 
 
So, if you and your fellow Chapter members find 
yourselves in that situation where your CD has 
stepped down, your chapter could be on the verge 
of closure and you're not sure what to do; do the 
right thing and settle on one of you to STEP UP 
and give it a try. GWRRA has a great staff of Dis-
trict, Region and National leaders who will help you 
in any way they can. It won't be a leap into the 
darkness,  you'll have guidance and support the 
whole way. There's great leadership material and 
information on the O-Connect web site and your 
District, Region and National staff is but a phone 
call or e-mail away.  
We'll do whatever is necessary to help you make 
your Chapter a success and work alongside you 
through the entire process. 
 
Folks, please give this some thought and consider 
"taking the challenge" when the time 
comes. 
 

Bob &Nan Schrader 

Bob and Nan Schrader 
GWRRA Deputy Director 

Take the Challenge! 
In previous Insight articles, we have discussed 
various topics related to Chapter operations and 
successful Chapter leadership strategies. We 
have focused on the importance of the Chapter 
Directors position but just as important is the sup-
porting staff of able and willing assistants who fill a 
variety of roles, performing tasks that are vital to 
the long term health of the Chapter as a whole. In 
every Chapter, as the years go by, our Chapter 
Directors step down for a host of reasons. 
 
Health, age, employment, financial or family is-
sues all take their toll and a Chapter can find itself 
in the situation where a long serving capable and 
popular Chapter Director needs to step down. Ide-
ally, the members of the supporting staff, begin-
ning (ideally) with a good Assistant Chapter Direc-
tor are there to step in and continue in the leader-
ship role. This is how it was originally intended 
when the GWRRA Chapter structure was de-
signed many years ago. 
 
But as time has gone by and the demographics of 
our Chapters has changed, sometimes the full 
supportive staff or even the position of Assistant 
Chapter Director isn't there to fill in, as designed. 
When a long serving and well liked Chapter Direc-
tor steps down, there is often a sense of shock or 
disappointment among the Chapter members 
who've become accustomed to the smooth leader-
ship of the outgoing Director and all the good 
times that they've enjoyed. When there's no one 
immediately there to take over and maintain conti-
nuity, the Chapter can fall into disarray and even 
dissolution. 
 
This is where the Challenge" part comes in. For a 
Chapter to remain open and active (by GWRRA 
guidelines) there must be a Chapter Director and 
a Treasurer. These two positions  are required. 
This is where the support staff (such as it might 
be) comes in. If the members have for years en-
joyed a well-oiled and fun filled Chapter, and now 
their Chapter Director is gone, somebody has got 
to STEP UP. To paraphrase an old patriotic say-
ing, "now is the time for all good members to 
come to the aid of their Chapter" 
 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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ARE YOU READY?  It’s 
Rally Season, finally. We 

start off with the LA Rally the last weekend of 
March. This is always a great time and Red and 
his LA team put on quite a party. The good times, 
friends and Cajun food are out of this world.  In 
April comes the Region Rally.  We are having an 
underlying twist to this year’s rally. We want to 
get you ready for the riding season. So, we are 
addressing several items to get you and your 
bike ready. 
 
First we get our bikes ready: 
Most of us know what the TCLOCS inspection is, 
but do we really know what we are looking for? 
We will set up a bike in the “commons area” in 
the vendor room and demo each element of the 
T-CLOCS throughout the rally. 
 
Next we get ourselves ready: 
Come participate in the new workshop “R U 
ready 2 Ride”. It is a hands on workshop which 
will give you new insight into how to prepare 
yourself for the riding season. There will also be 
a new workshop entitled “Away We Go” which 
will be a big help in trip planning. “Bee Smart” will 
help us keep our minds sharp. Some of us really 
need 
this! 
 
How do we stay rested and focused 
while on long rides? 
We will be having exercise classes that focus on 
the parts of the body which get tired and sore 
from motorcycle riding: the feet and ankles, lower 
back, shoulders and neck.  We will have lessons 
in “Boogie Woogie” line dancing so you can have 
some aerobics to do in you motel rooms at night. 
Or you might want to do this at the pool to enter-
tain your friends.  
We will also have a discussion on items that may 
help you stay fresh and energized while away 
from home. I call this little power point, “Riding 
Nekkid!” You have to see it to get it! 
 
There will other things as well. The opening cere-
mony will feature real boogie woogie dancers.  

Reba and Jim Berry 
Region H Directors 

April Region H  
Newsletter 

The rally will feature drill teams, on bike games, 
people’s choice bike show, light parade, talent 
show, district cup competition and a boogie 
woogie dance off, just to name a few.  There 
will be a Dutch treat dinner at several participat-
ing restaurants on the Marshall Square fol-
lowed by free ice cream. H & W Honda will 
again have an open house/lunch for us.  There 
will be guided and unguided lunch and break-
fast rides. Thanks to the folks at TX Chapter I in 
Marshall. 
 
This is going to be a blast. Don’t 
miss it. We want to see you. 
 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

 

======= Bluebonnet Rally Pictures ======= 

Robin Thacker was a real swinger 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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We are excited to 
here who your new Texas District Directors 
will be. As we write this article, whoever 
turned in their resume’ for the position is get-
ting interviewed by the Region staff. We 
have already begun to make things a smooth 
transition for the new Directors. We are look-
ing forward to sitting down and visiting and 
helping them in any way.  
 
This weekend we are headed to the Louisi-
ana District Rally in Lafayette. It might rain 
but we are still going to visit with friends and 
have fun. We have seen so many times that 
a chapter has planned an event and just be-
cause the weather shows that it is going to 
rain, the director cancels the event. We say 
go anyway. Yes, you might not be able to 
ride to the event but you can share a vehicle 
and still go. You will still have fun visiting and 
laughing with friends. Just think of all the 
memories you’re missing out on by not go-
ing. Yes, this is a motorcycle association, but 
it’s also about “FUN” safety and knowledge.  
 
Next weekend on April 8th we will be headed 
to Texas Chapter O’s 30th Anniversary Blue-
bonnet campout/rally in Fredericksburg Tex-
as. It is a beautiful ride to Lady Bird Johnson 
Municipal Park. It will be located inside the 
Pioneer Pavilion. It will also be a rain or 
shine ride. Don’t forget to bring your nonper-
ishable food item for the local food bank.  
 
The third weekend brings Texas Chapter J’s 
rally on April 22nd. It will be located in Beau-
mont TX at the Cowboy Power sports dealer-
ship at 1250 South IH-10. There will be food, 
prizes, games and don’t forget the 25% off of 
items offered at the dealership (excluding 
tires and labor of course) More FUN offered 
in April. And for the last rally of the month, 
April 27th Lets all Boogie Woogie down to 
Marshall TX. to “The Region Rally”. Looks 
like there might be a Boogie Woogie District 

Dance off Challenge on Friday evening. They 
are even having Exercise classes, workshops 
and the ever so popular Art Class.  
 
Looks like that’s the end of the rallies for April in 
Texas.  
 
Let’s not forget to get out there and ride and visit 
with other chapters.  
 
We hope to see everyone at your TEXAS DIS-
TRICT RALLY on May 18, 19, 20 in Wichita 
Falls at the MPEC Center.  
 
Mike & Robin Thacker  
Texas District Director  

 
======= Bluebonnet Rally Pictures ======= 

Mike & Robin Thacker trying to keep the ball 
(balloon) in the air.  More commonly referred to as 
Director Training 

Texas District  
Director 

Mike & Robin Thacker 
Director’s Corner 

April Texas District  
Newsletter 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Randy & Kath Reese 
Texas District  

Rider Educators  
 
Group Riding  
 
Rally time is upon us and if 
you are like Kathy and me, 
we like to meet up with friends at our or another 
chapter to ride to the Rally together. The fun, 
pleasure, and the enjoyment of riding your motor-
cycle in a group with other GWRRA friends is an 
important part of what GWRRA is all about. 
GWRRA offers excellent training for team riding 
and road captain training. Since all chapter rides 
are by design a group ride, it is important to re-
view some of the ground rules at the beginning of 
each riding season. One benefit of GWRRA 
training is consistent guidelines that ensure any 
group you are riding with will follow the same 
procedures on the road.  
 
GWRRA developed a Team Riding manual sev-
eral years ago. They based it on the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation (MSF) training and it is very 
good. However, it has too much detail for this ar-
ticle so I thought I’d just share the MSF shorter 
version. Enjoy the riding season with all your 
GWRRA friends!  
 
QUICK TIPS: MSF’s Guide to Group Riding  
 
Motorcycling is primarily a solo activity, but for 
many, riding as a group – whether with friends on 
a Sunday morning ride or with an organized mo-
torcycle rally – is the epitome of the motorcycling 
experience. Here are some tips to help ensure a 
fun and safe group ride:  
 
Arrive prepared. Arrive on time with a full gas 
tank.  
 
Hold a riders’ meeting. Discuss things like 
the route, rest and fuel stops, and hand signals 
(see below). Assign a lead and sweep (tail) rider. 
Both should be experienced riders who are well-
versed in group riding procedures. The leader 
should be aware of each rider's skill level before 
the ride and monitor the riders during the ride.  
                                                Continued Next Page 
Keep the group to a manageable size, ideally 
five to seven riders. If necessary, break the 

======= Bluebonnet Rally Pictures ======= 

Food was great.  Everyone is eating 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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group into smaller sub-groups, separated by a 
few seconds, each with a lead and sweep rider.  
 
Ride prepared. At least one rider in each 
group should a first-aid kit and full tool kit, and all 
riders should carry a cell phone, so the group is 
prepared for any problem that they might en-
counter.  
 
Ride in formation. The staggered riding for-
mation allows a proper space cushion between 
motorcycles so that each rider has enough time 
and space to maneuver and to react to hazards. 
The leader rides in the left third of the lane, while 
the next rider stays at least one second behind 
in the right third of the lane; the rest of the group 
follows the same pattern. A single file formation 
with a minimum 2-second following distance is 
preferred on a curvy road, under conditions of 
poor visibility or poor road surfaces, entering/
leaving highways, or other situations where an 
increased space cushion or maneuvering room 
is needed.  
Avoid side-by-side formations, as they re-
duce the space cushion. If you suddenly needed 
to swerve to avoid a hazard, you would not have 
room to do so. You don’t want handlebars to get 
entangled 397196. 
  
 
Periodically check the riders following using 
your rear view mirrors. If you see a rider fall-
ing behind, slow down so they may catch up. If 
all the riders in the group use this procedure, the 
group should be able to maintain a fairly steady 
speed without pressure to ride too fast to catch 
up.  
 
If you’re separated from the group, don’t pan-
ic. Your group should have a pre-planned proce-
dure in place to regroup. Don’t break the law or 
ride beyond your skills to catch up.  
 
If a rider leaves during the ride, the rest of 
the group should re-form the staggered for-
mation by criss-crossing into the next vacant po-
sition. Although it would seem more efficient for 
the column directly behind the missing rider to 
move up, we do not recommend it because 
passing another rider within a lane can be risky.  

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Texas District  

Motor Awareness  
Coordinator 

Scott & Judy Finnell 
 
 

The Friends We Do Not Know  
 
Do you have a Facebook account? How about 
Instragram or Twitter account? Social media has 
become a part of the everyday life of many Amer-
icans. If you’ll allow me to generalize, I’d say that 
most users fall into one of two broad groups. The 
first group uses their social media accounts for 
only their closest friends. Closest friends being 
defined as family, school/college and work 
friends, etc. Meet these folks at a dinner party 
and send them a friend request; you’ll probably 
be ignored. The other group uses their social me-
dia much more broadly. Sure they have their fam-
ily, work and school friends, but they are more 
likely to include “affiliate” friends.  
 
Judy and I fall into both of these categories. She 
treats her account like Ft. Knox. Only people she 
knows very well is she connected to. I’m much 
less serious. (I’m also on social media a lot less 
often). If you looked at my FB page, in addition to 
the usual, you’d find evidence of my two pas-
sions: running and motorcycle riding. As a 60-
year-old marathon runner, I like to follow other 
runners, e.g., the 50 states marathon club. As a 
life long rider, I also like to follow the adventures 
of other riders. If I get a friend request from 
someone I don’t know, I go to his/her page. If I 
see a motorcycle, I connect. That’s my friend. 
We’ve never met and probably never will but we 
share a common love for riding. I’m glad to have 
GWRRA friends from all over the world that I’ll 
probably never meet.  
 
Thinking of friends we’ve never met, isn’t that the 
goal of our motorist awareness program? Don’t 
we want to make the public aware that bikes are 
out there in order to create the safest riding envi-
ronment possible? For that to happen, we need 
to make friends with people we’ve never met. 
Every time a motorist recognizes a rider on the 
road and yields the right of way or avoids turning 
in front of them, we’ve made a friend. I encourage 
you to look for ways to make friends as you ride. 

A friendly wave as you pass a truck or smiling at 
the kids in car next to you at a stop sign goes a 
long way at creating a friendly and safe riding ex-
perience. Most of the time we will never meet 
these folks. But the more friends we have out on 
the roads, the safer it will be for all of us.  
 
Ride safe, ride aware.  
Scott and Judy. 
===================================== 

 
MAY is MOTORCYCLE SAFETY  

AWARENESS MONTH 
 
May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. With 
warmer weather, it’s time to remind everyone to 
be on the alert and to share the road with motor-
cyclists. 
 
Riders who have been cooped up all winter are 
excited to be out on the road again, but that 
shouldn’t stop them from using caution. 
 
Both motorcyclists and motorists need to be 
aware of their surroundings. Checking blind 
spots, mirrors and using turn signals are neces-
sary when changing lanes and when passing. 
 
Distracted driving has been on the rise, too. Dis-
tractions during driving could mean the difference 
between seeing a motorcyclist or not when pre-
paring to change lanes.  Don’t let one text change 
anyone’s life forever! 
 
Riders need to take precautions as well. Take a 
defensive driving course, wear protective gear 
and keep your bike in its best working condition. 
Also, be aware of any road hazards and danger-
ous weather conditions. 
 
Most of all, enjoy your ride and make it home 
again! 
 
The Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Blue Bonnet Rally Pictures. 

You think you’ve seen it all!   
And then. . . 
 

David and I ride our Gold Wing very often.  We 
have seen people do things on bikes that are less 
than smart!  Weaving between lanes!  Cutting 
People OFF!  Speeding!  Not Paying attention 
and so on 
 
Well this past Saturday I honestly have to say we 
saw the absolutely most bizarre thing that a mo-
torcycle rider could do in our opinion.  We were 
on our way to San Antonio Cycle Plex to spend 
our gift certificate that we won at another chap-
ters rally last year.  (Just another perk of support-
ing other chapters!)  We were not on a little back 
country road we were on I-35! 
  
Yes all the things listed above are terrible but this 
item is writing your own suicide note.  The individ-
ual was riding a large cruiser.  His gear consisted 
of: 
 Wind blowing through his air (and ears), 
 His Muscles protruding out of his muscle shirt, 
 His gym shorts swaying with the wind 
 And his bare toes protecting him from the haz-

ards of the road, 
 And his bare feet making sure he knew where 

ever rock was in the road. 
 
THE MAN WAS BAREFOOT!  Seriously!  We talk 
about all the gear all the time.  I think he thought 
if you wore no gear one time you might not have 
to do that again because your chance of your 
body surviving  if you bit the dust are slim to 
none! 
  
Just when you think you’ve seen it all you run into 
the above…  Guess again. 
  
I don’t think it is necessary to say wear your gear! 
But I’ll say WEAR YOU GEAR! 

Educator’s Desktop 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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and other key people.  
 
Develop a sense of 
responsibility in your 
team - Help to devel-
op good character 
traits that will help 
them carry out their 
professional responsi-
bilities.  
 
Ensure that tasks are 
understood, supervised, and accomplished - 
Communication is the key to this responsibility.  
 
Train as a team - Although many so called lead-
ers call their organization, department, section, 
etc. a team; they are not really teams... they are 
just a group of people doing their jobs. Use the 
full capabilities of your organization - By devel-
oping a team spirit, you will be able to employ 
your organization, department, section, etc. to its 
fullest capabilities.  
 
Now success with these top ten points doesn't 
come overnight or quickly. All team members 
should embrace your vision of how to run the 
chapter and have fun while doing it.  
 
Speaking of fun, Gillian and I hope you are plan-
ning on attending the forthcoming Louisiana and 
Region H Rallies where the new ITCP Presenta-
tions will be rolled out. If not then make a note in 
your dairy to attend the Texas District Rally 
where we will be doing two great new work-
shops.  
 
Gillian & Cliff Allen  
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org  
Texas District Trainers  
Tel: 214-886-5798  

Texas District 
Trainers 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 
 

From April District 
Newsletter 

 
Continuing our theme 

of leadership within a chapter I'd like you to 
consider the following points. As chapter direc-
tors we often lead by example, sometimes it 
comes naturally but are we doing all we can to 
lead and empower our teams.  
 
Principles of Leadership 
To help you be, know, and do, follow these ten 
principles of leadership:  
 
Know yourself and seek self-improvement - In 
order to know yourself, you have to understand 
your be, know, and do, attributes. Seeking self 
improvement means continually strengthening 
your attributes. This can be accomplished 
through self-study, formal classes, reflection, 
and interacting with others.  
 
Be technically proficient - As a leader, you must 
know your job and have a solid familiarity with 
your team's tasks.  
 
Seek responsibility and take responsibility for 
your actions - Search for ways to guide your 
organization to new heights. And when things 
go wrong, as they often tend to do sooner or 
later - do not blame others. Analyze the situa-
tion, take corrective action, and move on to the 
next challenge.  
 
Make sound and timely decisions - Use good 
problem solving, decision making, and planning 
tools.  
 
Set the example - Be a good role model for 
your team. They must not only hear what they 
are expected to do, but also see. “We must be-
come the change we want to see.” - Mahatma 
Gandhi  
 
Know your people and look out for their wellbe-
ing - Know human nature and the importance of 
sincerely caring for your workers.  
Keep your team informed - Know how to com-
municate with not only them, but also seniors 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Smile! 
You’re on camera! 

 

Laughter is good 

for the soul! 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Lunch  at  Andice General store— 
 
Picking up donations for Blue Bonnet  Rally at Killeen  Power 
Sports. 
 
PS:  WE APPRECIATE  ALL THE  DONATIONS FROM 
BUSINESSES AND INDIVIUDALS.  THANK YOU!!! 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Kickstands Up! 
Upcoming Events  

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.                        
For an up-to- date monthly list,  

visit the Chapter O web site at  www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html  

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email/Web Phone 

TBD  
May Chapter Meet-
ing, TBD 

Location TBD Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

May 5th 
2017 

 Cinco De Mayo 
Celebrate the Mexi-
can army defeating 
the French. 

  

May 14, 
2017 

 Mothers Day 

Celebrate with your 
MOM.  If it was not 
for her you would 
not be here. 

  

May 18-20 
2017 

 Texas District Rally Wichita Falls TX   

May 29, 
2017 

 Memorial Day 
Celebrate your 
Freedom 

  

June 8 –
11, 2017 

 
Republic of Texas 
Rally 

Austin Area   

June 18, 
2017 

 Fathers Day 

Remember you 
Dad also had 
something to do 
with you being here 

  

June 20, 
2017 

 Chapter Meeting I Hop Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

July 4, 
2017 

 Independence Day 
Celebrate your 
Freedom 

  

8-29 to 9-2 
2017 

 Wing Ding 39 Grapevine Texas   

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month 
Look out for Motorcycles  

They are Everywhere. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
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GWRRA Motto.. 
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

Ride Safe in 2013 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Texas Chapter O 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org

