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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Well I am writing this for John as he has been in the hospital and unable to do it, he has had surgery and is doing
much better and we hope he will be home in a few days.
As you all know John & Wanda are stepping down as
Chapter Directors the position they have held for the last 3
years and they have done a wonderful job leading our
chapter. I want to thank them for their leadership and friendship over the last several years
and look forward to working with them in the coming years. Even though they have stepped
down and are planning to enjoy retirement they are not leaving us and are still part of our
chapter team.
We want to remind everyone that Mid-Winter Roundup is coming up January 14, 2017 in
Wichita Falls this event is open to all and we encourage all interested to join us. There will
be a lot of information, training sessions happening, the swearing in of new officers from all
the chapters in Texas District, and the presenting of the Texas chapters Couples Of The Year
their medallions and pins.
After the Christmas party, we don’t have a lot planed for the month of December with the
holidays and how busy everyone is we do have one ride planed for Blue Santa out of Central
Texas PowerSports in Georgetown Sat. 12/10/2016. We are looking at some other rides like
that and if any of you have an interest in one please let us know and we will try to get it on
the schedule. Also, keep your eye open for your email as we will notify as soon as a ride
comes up.
continued on page 3
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Lyle & Sheri Altes 512-897-0860

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Scott & Linda Gresak, 281-385-7800

Couple of the Year 2015

Fred & Helen Gnuechtel 512-947-6228

Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631

Region H Team
Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2016-2017 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement Coordinator
Tim & Becky Tinnel, 225-715-0195
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from page 1)

Coming up on January 1, 2017 we will have our annual
Polar Bear ride. We are looking at where we will ride our
original plan has been canceled due to the restaurant
being closed that day. So as soon as we finalized our
plans we will notify all of you by email and Facebook so
keep watching for the information.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

The end of the year is upon us hard to believe 2016 is almost
over but we are not going to reminisce about the past but look at
now and the future. December can be such a wonderful month,
with Christmas, kids, family, Christmas lights and event, parties,
and Charities. And we all know December can be stressful also
for the exact same reasons and more. One of the ways to relieve
the stress is to get with family and friends to just have fun. And
remember that is what GWRRA and our Chapter is and should
be about, what is more fun than getting on your motorcycle and
going on a ride with your friends hopefully your extended family, to find new places to go and eat great food and enjoy each
other friendship. And let’s not forget about our friends that can’t
ride for health, weather or other reasons, you are always encouraged and welcome to come along this is all about “Friends and
Family” no matter what you ride, drive, or how you get there we
want you to be with us always.

We are looking forward to the coming year we are planning a lot of fun things and some changes that hopefully
all will like. And don’t forget about our upcoming Bluebonnet rally this is Chapter “O”’s 30th anniversary and
we want to do some special things to celebrate it during
the rally. If you have any ideas for this event, please let
one of the staff know or come to the next Chapter
meeting we will be discussing plans then.
At this time, we would like to wish all of you a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year and we hope to see
all of you on a future ride or event so that we can enjoy
your company and friendship doing what we all love.

We know December is busy but we are actively looking for
some possible Charity rides Toy Run’s etc. so please check your
email and the Chapters Face Book page for rides as we post
them. We are also starting to plan for 2017 and hoping to do
some new along some old activities, as always we are looking
for some input from our members remember what we do should
revolve around what you like to do, so please let any of the
Chapter Staff know what you would like to do and we will try
and make it happen, all ideas are welcome.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Chapter O
Assistant Chapter Directors

And let’s not forget The 2017 Bluebonnet Rally is coming up
fast, and this is on the 30th anniversary of “Chapter O” so we
want to make this Rally very special to commemorate this
achievement, ideas are need and welcome we would like to see a
big turn out by all our members. We would also like to see one
of the best Silent Auctions ever and we normally have very good
ones. If you have any items for the auction or need information
on how to get items donated to the auction please contact Dave
Strebbing or any staff member for help and information.
Sheri and I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!! And can’t wait to see all of you at our future
rides and gatherings in 2017 and beyond.
Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Chapter Directors
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry

Officers of GWRRA are held to a
higher standard. The Officer's
Handbook outlines Standards of
Conduct for all Officers. They are expected to set the example and be role models for the Members to follow.
They promote high standards for association service and
personal conduct. They instill Member confidence in the
integrity and fairness of all Officers. Following are the
Standards of Conduct taken from the Officer Handbook.

Suppose you wanted to go on a Saturday ride and 74
of your closest friends showed up. Wouldn’t that be
great! Well, that is exactly what happened this past
weekend on the Region H Fall Ride In. We didn’t get
an exact count of bikes, but it was over 40. What an
absolutely awesome way to spend a cool, crisp, sunny
weekend. We can’t wait until next year. A big thanks
goes out to our Region H Assistant Directors, Billie and
Steve Fleming, for organizing this event and for our TX
District Directors, Robin and Mike Thacker and our AR
District Directors, Vicky and Richard Austin for all the
work they put in making this a fun filled weekend. A
special thanks goes out to our home chapter, LA D,
which had 17 participants for the ride!

MAINTAIN loyalty to the Association and aggressively help
it to achieve its objectives and goals.
HOLD inviolate the confidential relationship between the
individual Members of our Association, and all confidential
information entrusted to me through my office.
SERVE all Members of our Association impartially, and
provide no special privilege to any individual Member, nor
accept any special personal compensation for the performance of my duties.
NEITHER engage in, nor countenance, any exploitation of
our Association, and safeguard and protect all its Marks.
RECOGNIZE and properly and fairly perform my responsibilities to our Association, uphold all rules and policies relating to its activities, with skill, courtesy, honor, good will
and especially to uphold exemplary service to the Membership.
EXERCISE and utilize sound “people principles” in the conduct of the affairs of my office.
USE only fair, moral and ethical means when seeking to
influence opinion.
ALLOW no false or misleading statements to be made to
the public or Membership.
DO NOT disseminate any malicious information concerning this or any organization.
ACCEPT responsibility for cooperating in every reasonable
way with all Association Officers and Members.
USE every opportunity to improve public understanding of
the positive principles of motorcycling, especially G
GWRRA.
MAINTAIN high standards of personal conduct, and make
efforts to improve my management skills, my character,
and my communication techniques.
(
continued on page 9 Wagner)

Now is the time for some of our members to start
putting their wings away for the winter. Not so here
in the south. We get to ride year-round. Now is also
the time of planning for the business activities of our
association. It’s almost 299808-01 time to close out
the annual financials, pay the annual charter fees, file
the IRS paperwork and swear in our new chapter officers.
All of this will be done in our operations or business
meetings in January. The dates of these are listed on
our Upcoming Events page.
I know Karen Frazier mentioned this in her article, but
we need to do the same. Last month we failed to recognize that our Region Motorist Awareness Directors,
Mike and Becky Stevenson, received the MAD Merit
award at Wing Ding. Congrats to Mike and Becky.
Switching topics just a little, do you know why an
email sent to a prospective member on the ARL does
not count as a contact? Just because you sent the
email does not mean it was received. You may have
included an attachment that was not there when the
email was received.
(continue on page 11 Berry)
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
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Door Prizes:
Dawn Sprague -- Lotion & Body Gift Set
Tom Sprague -- Fig Newtons
Sheri Altes -- 2 Soup Mugs with Soup
Dave Strebbing -- Tea Cup with Teas
Wanda Osborn -- Assortment of Teas
Steve Thomas -- Fig Newtons & Nuts
Randy Reese -- Lotion & Body Gift Set

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
It was Great seeing everyone at our
Nov. 15th Meeting especially as this
was Tom & my first meeting to attend since July!!! Special Welcome to Jennie Osborn (John Osborn's Sister)
and Robert Price.

50/50:

Dave Strebbing gave a Fantastic Rider Education Speech
on "Habits"--10 Points of Safety Riding:

20% -- $18.00 -- Dave Strebbing
30% -- $27.00 -- Lyle Altes (though I think Sheri hijacked it)

Alcohol
Prescriptions
ATGATT (All The Gear All The Time)
Situation Awareness
Speed Options
Trusting Your Motorcycle
Check for Hazards
Checking Tires
Ride Your Own Ride
Focus

Hope to see you at our Annual Christmas Party on
Dec. 3rd
Merry Christmas
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun
Dawn Sprague

PLUS he advised everyone to take advantage of ALL the
Motorcycle Classes that are offered at Rallies!!! THANK
YOU Dave!!
NO GWRRA #'s as none were put in. Still keeping looking
as you never know!!
It took me a while to figure out who won the WING NUT
as I was laughing so much, I forgot to write down who
won--Well, the Honor went to Hubert Jackson. Congratulations Hubert!!!

As of now, we are still working on the Details for our Annual Polar Bear Ride. Please keep looking at our Ride
Schedule AND Emails regarding this Event!!!
Don't forget that MWRU (Mid Winter Round Up) will be
in Wichita Falls on Jan. 14th. It's OPEN to everyone PLUS
it's a great time to get Paper work done, New Officers'
MOU (Memorandum of Understanding), Seminars
AND Meeting up with Friends!!!
For the Progressive Drawing ($10.00), it went to Dawn
Sprague--Yeah Me :-)
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
We can’t believe that this
is the last newsletter article for the year of 2016. It
has been a great year for
new members this year. We have had 97 members join
GWRRA-TX. since July of this year.
Texas has presented 13 Rider Education seminars, 6
First Aid/CPR seminars, 4 Motorist Awareness Seminars
and 9 Riding Courses. We have had 28 Membership and
Leadership Seminars with 531 participants. Your chapters have been busy learning what all GWRRA has to
offer. There are many many more seminars to help you
in managing your chapter. 178476-01 The Leadership
seminars can be very helpful to every member in their
everyday life situations, too. (a lot of these may change
with the New University Program)
Membership Enhancement Seminars • Structure of
GWRRA • Member Benefits Overview • How to Have
Fun at a GWRRA Event • How Can I Participate in GWRRA • Helpful Information for New Members • History
of GWRRA • Couple of the Year Complete • Couple of
the Year - Shop Talk • Overseas Couple of the Year •
Chapter of the Year - Shop Talk • Chapter of the Year
Complete • R&R Tools, the Area Report List (ARL) •
Recruiting and Retention • Newsletters • Fun Activities Guide • Tents and Camping • Camping 101 • RV
Special Interest Group • Ham Radio Special Interest
Group
Ride Educator Seminars
 Co-Riders Seminar
 Co-Rider Two Seminar
 Road Captains Course Seminar Portion
 Team Riding Seminar • Trailering Seminar

Motorcycling for the Mature Riders

Motorcycle Crash Scene Response

High Siding

Riding With New / Inexperienced Riders

Dealing with Different Elements
 Going, Going, Gone

Night Riding

Riding in the Heat
 Helmet Myths • \
 How to Use the Rider Ed Database

You’re an Educator – Now What?

www.goldwingaustin.org

Motorist Awareness Seminars • Level Up • Think Motorcycle Seminar • Share the Road Seminar • Why Motorcycle Awareness Seminar
Leadership Skills Seminars • Life Skills • Chapter Life •
Leadership Skills • Intermediate Skills • Advanced Skills •
Horizon Program
All of these titles have approximately 6 to 10 seminars in
each one from “How can I participate” to “Coaching and
Mentoring”. There are several seminars giving instructions on Chapter Life and several that would help in
“Solving problems”, “People Based Leadership Skills” and
even “Conflict Management
GWRRA University is a brand new way GWRRA views,
designs, delivers and tracks all education and training for
the Association. We encourage everyone to go to the
NEW University website and take a look at the new information that is being distributed for everyone to view. It
is located under the tab “Programs” then click on
“GWRRA University”. We’re going to have a lot of fun
this coming year. If you have any questions, Please ask
Randy and Kathy Reese regarding Rider Education. Lyle
and Sheri Altes regarding Membership Enhancement, and
Cliff and Gillian regarding Leadership Training

Now for Mid-Winter Round Up Everyone is invited to
MWRU in Wichita Falls and take a look at the facility
where your Texas District Rally will be this coming year.
“NO REGISTRATION FEES” One day event on Saturday,
January 14th 2017, at the MPEC Center. We will be passing out items for your chapter to design for your
“Chapter Participation Trophy” Last year it was the Hobby Horses., they were all amazing. This year it will
be ???????? Come and see.
We will be swearing in all the new leaders and their
teams. We will be presenting all the new Couples of the
Year or Individual of the Year their medallions. We announce the Educator of the Year.
We will also be having 4 educational seminars that we
believe will guide your teams. All the seminars will be for
everyone to view. They all will be in the Main room were
Opening and Closing will be held. We believe that every
member should have the basic guidance on what team
responsibilities and roles are.
(Continued on page 9 Thacker)
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December Birthdays

BIRTH-

DAYS:
Dec. 7th -- Polly Bowers
Dec. 16th -- Lynn Heene

December Anniversaries
No one is celebrating
their anniversary this
month but it is a wonderful season to celebrate
your Spouse!
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Ken & Terri Burnett
Ride Coordinator

Why we have rides
There are several reasons that we have rides.
So we can join together with our FRIENDS for
FUN while enjoying riding our motorcycles.
We are a motorcycle group and that is what
brought us together in the first place, but you do not have
to be riding to join us and have FUN. I once had a friend
ask me why we always have to go eat when we go on a
ride? Well we don't always go eat and you certainly don't
have to eat just because we stop at a restaurant. It's so we
can have time to socialize with our FRIENDS. Personally I
enjoy trying the different local foods when I travel to
different places and when you are out for several hours,
don't you need to eat anyway? Sometimes the restaurant
is the focal point of the ride. We ride to practice our SAFETY and to gain KNOWLEDGE. We learn and improve with
practice, practice makes perfect. One of the best ways to
practice and to keep up with your skills is to get out and
ride so that you don't forget what you learn in the rider
courses and classes. We can also learn from our fellow
riders and gain KNOWLEDGE by asking them questions
about riding, gear and our motorcycles. Riding and practicing what we have learned is what makes us better riders
by creating good riding habits. The real reason that we
have rides is to get out and have FUN with FRIENDS, so
please join us on our rides.

There were two nominations for the Wingnut award.
Randy Reese invited a few fellow riders to go see
the RV show at Dell Diamond, only to find out it was
the only to find out it was the wrong weekend.
Hubert Jacksons was getting ready for a ride and
had his jacket laid over the bike near the steering
wheel. When he pulled his jack off the bike, he had
forgotten to bolt down the Garmin, and guess what
it went flying off unto the road.
Well guess Hubert won that award, and onto another purchase for a Garmin.

Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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(Wagner continued from page 4)
But what about the Members – do they have a standard
of conduct? Members have no standard of conduct except that which is acceptable by society, and lawful.
Members have the right to express their opinions and
are free to disagree with any decision so long as it is
done in a manner which is non-threatening and nonviolent.

The Holiday Crunch
by Shirley Strebbing and pieces
from John Del Santo
The holiday season is upon us,
and among with the rush and hustle, we can expect the
accident rate to go up. The parking lots are a zoo at this
time of year, and 17% of all urban accidents occur right
there! If someone backs into a car, they'll crush a door....If
they back into your bike they'll crush your leg. As you roll
through any parking lot, watch the parked cars for brake
lights, back-up lights, and motion. Be ready with your
brakes (both of them), your throttle, and the horn.

The Officer's Handbook spells out procedures for handling both Officers and Members who violate these
standards. We will get in to those later down the road.

The more you know, the better it gets!
Jack
==============================================
(Thacker continued form page 6)

Be careful your bike is not Santa’s sleigh! It can not hold
an endless supply of Christmas treausres! Be careful of the
size and shape and weight of objects you try to transport
on your bike.

This would also be a good time to order patches, register for your District Rally, and turn in your Chapter of the
Year paperwork.

With winter upon us, there are some drastic changes in
temperature. Believe me it is nto as drastic as the temperature changes that occur in the frozen tundra.
(Minnesota). However remember to layer your clothing so
that you can remove it as the day gets warmer or put it
back on towards evening. A lot of heat loss happens
through the neck and head....keep that area covered and
warm. Good warm socks or insulated boots will protect
your feet where the circulation is the least. Stop for more
frequent breaks to get your circulation moving. We are
trying to prevent hypothermia. The warning signs are feeling cold, getting the chills, shallow breathing, and a feeling
of sleepiness. Using any alcohol will only slow the circulation further and put you into deeper danger. The results of
hypothermia to a rider are to become disoriented or fall
asleep.

Chapter Directors If you are changing Chapter Directors,
Educators, MEC’s or Treasurer, we need to know who
they are so the District Director, District Educator, District MEC and District Treasurer can speak to them. We
need their Appointment papers and Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU’s) before MWRU.
Oh did I forget to say that we have other fun things going on at MWRU. You will have the opportunity to win
some good stuff, maybe, even a Black Friday Item.
Come on out and join your chapter at MWRU. See ya
there.
Let’s get out there and Ride, Visit and have Fun.
Mike & Robin Thacker

Santa only takes that sleigh out for one day a year, and
look how well he dresses for the weather. Most of us are
out there on the bikes all winter long, no matter what the
weather, so we need to ride smart. Take frequent breaks
and keep warm...frequent high protein snacks to keep
your body furnace fueled. Many cold medicines can be as
deadly to a driver as alcohol....READ the label!! How's the
tread on those tires? We all hope to be around on New
Year's morning.
So Ride Often and Ride Safe!!
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/
Web

Phone

Dec 3

Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour 4705
E. Ben White Blvd.

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Jan 1

Polar Bear Ride
Meet at 10:30 at
290 Cafe

TBD

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Feb 11

Gene Thomas
Memorial

Catfish Parlour 4705
E. Bean White Blvd.

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Mar.30Apr. 1

LA District Rally

Ramada Inn Lafayette LA

Apr 8

Blue Bonnet Rally

Ladybird Johnson
Park, Fredricksburg

Lyle and Sherri
Altes

512-897-0860

Apr 2729

Region H

Marshall TX

May 18
-20

Texas District Rally

Wichita Falls, TX
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(continued from page 5 Berry)
The holiday season is upon us. First Thanksgiving and
then Christmas. It is the time for family and friends,
reflection and thanks. Reba and I appreciate this great
family we now have in GWRRA. We have met and
made friends with so many! We wish everyone the
best during this time. I (Jim) have just 3 months remaining until retirement.
To spice up this last 3 months, I have entered another
“Biggest Loser” contest at work. Yes, even with the
two biggest eating holidays of the year! But, I have to
do something. Do you know what a year of traveling
as the International Couple will do to you? Put on 20
pounds, that’s what!
Reba and Jim
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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