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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
Lyle and Sherri Altes
Happy New Year Chapter O
As we start out the New Year as your Chapter
Directors Sheri and I want to thank everyone
for their support and well wishes it is greatly
appreciated. I also want to thank John & Wanda Osborn for the excellent job they
have done the past 3 years as our Chapter Directors, we have a big job ahead of us
to follow in their footsteps!
I also want to thank Ken and Teri Burnett for stepping up as our Assistant Chapter
Directors, I know they will do a fantastic job, they bring fun and enthusiasm to the
position. The rest of the Chapter Staff I can’t say enough about these folks, the
time and energy they have put into our Chapter, all of them for several years in
various positions including ours. Without the support of people like these a chapter cannot function or thrive, working with a staff like this and the wonderful supportive members will make our time in this position so much easier and fun for us
and the chapter as a whole. We have a lot of ideas and plans for the coming year
and can’t wait to get together with the staff and plan things out, and be able to
present to you our members, we hope it will be a fun and exciting year.
(conitnued on Page 3)
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker

Assistant Director
Ken and Teri Burnett, 512-497-1259

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071

Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418

Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2017 COY & CHOY Coordinator
Lyle and Sherri Altes 512-897-0860

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259
Couple of the Year 2016
Hubert & Linda Jackson, 512-567-8350
Newsletter Editor
Shirley Strebbing 512-970-3949

2016-2017 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994

Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418

Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619

Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092

Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631

Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Region H Team

Chapter Of the Year Coordinator
Kathy Reese, 512-744-3635
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Randy Reese, 512-744-3635

International Team

Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director /Patches & Pins
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski
Treasurer & Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467
Motorists Awareness Coordinator
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

2014-2015 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese

Leadership Training
Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net

Educator
Medic/FirstcAid Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365

Membership Enhancement

Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153

Global Affairs

Member Enhancement, Couple of the
Year Coordinator,
Tim & Becky Dinnel, 225-715-0195

Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(Continued from page 1 directors)
It was really great to see so many of you at the Chapter
Christmas Party, I think everyone had a good time, we all
enjoyed the good food and great company. At the
Christmas party besides the introduction of officers the
new pin design for this winning design for our chapter’s
30th Anniversary Rally. Speaking of the Bluebonnet Rally it
is never too early to get those Silent Auction items in. If
you have any just contact Dave Strebbing at
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org and he will make
arrangements to get them from you.
In a couple of weeks the district will be holding the 2017
Mid-Winter Roundup in Wichita Falls TX. January 14, 207.
This is the Texas Districts Annual business meeting for the
chapters, time to turn in paperwork, plus some training
sessions and concludes with the swearing in of officers
and presentation of the Chapter Couples of the year. This
event is open to all members if you have never attended I
encourage you to do so, it can be a lot of fun and you can
learn a lot on how our organization works. I also find it is
a good time to see old friends from other chapters and to
make few more.
Remember rally season is coming up, we will try and
organize rides to as many of them that we can. Don’t
forget this year’s Wing Ding is in Grapevine Texas! Let’s
plan on having a big Chapter O showing there, letting
everyone know how proud we are of our Chapter and our
state. Also, we need to be there too cheer on our own
Randy & Kathy Reese who is in the competition for
International Couple of the Year, we personally think they
are the best couple and would love to see them win.
We hope to see a lot of you at all the coming events, and
hope to have several things on our calendar for you to
plan on in the coming months very soon. So until then
let’s get out there and ride, be safe and have fun.
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Assistant Directors
Ken and Teri Burnett
Blue Santa Toy Run
It was a chilly morning on Saturday
December 10th, but no as cold as forcasted. We had 3 riders on bikes and
2 in a car meetup at Torchy's Tacos in
Round Rock. Several of us enjoyed
the breakfast tacos and some just
had a drink while we visited with one
another. We took the back roads over
to Central Powersports in
Georgetown to deliver our gifts and meetup for the Toy
Run. We did some shopping, visiting and enjoyed free
coffee, donuts and cookies while waiting for the pre-ride
meeting and departure. The riders started to show up
slowly and by the pre-ride meeting they had over 40 bikes
for the Toy Run. It was a blessing to see so many bikes
show up for a great cause despite the cold weather. They
split up into 2 groups for the 30-45 minute ride with police escort. We had a good time coming together for a
great cause and we really missed the ones that couldn't
make it this year. We look forward to seeing you next
time.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Chapter Directors TX-O
Continued Page 6
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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JIM & REBA BERRY
Region H Directors
Hello Region H. Merry
Christmas and Happy
Holidays. Reba and I killed two birds with one stone
in November. We had Thanksgiving and family
Christmas on the same weekend.
When you have kids scattered all over the U.S.,
you have to do what you have to do. 9 grandkids plus
an assortment of nieces, nephews, uncles, aunts,
brothers, sisters, in-laws and “outlaws” insured an
action packed weekend.
I can’t remember how many trips around the block
on the old Gold Wing there were. In December, we
have our Chapter Christmas gathering, the
Bawcomville Red Neck Christmas Parade (where the
most cherished throw is rolls of toilet paper and yes,
this is right down the street from the Duck Dynasty
location), toy runs, firework displays and Christmas
musicals. But just as exciting is the beginning of
calendaring for next year. Since I (Jim) am retiring at
the end of January, we are excited about planning for
next year. All the rallies, a cruise or two and leading
the chapter on some long rides, including Nova
Scotia. We love this time of year. Here are some
noteworthy items for you:

I Like Being Different
Those who know me will
certainly agree with This
month's article title as I do like
being different from my bike to
my other vehicles or some of the things I enjoy
doing. But that's not what this month's article is
about. It’s about GWRRA being different from other
motorcycle organizations, or clubs. One of my pet
peeves is when people refer to their GWRRA
Chapter as 'our club'. I know they do it out of
affection and belonging, not understanding the
organizational meaning of the term 'club. But
GWRRA is not a club. The term “club” refers to an
organizational structure one where officers are
elected by popular vote; one where motions are
made, debated and voted on; where the majority
rules; where as many as 49% of club members are
unhappy 100% of the time.
That is not the GWRRA way. Our officers are
volunteers who are “selected” based on
Qualifications and desire, not “elected” by popular
vote or campaigning for office. Decisions are made
based on the desires of the Members with input from
everyone. We don't have “power struggles” or '“empire building”, rather we base what we do on the
wants and needs of all of the Members. The
GWRRA chapter format is more flexible and less formal than a club format. It is part of something
bigger, international in scope, with common
purposes throughout, whereas clubs are more
local and their purpose or vision “blurry” at best. In
GWRRA Members, are free to participate
where and as much as they like. Club members, on
the other hand are often told where they can
belong and frequently told they have to participate in
'x' number of events to remain as members.

1. We have announced new District Directors
for Oklahoma and Kansas. Read all about them on
page 3 of the December Region H Newsletter.
2. There are new email addresses listed in this
newsletter and on the webpage for our Region
Trainer and our Region Treasurer. We discovered
their email host was not real cooperative with the
email forwarding from our website.
3. My ax handle broke! This is my standard excuse
when I screw up. After all, one excuse is as good as
another and this way I can always remember what I
told you. I was supposed to have sent out some
Officer pins several months ago and just flat out
forgot to do that. Now we have a good stock of the
officer wings in the patch and pin inventory. If you
need any for new officers, please place the order thru
the normal patch and pin process. They are FREE!

Sometimes, less-informed chapter participants will
try to lead the chapter into the 'club' format of
operation. It’s the responsibility of GWRRA Officers
to work together and retain the non-political,
non-club environment in the chapter. If this becomes
a problem in your Chapter, there are other
members of the Operations Team who will be able to
assist you. For more information on the differences
between a 'club' and GWRRA, check out page B-3
of the Officer Handbook at http://gwrra.org/oconnect/
officerhandbook.html

4. Don’t forget the financial reports due in January
are required to be on the new GWRRA Financial
Report and the Financial Cover Sheet dated
1/1/2016. Have a great holiday season and please
don’t overeat (yeah, right!).
Jim & Reba Berry
Region H Director

Yes, GWRRA is different – and I like it!
The more you know, the better it gets!
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
It was Great seeing everyone at our
Chapter's Annual Christmas Party on
Dec. 3rd. A good time had by all with "Good Friends",
"Good Food" and the FUN of "Legal Stealing"!!!!

BIRTHDAYS:
Jan. 3rd -- Mark Heene
Jan. 4th -- Rus Eaton
Jan. 6th -- Cathy Carter
Jan. 9th -- Tim Laue
Jan. 13th -- Dave Strebbing
Jan. 16th -- John Coniff
Jan. 23rd -- Patty Browder
Jan. 25th -- John Osborn
Jan. 26th -- Charlie Diggs

Congratulations to Lyle & Sheri Altes on becoming our
New Chapter Directors. I know they have a Lot of Good
Plans for our Chapter!!!
Their New Team for 2017 are:
Assistant Chapter Directors -- Ken & Teri Burnett
Secretary/Treasurer
-- Hubert Jackson
Ways & Means
-- Dave & Shirley Strebbing
Web Master
-- Lyle Altes
Camping Coordinator
-- Tom Sprague
Chapter Member Enhancement -- Dawn Sprague
Chapter Rider Educator -- Dave Strebbing
Chapter Newsletter
-- Shirley Strebbing
Chapter Rider Coordinator -- Ken Burnett
Chapter Seamstress
-- Gayle Thomas
Chapter Merchandise
-- John & Wanda Osborn
Chapter Of The Year Coordinator - - Kathy Reese
Motor Awareness Coordinator - - Randy Reese

I don't mind getting older;
it's a privilege denied to so
many!” ― Chris Geiger, The
Cancer Survivors Club
“

It is definitely my Pleasure to announce that our New
Chapter Couple of the Year is HUBERT & LINDA JACKSON!!!!!!!

ANNIVERSARIES:
Jan. 13th -- Jim & Johnny Faye Tidwell
Jan. 27th -- Harry & Polly Bowers

I hope that everyone had a Very MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! Wishing Everyone an HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! See
you in 2017.
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun!!
Dawn Sprague
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner
We hope everyone
had a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry
Christmas. The year
of 2016 has come and gone so fast. Through all
the newsletters and rallies this year, Texas has
been very busy. We have 23 Chapters in Texas
and all but a few are doing very well. As we cannot visit every chapter in Texas, we get most of
our information from your newsletters. Every
newsletter is different and there is a lot of good
information and ideas for every chapter newsletter to learn from.

www.goldwingaustin.org

chapter. Your District Team has a lot of good information for them to pass onto their members. Let’s
not forget the items that will be handed out for your
Chapter Participation game after opening ceremony
at the District Rally. Everyone will be impressed what
the district team has come up with for “The Gathering of the Tribes”.
LET’S NOT FORGET THE FINANCIALS AND
CHOY PAPERWORK FOR 2016.
Let’s get out there and Ride, Visit and have Fun.
Mike & Robin Thacker Texas District Director

The front page of the newsletter has a lot of good
information for other chapters to know, location
and time of meeting, riding locations and times,
logos, mascot, banners and contact information
for Chapter Director and their core team.
The article from the Chapter Director is informative about what the chapter has done and what is
upcoming. The Assistance Chapter Director,
Chapter Educator and Membership Enhancement Coordinator will have informative information for you also. Article from members about
the fun they have had on an event they participated in.
The upcoming calendars will also keep the members informed of the upcoming events. Let’s not
forget all the upcoming birthdays and anniversaries as well as their GWRRA anniversary.
I guess what we are trying to say is, Chapter
newsletters are a very important part of a chapter. This is where new members go to look and
see how active the chapter is and if they would
be interested in becoming a part of that chapter.
We discourage group emails because that does
not reach out to new members. If anyone needs
help with a newsletter please get with us and we
will get you the help you need.
Let’s start the New Year with great information
for your members and new perspective members.
In the last few emails we have talked about the
upcoming MWRU, January 14th, 2017. We hope
to see everyone there to help support their
6
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Ken & Terri Burnett
Ride Coordinator

There are several reasons that
we have rides. So we can join
together with our FRIENDS for FUN while enjoying riding
our motorcycles. We are a motorcycle group and that is
what brought us together in the first place, but you do not
have to be riding to join us and have FUN. I once had a
friend ask me why we always have to go eat when we go
on a ride? Well we don't always go eat and you certainly
don't have to eat just because we stop at a restaurant. It's
so we can have time to socialize with our FRIENDS. Personally I enjoy trying the different local foods when I travel to
different places and when you are out for several hours,
don't you need to eat anyway? Sometimes the restaurant
is the focal point of the ride. We ride to practice our SAFETY and to gain KNOWLEDGE. We learn and improve with
practice, practice makes perfect. One of the best ways to
practice and to keep up with your skills is to get out and
ride so that you don't forget what you learn in the rider
courses and classes. We can also learn from our fellow
riders and gain KNOWLEDGE by asking them questions
about riding, gear and our motorcycles. Riding and practicing what we have learned is what makes us better riders
by creating good riding habits. The real reason that we
have rides is to get out and have FUN with FRIENDS, so
please join us on our rides.

I realize you are all sadddened that there were no wing
nuts in December. Or should I say none given out! Remember to bring the juicy details to share with all about
possible wing-nut worthy reciepents to the January
meeting

Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator

Most motorcycle
problems are caused
by the nut that connects the handlebars
to the saddle.
~Author Unknown
7
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing

Construciton zone even if no workers are present. For a
comprehensive list of state-by-state construction laws,
visit the Work Zone Traffic Laws on the Governors Highway Safety Association website. There can be many
differences between states.

There is a major diffference between Texas and the Southern
states and it is not 60 degrees;
although it is weather realted.
After just coming back from Florida it is apparent that when you
travel the south no matter what time of year there is road
construction. This was something that we generally didn’t
experience in the winter months in MN. Finally, I thought
of one positive of having lived in MN for several winters!

Dave and Shirley

At any given time, there are more than 2,500 active work
zones on state roads. While many TxDOT workers are injured or killed in work zones, it's actually motorists that
make up the majority of work zone fatalities. The top two
causes for work zone crashes are speeding and driver inattention. Traffic fines in work zones double when workers
are present and can cost up to $2,000.
In 2015, there were 21,886 work zone crashes in Texas, an
increase of 13 percent from the previous year. A total of
138 people were killed in work zones. 28671201
Driver Safety
Roadway work zones are hazardous, both for workers and
motorists who drive through the complex array of signs,
barrels and lane changes. Please keep the following tips in
mind when driving through work zones:



Pay attention. Workers and heavy equipment may only
be a few feet from passing vehicles.



Be patient. Delays from highway construction can be
frustrating, but it only takes a few extra minutes to
slow down for a work zone.

www.goldwingaustin.org



Plan ahead. Leave a few minutes early when traveling
through a work zone in order to reach your destination
on time.
Fines for moving violations in work zones can be as high as
$400 if workers are present.
Because Goldwing riders don’t confine themselves within
the border of the Texas state line it is important to always
follow the posted speed limits and to use extra caution
when driving in any construction zone. Also realize that in
some states the fine doubles if you are speeding in a construction zone even if workers are not present.
8
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Christmas Party 2016
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Award Winning Pecan Pie
1 9 inch unbaked pie crust
1 cup light corn syrup
1 cup firmly packed dark brown
sugar
3 eggs, slightly beaten
1/3 cup butter, melted
½ tsp salt

1 tsp vanilla
1 cup heaping full, pecan halves

Heat oven to 350 degrees
In a large bowl, combine corn syrup, sugar, eggs, butter,
salt and vanilla; mix well. Pour into unbaked pie crust,
sprinkle with pecan halves.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45 to 50 minutes.
Remove pie from oven and cover pie crust edge with foil.
Bake for 10 to 15 minutes or until center is set. (Toothpick
inserted into center will come out clean when pie is done.)
Remove pie from oven and let cool before serving.
*****Top with whipped cream-optional***************

Chocolate Silk Pie
Ingredients:
1
¾
7
1
2
1

stick
cup
Tblsp
tspn
whole
9”

Cocoa *
Eggs

Butter
Sugar
Vanilla
Pie Crust, unbaked
Whipped cream topping

Instructions:
Cream butter & sugar until very light. Add cocoa & vanilla.
Add 1 egg and beat 5 minutes. Then repeat with second
egg. Put filling in pie crust and cover with whipped cream
or topping and chill. 120293
 You can substitute 1-1/2 squares of bitter chocolate,
melted and cooled*
***********************************************

ATTENTION: Any one needing a donation letter for
the upcoming rally, the revised one is on the web site .
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Hubert and Linda Jackson
Chapter 2017 Couple of the Year
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

1-142017

Mid winter Round
up

Wichiita Falls

1-172017

Chapter meeting

I-HOP Austin

2-112017

Gene Thomas Memeorial

Catfish Parlour 4705
E. Ben White Blvd
Austin

3-30 to
4-1,
2017

Louisiana District
Rally

Lafayette LA

4-82017

Blue Bonnet Rally
Fredricksburg

Fredricksburg

4-27 to
4-29
2017

Region H Rally

Marshalll, TX

5-18-20
2017

Texas District Rally

Wichita Falls TX

8-29 to
9-2
2017

Wing Ding 39

Grapevine TS

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Lyle and Sherri Altes

512-897-0860

Bikes parked out front probably is a good
sign that there is great chicken-fried steak
inside.
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013
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