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From the Chapter Director 
Lyle and Sheri Altes 

 
Hey O 
 
February is here and the weather is still acting 
strange not that we are complaining it actually has 
been pretty good for us here in the Austin area. We 
will see how this month goes and hopefully get a few 

rides in. One ride already on the schedule is the Annual Gene Thomas Ride on 
Feb.11, 2017. This year we are planning weather permitting to organize a charity 
ride to Manor TX to drop off toiletries to and organization in need of them. After the 
delivery we will ride to South Austin to the Catfish Parlor at 4705 East Ben White for 
lunch at 12:00pm, more details will follow watch our email and the Chapter Face-
book page www.facebook.com/gwrraaustintxchaptero/ . If the weather turns bad we 
will still meet for lunch to honor Gene Thomas but will reschedule the Charity ride 
for a later date. 
 
On January 14, ten of us from Chapter O attended the Texas District Mid-Winter 
Roundup in Wichita Falls TX. Other than rain and lots of fog we had a good time. 
This is the District’s annual business meeting to get all the District Chapter’s finan-
cials and other paper work checked out and turned in. We also had some very good 
informative training sessions and a lot of information passed out by District staff and 
others. Also the new Chapter Couples of the Year that were in attendance were in-
troduced. The swearing in of new officers in the District, this included Sheri and I as 
your new Chapter Directors and Ken & Teri Burnett as your new Assistant Chapter 
Directors. You can check out the front page of the District website www.gwrra-
tx.org/ for pictures of this event. 
 
(Continued on  page 3) 
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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987.  While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier, 
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas.  Come join us at one of our 
gatherings or rides!  Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact infor-
mation is on page 2.  Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web 

 

 
Chapter Meetings 

The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm 
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval  

http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.facebook.com/gwrraaustintxchaptero/
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.gwrra-h.org/
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 Director 
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860  

 
Assistant Director 

Ken and Teri Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Educator 
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350 
 

Membership Enhancement 
Dawn Sprague,  512-301-3092 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Ken Burnett,  512-497-1259 
 

Couple of the Year 2016 
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Shirley Strebbing 512-970-3949 
 

Ways and Means 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418 

 
Webmaster 

Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230 
 

Camping Coordinator 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 

 
Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
 

Merchandise Coordinator 
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 

 
Chapter Of the Year Coordinator 

Kathy Reese,  512-744-3635 
 

Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Randy Reese,  512-744-3635 

 
 

 Director  
Mike & Robin Thacker 

 
Assistant Director  

Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071 
 

 Educators 
Randy & Kathy Reese  512-744-3635 

 
Leadership Training 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798 
 

MEC Coordinator 
2017 COY & CHOY Coordinator 
Lyle and Sheri Altes 512-897-0860 

 
2016-2017 COY 

Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635 
 

Treasurer 
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994 

 
Entertainment Coordinator 

Vendor Coordinator 
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071 

 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 

Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631 

Chapter O Team TX District Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” first hand?   
 
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at 
our Chapter gatherings.   
 
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm.  The location is at the IHOP 
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval 
Road in Austin, TX.  In case you get lost, the phone 
number is 512-345-7124.   
 
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.   
 
For more information, we encourage you to contact 
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to 
all are provided on this page).  
  
Wondering why you should join GWRRA?  Check out 
the benefits you will enjoy!                                                                           

Director /Newsletter Editors  
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275  

 
Assistant Director /Patches & Pins  

Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038  
 

Region H Trainer  
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892  

 
Webmaster  

Sam & Anita Belinoski  
 

Treasurer & Chapter of the Year Coord.  
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467  

 
Motorists Awareness Coordinator 

Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475  
 

2014-2015 COY  
Randy & Kathy Reese 

 
Educator 

Medic/First Aid Coordinators 
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365  

 
Vendor Coordinators  

Ruby Seal 903-856-5153  
 

Member Enhancement, Couple of the 
Year Coordinator,  

Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195  

Region H Team 

http://gwrra.org/benefits.html
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            Assistant Directors 
         Ken and Teri  Burnett 

New Year Change 
 

Welcome to 2017, a new year with 
new changes. Many people don't like 
change, but change is inevitable. 
Sometimes we need to make change 

to make things better or to just keep things fresh and interesting. 
This new year brings in our new Chapter Directors, Lyle & Sheri 
Altes. This change also brings in new ideas of change to freshen 
things up. We need to keep things fresh and interesting so that the 
chapter thrives and grows. We need to keep our chapter members 
interested and involved in the chapter. Teri and I are the new As-
sistant Chapter Directors to help with support to Lyle, Sheri and 
the chapter. I have been the Ride Coordinator for the last 3 years 
and I have really enjoyed the position and all of our adventures 
that we have shared. I believe that the Ride Coordinator is proba-
bly one of the funniest positions in the chapter, but it is time for 
someone else to take over. I would like for someone else to enjoy 
the fun of this position and to bring some fresh and new ideas to 
the chapter. If anyone is interested in the position of 159391 Ride 
Coordinator, please contact any of the staff members and we will 
be glad to help you get started. As always if anybody has any 
ideas, please speak up. After all, this chapter is here because of 
and for it's members. Chapter life is a fun life, so get involved 
and enjoy it. 

**************************************************** 

Homemade Peanut Butter Cups 

 1 cup creamy peanut butter, divided 

 1/2 cup confectioners' sugar 

 4-1/2 teaspoons butter, softened 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 2 cups (12 ounces) semisweet chocolate chips 

 4 milk chocolate candy bars (1.55 ounces each), 

coarsely chopped 

Directions 

1. Combine 1/2 cup peanut butter, confectioners' sugar, 

butter and salt until smooth. 

2. In a microwave, melt chocolate chips, candy bars and 

remaining peanut butter; stir until smooth. 
Drop teaspoonful's of chocolate mixture into paper-lined 
miniature muffin cups. Drop a scant teaspoonful of peanut 
butter mixture into each cup; top with another teaspoon-
ful of chocolate mixture. If desired, decorate with sprin-
kles. Refrigerate until set. Store in an airtight container. 
Yield: 3 dozen. 

 (Continued from page 1 directors) 

 
As we move on into the year we are planning on trying some 
new things for our monthly meetings and other fun events. 
We decide not to make any changes for Feb and March Chap-
ter meetings. They will both still be at the IHOP on Research 
Blvd on the third Tuesday of the month. 
 

In April we will make our first change our monthly Chapter 
meeting will be held on Thursday April 20, 2017 and will be 
held at El Rincon Mexican Restaurant, 200 Pecan St. E,  
Pflugerville TX in the back room of the restaurant meeting at 
7:00pm, come early to eat. In May we are planning a picnic  
potluck & meeting on Saturday May 13, 2017 we are still  
working out the details so more will follow. These are just a 
couple of things we want to try and see how you like them 
there will be other things that we will be trying out over the 
year hopefully to try make things more enjoyable fun while 
trying not do the same old things. 
 
As always we are looking for your opinions and ideas let us 
know what you would like to see or what you would like to 

do, as we said before it is your Chapter and we want to work 
with you to make it as fun as possible. 

As you know we are getting closer to our Bluebonnet Rally, 
we have a lot of planning to do and are still in need of silent 
auction items, we are looking for ways to incorporate Chap-
ters O’s 30th Anniversary into the theme of this year’s rally 
we will be asking for help in making this year’s rally one of 
our best yet. Check out the flyer in this newsletter or on the 
chapter’s website. 
 
Let’s Get Out There And Ride!!    
Lyle & Sheri Altes 
Chapter Directors Texas O    

 
********************************************* 

You know you are in 

love when you can’t 

fall asleep because re-

ality is finally bet-

ter than your 

dreams.   
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 I am going to start this off on a 
somber note.  We were at a funeral the other day and the minister 
said something that really stuck out to me.  He said, at the end of 
the day, when your life is coming to an end, all you have left is 
your memories.  If you can feel, taste or smell it, you can’t take it 
with you.  This is why we love GWRRA.  We have so many 
memories to take with us.  Remember last month I mentioned the 
friends that  
appropriately named their gold wings Memory Makers 1, 2 and 
3.  Now the time of the year is here to start afresh on the memo-
ries.  RALLY TIME!  
 
LA in March, Region in April, TX in May, KS in June, AR in 
July, Wing Ding in Aug/Sep and OK in October.  Grab a couple 
and have a blast.  I can’t wait to see you guys doing the Boogie 
Woogie at the Region Rally.  Medic First Aid trainees will be 
standing by!  
 
We want to say thank you to Red and Brenda Roussel, LA Dis-
trict Directors and Mike and Robin Thacker, TX District Direc-
tors who are all retiring at the conclusion of their  
respective rallies in March and May.  Both of these couples have 
served our organization tirelessly and with great  
enthusiasm.  They have done an excellent job.  Reach out to 
them and give them a pat on the back and a big old hug. 
 
 Now, our next order of business will be to fill their shoes.  In 
compliance with the appoint/appoint process selecting operations 
officers, we will be accepting resumes for   
position of LA Director thru February 15th and for the TX Direc-
tor thru February 28th.  When we say resume this means any-
thing from a formal business type resume to a simple email tell-
ing us about your personal and GWRRA life, experiences and 
qualifications.  These are two  
wonderful positions that are available.  Please get your  
resume in early and avoid the rush!  
 
Monday, February 20th is National “Hoodie Hoo” Day.  Our 
chapter (LA D) is going to dinner that night but first we are go-
ing to gather in a circle, raise our hands over our heads and chant 
“Hoodie Hoo” 3 times. The purpose is to chase away the winter 
blahs and bring in spring.  Technically, this is supposed to be 
done at noon, but hey, most of us still work for a living.  Why 
doesn’t your chapter help us out?  
  
 Jim & Reba Berry 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Directors 

Jack Wagner 
GWRRA Deputy Director 

Region H Trainer 

 
 
 
 
 
      

Assistant Chapter Directors Are 
VIPs  
 You've just been installed as the 
new Chapter Director. What's 

your first move? Well, of course you need to put your 
team in place; we've discussed what that consists of previ-
ously. While every member of the Team is very important, 
possibly the most important Team member decision is 
that of your Assistant. Your choice of Assistant must be 
concurred in by the District Director – that in itself con-
veys some special status.  
  
You and your District Director should do a lot of discussing 
about the prospective Assistant Chapter Director. The 
choice should be made with the thought in mind that the 
Assistant may be the next Director. Anyone accepting the 
role of Assistant will be considered for the Director posi-
tion upon completion of the Director’s tenure. If at any 
time the Assistant feels that they cannot accept the even-
tual responsibilities of a Director, the Assistant should so 
inform their appointing Officer as soon as possible.  
  
Your Assistant should be heavily depended upon and con-
sidered almost as you would a “partner” in the operation 
of the Chapter. Your Assistant can do many things that 
you would normally do, including conducting gatherings 
and, if need be, team meetings in your absence. Why not 
allow your Assistant to conduct gatherings in your pres-
ence? What better way to find out firsthand how they well 
they perform.  
 
The Director has final approval on all decisions relating to 
the operation of the  
Chapter, and if your Chapter team is functioning as it 
should, then you will become more like an administrator 
to the Chapter, giving directions to coordinate a smoothly 
operating Chapter where everyone feels a part. In fact, 
your job, as Chapter Director should consist mostly of edu-
cating, informing, training, coordinating and directing the 
Chapter through the Assistant Chapter Director(s)) (yes, 
you can have more than one Assistant Chapter Director in 
a large Chapter) and Chapter team. The more you make 
the Members feel an important part of the decision-
making, the better operating, more enthusiastic, fun-to-be
-in Chapter you will have.  
                   ( Jack continued page 7) 
  
 

 



5 

February 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
 
It was so Great seeing Everyone at our Jan. 
17th Meeting.  A Big Welcome to Scott & 

Judy Finnell, the New Chapter Directors of T2!!  For those of us 
who went up to Wichita Falls for MWRU on Jan. 14th, we got 
to see Lyle & Sheri Altes taking the Oath of Office for becom-
ing our New Chapter Directors as well as Ken & Teri taking the 
Oath of Office as our New Assistant Chapter Directors!!!!   
 
Congratulations to Linda Poullard for having the Winning Pin 
Design for our upcoming Bluebonnet Rally in April.  It will be 
our Chapter's 30th Anniversary!!  Way to go, Linda. 
 
No GWRRA Numbers were claimed from our Jan. Newsletter 
though Teri Burnett did claim her Number from the Dec. News-
letter!!!  Continue to read our Newsletters carefully so you can 
"claim" your Prize!!! 
 
Dave Strebbing presented Tom Sprague with his 5 Year Level 4 
Senior Master Patches!!!  Then Dave went on to Congratulate 
our Chapter Members as having no "Incidents" for 2016.   Dave 
also gave an Awesome Rider Education Talk on "THINK 
FAST".  Always be Alert while Riding as it's easy not to be 
aware of how you got from one place to another.  He also re-
minded us that this is a Good Time of Year for T-Cloc, checking 
our Riding Gear, Age of our Helmets, Update our First Aid Kits, 
Etc.  BE PREPARED!!!  Thank You Dave. 
 
Progressive Drawing will Start Again.  For Feb., it will be for 
$10.00   You must be present to "WIN". 
 
There were No Nominations for our Prestigious Wing Nut 
Award. 

 
Lyle & Sheri presented Hubert & Linda Jackson with their Cou-
ple of the Year Certificates.  We are so proud to have them as 
our new Chapter Couple of the Year!!! 
 
HUBERT AND LINDA JACKSON       2017 COY 

  OH YEAH CHAPTER O 
Dawn Sprague 

 
Remember, If You Bring in an Item for our Door Prizes, you 
get a FREE 50/50 Ticket!!!!! 
 
Congratulations to ALL OUR WINNERS!!!! 
 
 
See Everyone at our Feb. 21st Meeting. 
 
Til then, 
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun 

Dawn Sprague 

 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

BIRTHDAYS: 
     Feb.  3rd -- Cathy Conniff 
     Feb.  4th -- Harry Bowers 
     Feb. 21st -- Rosie Guerra 

 
 
 
 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
NONE 
 

 
  

  
 GWRRA ANNIVERSARY: 
Steve Thomas -- 1988 
Lyle Altes 2010 
Randy Reese 2002 
 

 
David Strebbing Presenting Tom Sprague with his 5 year 
Level 4 Master Patches 
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Now for the Door Prizes & 50/50: 

 

    Judy Finnell -- Dip & Chips 
 
    

Tom Sprague  -- Chapter O Water Cup 
 
 
 

    Teri Burnett -- Chapter O Water Cup 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Dawn Sprague -- Chocolate Turtles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheri Altes  -- Chapter O Water Cup  Where oh where did this 
picture go?  Sherri you probably should have someone else snap 
a picture next time so Newsletter editor doesn’t have to get crea-
tive with finding a picture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   John Osborn  -- Traveling THEME BASKET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Reese Soup basket 
   50/50: 
 
    20% - $18.00 -- Sheri Altes 
    30% - $27.00 -- Dawn Sprague 
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20% - $18.00 -- Sheri Altes  Sorry folks no picture of Sher-
ri.  She ran away to spend her winnings before we could 
snap a picture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    30% - $27.00 -- Dawn Sprague 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken didn’t win anything; however he  couldn’t contain his 
excitement with  all the fun he was having at the chapter O 
meeting! 

                   (Jack continue from page 4) 
 
So, use your Assistant as an extension of yourself. They 
should function in that capacity under your direction just 
as you function under the District Director’s direction. If 
they are to be the next Chapter Director, you owe it to 
the Assistant Chapter Director and your Chapter partici-
pants, to provide all the training and experience possible. 
The more you allow your Assistant to do for you, the 
more they are helping the Chapter. Give them all the re-
sponsibility they will take. You are going to put in many 
hours of hard work over the months and years ahead 
building a good Chapter. Some day you will place every-
thing you built into the hands of another Chapter Direc-
tor. Shouldn’t they be the best prepared hands you could 
train?  
  
The more you know, the better it gets! Jack Wagner Re-
gion H Trainer  
*********************************************** 

“All you need is love. But a lit-
tle chocolate now and then 
doesn't hurt.”                                                      
Charles M. Schulz 
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NEWSLETTERS ... 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye 
Newsletters are the 
life blood of communi-

cation for our members. Newsletter editors are 
one of the most valuable (and many times least 
recognized) team members in GWRRA. For the 
record, I applaud each and every one of you!!! 
The time and effort it takes to pull information 
and pictures together month after month is some-
times a daunting task. Newsletters should be dis-
tributed monthly at no charge to ALL members 
both non-active and active within a chapter. The 
newsletter gives officers, team members and all 
members an opportunity to "talk" about rider edu-
cation, safety, events, trips, anniversaries, calen-
dar, etc.. National, Region and District activities 
should be represented as well. Editors need 
help! Everyone has a story to tell and a picture to 
share. If I could suggest only one thing that 
would improve nearly all newsletters, it's proper 
identification! First, GWRRA or Gold Wing Road 
Riders Association should be prominent with our 
current logo. Second, Chapter name, initials and/
or logo. Third, District and Region letter designa-
tion and/or logos. Last, include the month and 
year distributed. I've read newsletters that are 
one page and some that are thirty, forty and even  
fifty  plus pages. Some are very informative and 
some are well, let's just say less informative. 
Several important questions regarding the news-
letter: First, if I am a non-active member, is there 
enough information to interest me in wanting to 
associate with the chapter? Second, is the date, 
time and place of the chapter gathering in a 
prominent place? Third, are there interesting and 
informative articles by each team member? 
Fourth, is there a chapter activity calendar and 
does it look busy? Does the calendar include 
District, Region and National events? Fifth, does 
it include awards and recognition of members? 
Last, does it have plenty of activity photos? As 
you can see, the newsletter can play a major role 
in the life of a chapter! Hard copies should be 
available at every chapter gathering. Copies or 
links to the r assigned to your chapter on the 
ARL. This should also include all Chapter Direc-
tors in your District as well as all District Directors 
in your Region. Don't forget the Region Director 
and as a Deputy, I like to read them as well. So-
cial media can certainly be used as a supplement 
to link your newsletter and chapter activities but 

 

 NOT as the sole vehicle of communication for the 
chapter. Good reading, writing and riding!!  
 
Mike & Robin Thacker  Texas District Director  
 
 
************************************************************ 
 
 
                         

Texas District  
Director 

Mike & Robin Thacker 
Director’s Corner 
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Ken & Terri Burnett 
Ride Coordinator 

 
 
We are in need of individuals to come 
up with  rides that we all can enjoy.  
Also with Ken and Terri stepping in as 

Assistant Chapter O Directors the position of ride coordi-
nator is currently vacant.  Please let Lyle and Sheri know if 
you interested in this positon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ALERT!!! 
OUR CHAPTER IS IN 
DESPERATE NEED OF 
SOMEONE TO DO 
SOMETHING WORTHY 
OF THE COVETED 
WING NUT!  
This Page has been 
blank for two 
months!!!!  
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What If You Drag A 
Peg? 

 

If you react instinctively you probably won't 
recover  

 
Parts of article by:  James R. Davis 

 
My fondest memories of dragging a peg are on the tail 
of the dragon.  David warned me prior to the Tail what 
was going to happen.  However, in the midst of it my 
first thought was to tense up.  However; when I lis-
tened to David’s Moadvise I realized that sitting back 
and enjoying the ride was the way to go! 

Most of us do not need to test limits, but it still hap-
pens that you might someday find yourself leaning too 
far into a curve and hearing/feeling your peg start to 
drag. What should you do about it? 
 
Well, let me start by telling you what most people, I 
believe, instinctively try and what is dead wrong! 
They immediately roll off the accelerator and lean 
away from the dragging peg. These are BOTH wrong 
things to do because each action either lowers the bike 
(rolling off the accelerator) or increases the lean angle 
and as a result the peg will no longer be gently scrap-
ing the asphalt but will try to gouge a trough into it. 
 
There are three things that can be done as soon as you 
hear/feel a peg scrape: 

Increase throttle - (but note that you are already close 
to sliding and ANY increase in speed can be all she 
wrote). This is a VERY DANGEROUS solution and it 
relies on the fact that acceleration raises the middle of 
the bike while at the same time INCREASES its lean 
angle. At best, a momentary and trivial net gain in peg 
height. 
Counter-steer away from the dragging peg - (widen 
the turn)  
 

 Shift body weight towards the dragging peg - (that 
is not a misprint) 
 
 
 

Each of these actions tends to straighten the bike up. 
Any one of them will 'cure' the problem and is suffi-

cient by itself. You can, of course, do two or all 
three of these things at the same time. 

(The use of throttle to increase clearance is a VERY 
SHORT TERM GAIN and is quickly followed by 
the dragging part digging harder as the lean angle 
overwhelms the modest new height clearance. 
 
Use of the throttle makes most sense, of course, at 
very slow speeds. At higher speeds it is by far the 
hardest technique to master in reacting to a dragging 
component and though I indicated it could 'cure' the 
problem all by itself, it actually REQUIRES that you 
simultaneously counter-steer a wider path.) 
 
Note, however, that doing the wrong things, it seems 
to me, is instinctive and that you need to mentally 
prepare to do the right things in advance. 397196-01 
But that is exactly why you are reading this tip - to 
determine what experience has shown others is the 
right thing to do without having to 'discover' by trial 
and potentially fatal error for yourself. 
 

Let's see if this makes that third alternative clearer as 

it is your best choice. Here is a diagram that on the 
left shows a motorcycle that is about to drag a peg in 
a turn and on the right it shows what happens if the 

motorcyclist leans INTO the turn. (It lifts the peg off 
the ground.) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educator’s Desktop 
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 
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Chapter of the Year  
Coordinator 
Kathy Reese 

                                              
Hey “O”  
As many of you know, I 
am your new CHOY 
(Chapter of the Year) 
Coordinator.  I wanted 

to share a little background on the program and then 
I will update you on our progress as a chapter. 
 
The goal of the Chapter of the Year Program is to 
get more Chapters involved in all of the GWRRA’s 
programs and FUN activities that have been proven 
successful for many of the active and growing Chap-
ters throughout GWRRA. Chapters that participate 
become stronger and healthier Chapters. Many of 
the scoring areas are measured in percentages to 
ensure that small and large Chapters alike have an 
equal chance in winning. 
There are different levels of the program – bronze, 
silver, and gold. These levels are determined on a 
point based system (see points and levels below). 
The chapter earns points for things they participate 
in such as monthly gatherings, rides and other ex-
traordinary events, training, etc. I did submit a CHOY 
package for 2015 to familiarize myself with the pro-
gram and the record keeping and even with the lim-
ited amount of information I was able to gather, we 
should  be considered for a bronze level. The District 
selects a winner for the District and submits the win-
ner’s packet to Region. Region then selects a winner 
and submits that winner to National where a chapter 
is selected for International Chapter of the Year. In 
2007, Chapter “O” was the International Chapter of 
the Year and I know we can win that title back. 
 
Gold Level Chapters - - - 421 & > Points and higher 
Silver Level Chapters - - - 283 to 420 Points 
Bronze Level Chapters - - - 121 to 282 Points 
 
This year, I will be diligent about keeping track of 
attendance at all of our events and I can use every-
one’s help with this. I and other staff members will 
have sign-in sheets on hand at each event so be 
looking for that when you are participating in an 
event.  If no one is there with a sign in sheet, just 
make a list of those in attendance or email me with 
attendance information and I will take it from there. If 
you attend a seminar at a rally, take a picture of the 
sign-in sheet or email me a list of what you went to.  
. 
We can accrue points for seminars, riding classes, 
chapter visitations and more 

  
As of the writing of this article, we already have over 
50 points so we are off to a great start. I appreciate 
all of your cooperation and participation. Let’s do 
this!! 
 
*********************************************************** 
 
 VALENTINE  WORD SCRAMBLE    
 
1. LVEO 
 
2. DER 
 
3.    ESNPRTE 
 
4.    APHYP 
 
5.    DACR 
 
6. EOSR 
 
7. RAROW 
 
8. IFENDR 
 
9. KIEL 
 
10. PDIUC 
 
11. TIGF 
 
12. COOLACHET 
 
13. RETHA 
 
14. EPMO 
 
15. GINR 
 
16. DACNY 
 
17. ATED 
 
18. LOEFRWS 
 
19. ITARMOCN 
 
20.  SSKI 
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 GWRRA  CHAPTER O  
 

First Group Ride  
of 2017 

 
Polar Bear Ride 

 
Hey “O”, Happy New Year! I know that by the time 
you read this article that the festivities will be long 
over, but can you believe that its 2017 already? We 
had a great start to the year with the Polar Bear 
Ride. It was such a gorgeous day and we had such a 
great turnout that I couldn't even keep a good count. 
I believe that we had 12 bikes and trikes along with 2 
cars that gathered at Cafe 290 in Manor. We had to 
split into 2 riding groups for the ride along the back 
roads over to the Texas Grill in Bastrop where we 
were joined by another group. It was a good thing 
that they had a separate dining room in the back be-
cause we ended up with a group of 29 for lunch. 
They had a long table setup in the back, but we had 
to keep adding more tables and chairs until it 
wrapped around the long back wall and across the 
side wall. We had the choice of ordering from the 
menu or they had a large selection for the cafeteria 
style lunch which most people chose  because it was 
quick and easy. We had good lunch and lots of so-
cializing. The ride was great, the food was good and 
the friends were fantastic. After lunch we migrated 
outside for more conversation and everyone began 
to depart to go there own way home alone or in small 
groups. If you were there with us, I hope that you en-
joyed it at much as I did. If you weren't able to join 
us, you were missed and I hope that you can join us 
next time. 

 
Ken Burnett 
Ride Coordinator 
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MORE POLAR BEAR 
RIDE PICTURES 
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Kickstands Up! 
Upcoming Events  

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.                        
For an up-to- date monthly list,  

visit the Chapter O web site at  www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html  

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email/Web Phone 

2/11/17  
Gene Thomas     Me-
morial 

Catfish Parlour       
4705 E. Ben White 
Blvd 

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

2/21/17  Chapter O Mtg 
IHOP   Hwy 183 and 
Duval                        

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

3/21/17  Chapter O Mtg 
IHOP   Hwy 183 and 
Duval                        

Lyle Altes 512-897-0860 

3/30 - 
4/1/17 

 
Louisiana District 
Rally  

Lafayette LA Red & Brenda Roussel  

4-8-17      
Blue Bonnet Rally 
Fredricksburg 

Fredricksburg Lyle and Sherri Altes 512-897-0860 

4/27-
4/29/17 

     Region H Rally  Marshalll, TX Jim & Reba Berry  

5/18-
5/20/17 

 Texas District Rally Wichita Falls TX Mike & Robin Thacker  

8/29 - 
9/2/17 

 Wing Ding 39 Grapevine TS   

      

http://www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi82v610_7RAhVP8GMKHTwQBNgQjRwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwing-ding.org%2F39%2F&psig=AFQjCNH1Zw5kCQXd1_gOAdZnPRyrQTjvEg&ust=1486579794693381
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GWRRA Motto.. 
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

Ride Safe in 2013 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Texas Chapter O 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
7619 Holly Oak Circle 
Austin, Texas 78744 


