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From the Chapter Director 

Lyle and Sheri Altes 

Hey O 
Well here we are in March, can you be-

lieve the weather we had in February, 

hope you were able to get out and enjoy it 

we have. We have had a couple of group 

rides, our Annual Gene Thomas Ride, also a Hooky Ride we did in the middle 

of the week that ended up at Hit the Spot Café in Garfield TX (For those not 

working). A camp out at Granger Lake and the same weekend a ride to 

Gruene, TX for lunch at the Gristmill Restaurant. As you can see our Chapter 

did a fair amount this last month but we are going to try and do more in the 

coming months.  

We are moving on and getting closer to the Bluebonnet Rally in  
Fredericksburg, TX and celebrating our Chapters 30th Anniversary. As we get 
closer to the rally we still have a lot of work to do, we need your silent  
auction items if you have any please contact Dave Strebbing 
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org or any of the staff. This year we are  
serving a BBQ plate for lunch featuring brisket and chicken, we are going to 
add back some off bike games and still looking for other ideas. We will have  

Some of what’s inside 
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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987.  While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier, 
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas.  Come join us at one of our 
gatherings or rides!  Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact infor-
mation is on page 2.  Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web 

Contnued page 3                          

 
Chapter Meetings 

The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm 
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval  

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
mailto:waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
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 Director 
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860  

 
Assistant Director 

Ken and Teri Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Educator 
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350 
 

Membership Enhancement 
Dawn Sprague,  512-301-3092 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Ken Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Couple of the Year 2016 
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Shirley Strebbing 512-970-3949 
 

Ways and Means 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Webmaster 

Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230 
 

Camping Coordinator 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 

 
Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
 

Merchandise Coordinator 
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 

 
Chapter Of the Year Coordinator 

Kathy Reese,  512-744-3635 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Randy Reese,  512-744-3635 

 
 

 
 Director  

Mike & Robin Thacker 
 

Assistant Director  
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071 

 
 Educators 

Randy & Kathy Reese  512-744-3635 
 

Leadership Training 
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798 

 
MEC Coordinator 

2017 COY & CHOY Coordinator 
Lyle and Sheri Altes 512-897-0860 

 
2016-2017 COY 

Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635 
 

Treasurer 
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994 

 
Entertainment Coordinator 

Vendor Coordinator 
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071 

 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631 

Chapter O Team TX District Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” first hand?   
 
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at 
our Chapter gatherings.   
 
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm.  The location is at the IHOP 
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval 
Road in Austin, TX.  In case you get lost, the phone 
number is 512-345-7124.   
 
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.   
 
For more information, we encourage you to contact 
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to 
all are provided on this page).  
  
Wondering why you should join GWRRA?  Check out 
the benefits you will enjoy!                                                                           

Director /Newsletter Editors  
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275  

 
Assistant Director /Patches & Pins  

Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038  
 

Region H Trainer  
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892  

 
Webmaster  

Sam & Anita Belinoski  
 

Treasurer & Chapter of the Year Coord.  
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467  

 
Motorists Awareness Coordinator 

Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475  
 

2014-2015 COY  
Randy & Kathy Reese 

 
Educator 

Medic/First Aid Coordinators 
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365  

 
Vendor Coordinators  

Ruby Seal 903-856-5153  
 

Member Enhancement, Couple of the Year 
Coordinator,  

Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715 

Region H Team 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://gwrra.org/benefits.html
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            Assistant Directors                                                                                                 
Ken and Teri  Burnett 

Chapter Changes 
By now most of you know about 
the staff changes and some of the 
changes that are planned for the 
chapter.  Some of the staff mem-
bers have moved into new staff 

positions and some of the chapter members have 
moved into staff positions. While some of us are try-
ing to figure out what is needed from us to fulfill our 
new positions and how to put our own personal 
touches on them. I have to say that Shirley has taken 
on the Newsletter Editor position, added her own 
touches and is doing an excellent job. If you read the 
chapter's monthly newsletter and I hope that you do, 
you undoubtedly have noticed the changes. We have 
an excellent newsletter, but the thing that keeps it 
from being a great newsletter is YOU the chapter 
members. The one thing that our newsletter is miss-
ing is articles from our chapter members who are not 
on the staff.  Anybody can write an article about al-
most anything that is not offensive, it doesn't even 
have to be motorcycle related. If you have noticed 
that some of the additions that Shirley has made are 
not motorcycle related. You can write about past 
GWRRA or GoldWing experiences, maybe future 
things that you would like to do, or your other hob-
bies that you are interested in. We want to hear from 
you, our friends for fun and knowledge. 
 
Ken & Teri Burnett 
******************************************* 
BIRTHDAYS: 
       March  3rd -- Richard Seay 
       March  7th -- Steve Thomas 
       March  7th -- Robby Winfield 
       March  8th -- Helen Gnuechtel 
       March 26th -- Bob Houser 
 
   ANNIVERSARIES: 
       None 
 
   GWRRA ANNIVERSARY: 
 
       Kathy Reese -- 2005 
       Sheri Altes -- 2010 

 
         Directors continued from page 1 
 
our Bluebonnet ride, and please do not forget the 
can good donations for the Fredericksburg Foodbank 
we would like to make this the biggest donation we 
have done yet. Get your registrations in early and tell 
all your friends and help make this a rally and anni-
versary to remember!! 
We have heard that not everyone is getting ride 

schedule notifications, we are working to figure out 

what is happening until then, we will send out a 

group email when the event is created to let you 

know it is there. You can check the ride schedule on 

our website anytime for the info. We are also adding 

the upcoming events to our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/gwrraaustintxchaptero/ while 

there check out all the pictures posted on page with 

all of our rides and events, and if you are on a ride or 

other function and take pictures please send them to 

director@goldwingaustin.org or                                

director2@goldwingaustin.org and we will get them 

posted on Facebook page and newsletter.  

Keep an eye on your email and the newsletter we are 

trying to get some training planned for the coming 

months, Chapter T has been conducting some train-

ing classes and have been graciously including us. We 

will keep you informed about these opportunities. 

One last thing our March meeting will be March 21, 

2017 at the IHOP 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at 

Duval Road in Austin, TX, but in April we will be 

changing things up our April Meeting will be Thurs-

day April 20, 2017 at El Rincon, 200 E Pecan St # 9, 

Pflugerville, TX. Please come early and visit and eat 

meeting will be from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. We will 

send out group emails as reminders in advance to 

help and remind you. 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 

    

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
https://www.facebook.com/gwrraaustintxchaptero/
https://www.facebook.com/gwrraaustintxchaptero/
mailto:director@goldwingaustin.org
mailto:director2@goldwingaustin.org
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            Assistant Directors                                                                                                 
Ken and Teri  Burnett 
Gene Thomas Donation Ride 

 
Saturday February 11th started out 
warm, overcast and breezy, but 
turned into a beautiful really warm 
day one the clouds burned off. We 

had 10 bikes, trikes and 1 four wheeler with 16 peo-
ple meetup at the Cafe 290 in Manor. Most of us ar-
rive early to sign in, socialize and take photos. We 
even took some pictures with the manager of the 
cafe and we are now on the cafe's Facebook page. 
We took a short ride over to the outskirts of Manor to 
deliver our toiletries to a recovery house. It was a 
good thing that Dave and Shirley were with us be-
cause I thought that we were going to a church. 
When I planned the route on my GPS I did not put in 
the exact address because I thought that it was a 
church at the dead end of the street. I thought that it 
would be obvious and I did not want to miss my way 
point. Boy was I surprised when we got to the end of 
the street and there were multiple houses to choose 
from. Anyway we made it to the house and was met 
out front by a couple of really nice people who spoke 
with us, took pictures and thankfully excepted our 
donations. After taking photos we loaded up and 
headed out to ride over to the Catfish Parlor for 
lunch, but not without incident. The ride went well 
until we were getting near Hwy 183 and encountered 
road construction and heavy traffic. I followed my 
GPS which I thought was leading around the traffic, 
but instead it took us down a side street that led into 
private property that was gated and we had to make 
a u-turn. We headed back into the traffic without 
much problem when I heard a lot of talk on the CB 
from several people in the back of the group. Evident-
ly Sheri had left her gloves on the back of the trike for 
much of the ride and had to retrieve them while stuck 
in traffic. After getting through the traffic the rest of 
the ride went well and we arrived at the Catfish  
Parlor on time. We had four more people meet us at 
the Catfish Parlor for a total of 20 people for a lunch 
that the chapter paid for. We had a good meal and 
lots of fun as usual. These are the things that make 
our rides fun and always an adventure! If you couldn't 
make it, we missed you and we hope that you can 
join us next time. 

What Is ITCP training  

By Tom Sprague 

Instructor Training Certification Program (ITCP).  This 

is a new style of training GWRRA is offering to its 

members.  I just completed ITCP training in Guthrie 

Oklahoma on the 19th of Feb.  GWRRA University is 

looking for folks that may want to conduct this type 

of training.  The GWRRA University is scheduling the 

new training around the USA.  The Training was a lot 

of fun and I believe in the long run it will benefit all 

our members of GWRRA.  I have heard some concern 

as to what will happen with the current training we 

are receiving.  Well it will still be offered.  The catch 

is some of the current courses will be converted to 

the new style of training.  These are the courses that 

will benefit most by the new style.  Oh Yes, what do 

we mean by the New Style.  Well it is more interac-

tive.  With the new style, the days of slipping into a 

seminar and catching a few winks are over.  Partici-

pants will be asked to “PARTICIPATE”.  Can you imag-

ine that.  Also do not worry if you are going for Chap-

ter of the Year.  All courses we as Chapter O take will 

count toward the points we get for taking courses.  

Again, the catch is the courses that are targeted for 

upgrade will only count April 1.  At this time there 

about 30 current seminars that will be replaced with 

the new Seminar Modules. 

 

To find more about the new training you can go to 

the GWRRA national website http://gwrra.org/.  

Then use the navigation bar at the top of the page.  

Put your cursor on the PROGRAMS tab, at the end of 

the scroll bar that pops up you will see GWRRA Uni-

versity.  Try to move your cursor along the line to 

the University tab.  When you are successful click on 

it, you will see a page that announces GWRRA UNI-

VERSITY IS EVOILVING.  Just below this red an-

nouncement there is a blue announcement to Go To 

The Interim University Website.  You are there.  

Now if you are interested as to what the initial list of 

new modules will be you will have to look at the top 

               (continued on page 15 Tom)  

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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The donation ride and Gene Thomas Memorial ride start-
ed by meeting up at the 290 Café in Manor.  As is true 

with most Chapter O gatherings food was available. Some 
people joined together and ate breakfast at the café prior 
to the official ride starting.  Jack Spoaraco the owner of 

the Café introduced himself, welcomed us back, and 
found time to take a picture with the group.  Jack is the 

man in the black shirt on the far right. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter O member’s have 
been collecting toiletries 
that they receive from trips 
they take.  On February 
11th these items were put 
to great use.  There is a re-
covery home in Manor 
Texas that helps men to re-
cover from addictions and 
give them a place to stay 
until they can get back on 
their feet. Chris the direc-
tor of the home was very 
grateful for the supplies  

Chris was very appreciative of all the donated items. 
                 A picture is worth a thousand words!                                   

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Gail Thomas is all smiles as the legacy 
of her husband was celebrated at the 
Catfish Parlor. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Region Director 
Reba and Jim Berry 

 
I am going to start this off on a 
somber note. We were at a 
funeral the other day and the 

minister said something that really stuck out to me. He 
said, at the end of the day, when your life is coming to an 
end, all you have left is your memories. If you can feel, 
taste or smell it, you can’t take it with you. This is why we 
love GWRRA. We have so many memories to take with us. 
Remember last month I mentioned the friends that appro-
priately named their gold wings Memory Makers 1, 2 and 
3. Now the time of the year is here to start afresh on the 
memories. RALLY TIME!  
 
LA in March, Region in April, TX in May, KS in June, AR in 
July, Wing Ding in Aug/Sep and OK in October. Grab a cou-
ple and have a blast. I can’t wait to see you guys doing the 
Boogie Woogie at the Region Rally. Medic First Aid train-
ees will be standing by! We want to say thank you to Red 
and Brenda Roussel, LA District Directors and Mike and 
Robin Thacker, TX District Directors who are all retiring at 
the conclusion of their respective rallies in March and 
May. Both of these couples have served our organization 
tirelessly and with great enthusiasm.  They have done an 
excellent job. Reach out to them and give them a pat on 
the back and a big old hug.  
 
Now, our next order of business will be to fill their shoes.  
In compliance with the appoint / appoint process of se-
lecting operations officers, we will be accepting resumes 
for the position of LA Director thru February 15th and for 
the TX Director thru February 28th. When we say resume 
this means anything from a formal business type resume-
to a simple email telling us about your personal and GWR-
RA life, experiences and qualifications. These are two 
wonderful positions that are available. Please get your 
resume in early and avoid the rush!   
 
Monday, February 20th is National “Hoodie Hoo” Day. Our 
chapter (LA D) is going to dinner that night but first we are 
going to gather in a circle, raise our hands over our heads 
and chant “Hoodie Hoo” 3 times. The purpose is to chase 
away the winter blahs and bring in spring.  Technically, 
this is supposed to be done at noon, but hey, most of us 
still work for a living. Why doesn’t your chapter help us 
out? 
Jim & Reba Berry  
Region H Directors 

Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 

It’s Here – The New GWRRA 
University 

The long awaited GWRRA Uni-
versity has begun its roll out in 
Region H. What is GWRRA Uni-
versity?   It is the combination of 

ALL training presented within GWRRA, using a new 
presentation methodology to make it not only more inter-
esting to those attending, but presented in a manner to 
increase knowledge retention. Training will be a more in-
teractive dialog between students and instructor instead 
of the previous 'one way' slide shows with minimal stu-
dent involvement.  There are nearly 30 newly designed 
training modules ready for presentation by University In-
structors, and more on the way. The modules include top-
ics geared to those in or interested in GWRRA leadership 
positions, general GWRRA information of interest to all 
Members, and life skills enhancements of benefit in every-
one's daily personal and professional lives. The University 
also includes the all important Rider Education infor-
mation to enhance and extend our riding experience. All 
we need now are certified University Instructors.   

We will have our first class of University Instructor 
candidates on February 18-19. What's different about 
them? University Instructors  are those folks who possess 
the presentation skills needed for the new training meth-
odology, have satisfactorily completed  the required train-
ing and are then certified to conduct the new training 
modules (previously known as seminars). They  will con-
duct training more as discussion leaders instead of just 
reading slides presenting information. Anyone interested 
in becoming a University Instructor should contact their 
District Trainer or myself. 

Finally, what happens to those previously certified as 
Goldwing University seminar presenters (including Senior 
and Master University Trainers)? They will continue to be 
able to present the 'information' seminars in their previ-
ous form, as long as they continue to exist. Over half of 
the previous seminars will be removed from the curricu-
lum and no longer available for presentation April 1, 2017. 
Others will be removed as they are updated to incorpo-
rate the new methodology. Those previously certified 
seminar presenters will need to complete the new Instruc-
tor Training Certification Program (ITCP) in order to be-
come University Instructors with the ability to present the 
new modules. 

Be on the lookout for presentation of the new train-
ing modules and check them out. 

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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count program and a Life Line Health Screening dis-
count. GWRRA offers a Visa card program where you 
can earn points for merchandise and travel, and 
there are other discounts available for other products 
and services such as Life Lock Identity Theft Protec-
tion and Motorcycle Shippers. 
 
Did you know that your membership offers tons of 
Discounts for Hotel and Travel? There are car rental 
discounts and even discounts for cruises. 
 
You can find out all the details about these benefits 
by visiting http://www.gwrra.org/benefits.html. 
These GWRRA benefits are intended to provide mem-
bers with options. We strongly encourage you to 
explore your benefits of being a GWRRA member. 
 
Kathy & Randy Reese 
Region H Couple of the Year 2016-2017 
Texas District Educators 

2016-2016 Region H 
Couple of the Year 
 
Did You Know . . . 
While we have been 
members of GWRRA for 
a long time, it still sur-

prises me at all of the wonderful benefits that mem-
bership in GW has to offer. Besides the benefit of rid-
ing with like-minded individuals – you get all this too. 
Check it out! 
 
Did you know that your membership includes a sub-
scription to Wing World Magazine? It is one of the 
industry leaders for information about the Gold Wing 
and Valkyrie, as well as product evaluations, riders' 
stories, technical information, beautiful photos, free 
classified ads, tours and rallies calendar, and much, 
much more. 
 
Did you know that your membership includes Rescue 
Towing and Emergency Roadside Assistance? As a 
paid Member of GWRRA, you receive FREE 24- 
hour/7-days-a-week towing up to 35 miles per disa-
blement and roadside assistance for your motorcycle 
or any motorcycle you are riding, including as a pas-
senger. If you have a Family membership, your regis-
tered household family members are covered too. 
 
Did you know that your membership includes a copy 
of the Gold Book Service Directory? You're never 
alone when you carry your Gold Book. Participating 
Members listed by state to assist you with lodging, 
tools, directions, or just fellowship. 
 
Did you know your membership includes an enor-
mous amount of Educational Opportunities? From 
the Rider Ed Levels program to classes on all sorts of 
subjects as well as leadership training, GWRRA has A 
LOT to offer you. 
 
Did you know that your membership includes a range 
of Member Benefit Discount Programs? You can take 
advantage of discounts on auto and motorcycle insur-
ance, life insurance, pet insurance, and long term 
care insurance. There is also a prescription drug dis-

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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It’s hard to believe 
we’re only three 
months away from 

your Texas District Rally. This year at the end of 
the rally you will be introduced to your new  
District Directors. We are excited to get some 
new blood and new ideas for our Texas  
members. 
    For this year’s rally, were going with the Indian 
theme because when we read about the history 
of Wichita Falls we found that the Wichita  
Indians were a group of Indians that lived there.  
 So for that reason we decided to go with “The 
Gathering of the Tribe” which is about our large 
group motorcycle rider that will be gathering 
together to have a large Pow Wow. With that 
being said, we decided to call the Chapter  
Participation game (after opening ceremony) the 
Pow Wow. This is where one member from each 
chapter will represent their chapter in this game. 
We’re not going to spoil it by telling you what 
the game will be, but everyone will have fun 
cheering for their team. 
    We have also provided everyone with what is 
needed to build and decorate a Tepee. You have 
your base, poles and rope to tie the Tepee poles 
together. Your chapter can assist is the Tepee 
design. 
This is the example 
we had at MWRU 
that Scott and Linda 
(Texas District Couple 
of the Year) 
made to give you 
some ideas. 
I am sure we will be 
blown away once again by all the great ideas that 
everyone comes up with. The Tepee designs 
WILL NOT be a part of the Chapter POW WOW. 
We do not want the awesome art work to get 
damaged in anyway. 
You do not want to miss the Pow Wow this 

year, there may be some special items that you 
don’t want to miss out on. There will be a  
competition for the best decorated Tepee design 
and they will be displayed on several table for 
everyone to admire during the rally. 
    Let’s not forget that the Level IV breakfast will 
be FREE to every current level IV member. Don’t  
forget that once you’re at Level IV you will away be 
at Level IV, but it’s up to you to keep yourself  
current with your First Aid/CPR and Riding Courses. 
On the GWRRA website you can check the status 
yourself. If you have problems, get with your Chap-
ter or District Ride Educator. If you’re not current, 
you still have time. Riding courses and First Aid/CPR 
classes will be offered at the Louisiana District Rally 
in March and the Region Rally in April. Some Texas 
Chapters are also offering the First Aid/CPR courses. 
    Now, if you’re not a current Level IV member 
check out the registration form in the newsletter 
or on the Texas Website. 
    DON’T FORGET to PRE-REGISTER if you plan on 
going on the Casino Bus Trip on Thursday evening, 
after opening Ceremony. It is a free trip and 10.00 
Free Play. It is a 20 minute ride to the casino. We are 
still working on the details but we believe the buses 
will be picking everyone up from the Host Hotels. 
    With that being said, we have checked with the 
Hotels and the Baymont Inn is FULL for that  
weekend and the Days Inn next door is still taking 
reservations but is filling up fast. (Hotel information 
is on the registration form) GET YOUR HOTEL NOW. 
HURRY UP. WHAT AREYOU WAITING ON? 
    The rally schedule will be finished very soon 
and will be on the website. 
    Enjoy the beautiful riding weather and have 
some fun. Don’t forget to check out all the upcoming 
events on the website under the FUN 
tab. If you have an upcoming event you want 
added to the fun list just let us know and it will 
be added, too. 
 
Mike & Robin Thacker 
Texas District Director 

Texas District  
Director 

Mike & Robin Thacker 
Director’s Corner 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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********************************************************************************** 

How did the Irish Jig get 
started? 
Too much to drink and not 
enough restrooms! 
******************************** 
What do you get when you 
cross poison ivy with a four-
leaf  clover?  
A rash of  good luck.* 
******************************** 
What does it mean when you 
find a horseshoe? 
Some poor horse is going 
barefoot! 
****************************************** 
 

Happy New Year 
Winger Officers and 
family!!! 
An exciting year is ahead of 
us and I can’t wait to get go-
ing! Some of you are just 

becoming Officers and your year feels a bit rocky 
right now but remember there is loads of help out 
there all you have to do is ask. For those returning 
Officers, as well as the new, please remember that 
it is your responsibility to guide your Chapter / Dis-
trict / Region for the year 2017. Your vision, objec-
tive or goals must come through with passion and 
conviction but also must be steeped in wisdom. 
GWRRA is a fantastic organization with so much to 
offer it Members. Our Members are each so differ-
ent and have different wants, needs, desires and we 
need to offer a variety of activities, rides and adven-
tures to speak to each in some way. 
One of the best ways is to solicit help! This is not a 
solo job and you need your advisors. Look around, 
they are your Team, they are past Officers and they 
are enthusiastic Members. If someone suggests and 
idea, and it doesn’t matter what you might think 
but what do the Members think, have them lead a 
task force to explore the possibilities. Then bring 
the findings back to you and your Team and discuss 
its merits. Then, if possible, give it a try. We need to 
engage our flexibility and a bit of a thick skin to 
weather some of what leadership has to offer and 
at other time we bask in the fun! Have a fun year 
and we’ll talk more about new ideas next writing. 
40th Anniversary Disco Ball, Throw Back to the De-
sert Disco Ball Wing Ding 39 I invite each and every 
one of our Officers and Members to join in the cele-
bration at Wing Ding 39 in Grapevine, TX for the last 
planned GWRRA Anniversary get together in 2017. 
Don’t miss out, we are planning a very special even-
ing on Thursday that will include, to attendees of 
the dinner only, a special commemorative 40th An-
niversary gift! Come and make memories with all of 
us and say thanks to Paul and Shirley for their 
dream, vision and great organization! I know they’ll 
appreciate hearing from you! 
Anita & JR Alkire 
623-445-2380 
president@gwrra.org 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
 
It was so Great seeing Everyone at 
our Chapter Meeting on February 

21st.  A BIG WELCOME to Jax & Laura Saucedo!!! 
 
Dave Strebbing gave a Super Safety Talk regarding 
"Lane Splitting"  Right now for Texas, it is kind of in 
Limbo as being "Lawful".  Think about your Safety if 
you do decide to "lane split" and the reactions of 
other drivers.  Then an interesting Quiz regarding 
"Turn Signals": their purpose--got a lot of discussion 
on this on what other drivers do.  Thank You Dave!! 
 
No GWRRA #'s were claimed. 
 
Congratulations to Randy Reese & Tom Sprague as 
they are now Certified (no jokes).  They went 
through the new Instructor Course (ICTP) in Guthrie, 
OK. the weekend of Feb. 18th.  They are now quali-
fied to lead the new Seminars that are being offered 
by GWRRA.   
 
The Progressive Drawing was for $10.00 and the 
lucky Member was Tom Sprague.  Next month it will 
be for $5.00.  Remember, you have to be present to 
WIN!! 
 
 
Thank you to Randy Reese for coming up with a 
"Hooky Ride" on Jan. 31st.  6 Members joined 
him.  On Feb. 11th, Ken Burnett led a ride to drop of 
"Toiletries" at the Starlite Recovery Home in Man-
or.  After that, everyone went to the Catfish Parlour 
South in honor of Gene Thomas.  Thank You 
Ken.  Then on Feb. 18th, Steve Thomas led a ride to 
Guerne for Lunch at the Gristmill.  Thank You Ste-
ve.  And on Feb. 25th, Ken Burnett led a ride to Elgin 
for Soul Food at Eva Mae's.  Thank you again, Ken!!! 
 
The Prestigious Wing Nut Award, after several nomi-
nations, went to Steve Thomas.   

  OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
Dawn Sprague 

 
DON'T Forget that our Annual Bluebonnet Rally is 
just around the corner (April 8th).  If you have any 
Items that we can use when you Spring Clean for 
our Silent Auction, PLEASE bring them to our 
Meeting on March 21st.  Give them to Dave Streb-
bing.  Also, we do give out Door Prizes, so if you 
would like to donate anything, Please give them 
to Dawn Sprague. 
 
Til our next meeting on March 21st, 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun 
Dawn Sprague  
************************************************************ 

CONGRATULATIONS to all our WINNERS!!!! Now 
for the Door Prizes and 50/50: 
 
     DOOR PRIZES: 

 

 
 
      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Israel Guerra 

Beanie &  
Flashlight 

  Dave Strebbing 
Chips with Dip 

Packet 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Richard Seay   - - 
Beanie & Meas-
uring Tape 
 
 
 
 
Randy Reese    - - 

2 Chile Mugs with a Can of Chili 
 
 
 
 
John Osborn    -- Box 
of Snacks with Sau-
sage, Cheese, Crack-
ers, Etc. 
 
Tom Sprague    -- 
Stuffed Mardi Gras 

Toy with Beads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred Gnuechtel -- 
Stuffed Mardi Gras Toy 
with Beads 
 
 
 

Dawn Sprague -- Traveling 
Theme Basket 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
20% winner Richard Seay 
 
 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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     Excessive Tire Wear 
        A list of causes 

By: Shirley Strebbing and 
James R. Davis 
Accident free riders usually 

don’t get that way due to “luck of the Irish”.  It is usu-
ally because of their continuing education, their con-
sistent practice and their diligence of keeping their 
bike in good repair.  Here is an article on determining 
causes of “tire wear.” 
 
Excessive tire wear, and/or cupping, is a problem that 
most motorcyclists experience over time. Too often 
this is simply the result of failing to maintain proper 
tire pressure. However, this is far from a complete 
answer. 
 
Cupping is a phenomena that is absolutely normal! 
Excessive cupping or excessive wear on one side of 
the tire as compared to the other is not. 
 
There are at least seven causes of cupping and/or un-
even wear in the front tire other than tire air pres-
sure: 
 
Most roads are banked away from the center. Thus, if 
you ride vertical, the side of your tire closest to the 
center of the road wears more. 
 
Your tires 'scuff' when you force a speed change with 
them. The rear tire scuffs when you accelerate and 
when you brake (and every time you ride in a direc-
tion other than straight ahead.) Thus, it tends to have 
even 'cupping' as compared to the front tire (which 
scuffs when you brake but not when you accelerate.) 
 
While alignment is not usually a problem with motor-
cycles - it can be. 
 
Carrying an unevenly divided load (all your tools, 
jumper cable, etc.) in one saddlebag can result in your 
riding the bike other than vertical most of the time. 
 

Setting your TRAC (anti-dive) unequally can easily 
cause uneven tire wear. 
 
If one of your front shocks is defective you will ex-
perience uneven tire wear. 
 
Excessive use of the front brake will result in exces-
sive cupping.    
 
Ride safe, Ride often! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educator’s Desktop 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 

 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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 Continued from page 4 Tom 

 

of the GWRRA University page, and move your cursor 

over to the Resources tab (Again, at the top of the 

page).  When your cursor is on the Resources tab be-

low that tab will be a pop up that has Seminar Mod-

ule List.  Just move down there and you will be pre-

sented with list of 27 new style modules that will be 

offered.  I am guessing this list will grow.  So you see 

GWRRA is now offering more training to our mem-

bers.  I hope this helps to clear up some of the confu-

sion on what is happening.  Through my life I have 

learned to embrace change.  If you do not learn to 

embrace change then it will run you over.  I learned 

long ago  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 ATTENTION 

 

Donation letters  for Blue Bonnet 

Rally are on the Chapter O website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chapter O would officially like to thank Steve Thom-
as  for doing something worthy of receiving the 
prestigious reward of “Wing Nut”  After a few 
months of everyone being on their best behavior or 
at least no one tattling about them the wing nut 
award was finally met with  several competitors vy-
ing for the “Wing Nut”  First we want to thank Ste-
ven Thomas for leading a ride to Guerne Texas.  It 
was a great ride along the Guadalupe River.  When 
we got to Guerne we qucikly realized it was this was 
one of the big festivals Guerne has through the 
year.  Well this means parking is at a premium.  
Well the leader (Steven) was able to get one of the 
only parking spots near the Gristmill restuarent.  
Everyone else was religated to parking quite a ways 
away.  When everyone walked back to the Gristmill 
Steven was setting on the railing of the enterence 
of the Gristmill waiting for everyone.  It seems just 
as everyone was arriving there was a bus load com-
ing into the restaurent.  It must have skipped Ste-
ven mind to get in line for the group.  Since he was 
not in line and the load from the bus got in before 
we did we all had to wait almost 1 hour to get seat-
ed.   

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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EVA MAE’s Ride by Kathy Reese 
 
Fourteen people enjoyed the  brisk trip from Woods 
Fun Center in Austin TX to Eva Mae’s Restaurant in 
Elgin Texas on 02/25/2017. 

 
Steve Thom-
as was mak-
ing sure the 
resturaunt 
didn’t run 
out of quar-
ters! 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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What do you get when you 
cross poison ivy with a four
-leaf  clover?  
A rash of  good luck. 

 
 
How did the Irish Jig get started?  
 
Too much to drink and not enough 
restrooms!  

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
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Kickstands Up! 
Upcoming Events  

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.                        
For an up-to- date monthly list,  

visit the Chapter O web site at  www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html  

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email/Web Phone 

3/21/17  Chapter O Mtg 
IHOP   Hwy 183 and 
Duval                        

Lyle & Sheri Altes 512-897-0860 

3/30 - 
4/1/17 

 
Louisiana District 
Rally  

Lafayette LA Red & Brenda Roussel  

4-8-17      
Blue Bonnet Rally 
Fredricksburg 

Fredricksburg Lyle & Sherri Altes 512-897-0860 

4/20/17  Chapter O Mtg 

El Rincon Mexican 
Restaurant 
200 Pecan St. E,  
Pflugerville TX 

Lyle & Sheri  Altes 512-897-0860 

4/22/17  
April Fools Run 
Chapter TX-J  

1250 South IH 10 
Beaumont, Tx 

Chris & Darla Kyle 409-651-7730 

4/27-
4/29/17 

     Region H Rally  Marshalll, TX Jim & Reba Berry  

5/18-
5/20/17 

 Texas District Rally Wichita Falls TX Mike & Robin Thacker  

8/29 - 
9/2/17 

 Wing Ding 39 Grapevine TS   

      

Bikes parked out front probably is a good 
sign that there is great chicken-fried steak 
inside. 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
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GWRRA Motto.. 
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

Ride Safe in 2013 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Texas Chapter O 

http://www.goldwingaustin.org

