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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
I cannot believe December is upon us and
the year is quickly coming to an end along
with our tenure as Chapter Directors. We
have definitely enjoyed these three years
and is has been a learning experience. One quote from a previous
presidents that is true when you belong to a Chapter, and that quote
is "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for
your country". All you have to do is substitute “chapter for country”
and that is what makes a chapter run smoothly. It takes everybody’s
input to have a successful chapter and that is what we have in Chapter O. Everything we do and accomplish is a reflection of the entire
chapter.
Wingding 39 will be in Grapevine, TX, where and Randy and Kathy
Reese will be competing for International Couple of the Year. Since
Grapevine is so close we need to have a good showing of people to
support them. It is only fitting for them to win in their home state, and
I know they will win. When the win it will be a three peat for Region H.
We are a force to be reckoned.
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Scott & Linda Gresak, 281-385-7800

Couple of the Year 2015

Fred & Helen Gnuechtel 512-947-6228

Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631

Region H Team
Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2016-2017 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement Coordinator
Tim & Becky Tinnel, 225-715-0195
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from page 1)
Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

Next up is annual Christmas Party at Catfish
Parlour, 4705 E Ben White Blvd, Austin on December 3rd at noon. We will have a gift exchange so if you want to participate in the gift
exchange please bring a gift which should cost
less than $10.00. As usual we will have a good
time.

Well the Holidays are here, where has the year gone,
thinking back this has been a very different year with
the weather and all the rain then the heat and more
rain. But we are in Texas and we know it will change
again soon and what will it be cold? Or more heat?
We never know but that is not going to stop us from
getting out there and having fun with our friends this
holiday season. And speaking of that we have a few
things already scheduled. First off there is the Texas
Honor ride on Nov. 12, go to http://
Texashonorride.org for more information on this
great ride for a wonderful cause.

Next up is the Polar Bear ride. Destination to be
determined. Just a message on cold weather,
Just as heat stroke disables or kills, so does hypothermia. Of the two, hypothermia is more insidious and therefore less recognizable when it
occurs. It is summer you say? Riding at any elevation when it has rained or hailed and at highway speeds lowers the air temperature dramatically. The body may be damp or wet and therefore gives off body heat rapidly causing the
blood to thicken, which then causes the mind
and body to slow down in functioning. Which
again leads to physical and mental break downs
which leads to, you guessed it. Using our analogy, use the above paragraph as places of refuge, or if possible, call it a day and get a motel
room then and there. Especially if you are wet
and cold together, as you need to get out of
those cold wet clothes and warm up before hypothermia sets in. And get to know the signals
and signs for hypothermia so the rider and the
co-rider can monitor each other for safety.

Then we have Maintenance days planned for Nov. 19
& 20th at Dexter Poullard’s home in San Marcus this
is a great time to get some of the maintenance work
done on your motorcycle while you have Dexter and
many of our other knowledgeable members there to
guide and assist you so please take advantage of this
opportunity. From what I have heard from past
Maintenance days they were a lot of fun and a lot of
good work was done, for more information see article
in this newsletter.
Also coming up on Dec 3 is Chapter O’s annual
Christmas Party can’t wait to see everyone there we
always have such a good time and good food. It is at
the Catfish Parlor on Ben White Blvd again this year.
Don’t forget you gift for the gift exchange and we
will see how it gets passed around.
And as always we are looking for your help on future
rides and events especially during the Holiday season.
We figure on a Toy run or something similar and it
has been suggested that we do a ride or something to
do with Christmas lighting or decorations, or even an
event or show that is going on in the area. If you
know of anything or have any other ideas please let
one of us on the staff know and we will see if we can
make it happen.
Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Chapter Directors
Texas Chapter O
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors
Suppose you wanted to go
on a Saturday ride and 74
of your closest friends
showed up. Wouldn’t that be great! Well, that is exactly what happened this past weekend on the Region H Fall Ride In. We didn’t get an exact count of
bikes, but it was over 40. What an absolutely awesome way to spend a cool, crisp, sunny weekend.
We can’t wait until next year. A big thanks goes out
to our Region H Assistant Directors, Billie and Steve
Fleming, for organizing this event and for our TX District Directors, Robin and Mike Thacker and our AR
District Directors, Vicky and Richard Austin for all the
work they put in making this a fun filled weekend. A
special thanks goes out to our home chapter, LA D,
which had 17 participants for the ride!

Wing Ding Experience
Wing Ding 38 is in the books.
If you were there you know
how much fun it was. If you
weren't there – why not? You
really missed out. There will be lots of newsletter articles written about Wing Ding experiences.
But I want to share one of my experiences that is
likely different from most others you will read. We've
all heard complaints about poor service from Rescue
Plus providers, and like most complaints, those get
spread far and wide. Having been in the customer
relations business for over 30 years, I know how true
the old adage is – a happy customer tells a friend; an
unhappy customer tells the world. Since we are all
friends, I want to tell you about my experience. It involves one of the rental vans used for transporting the
Couples of the Year during Wing Ding. While fueling
up one evening, the keys were left in the ignition and
being a new van with lots of 'farkles', it decided to
lock itself up – at the gas pump. Oh, the engine was
already running too. And unlike the old blonde joke,
the windows were all rolled up as well. After uttering
the normal 'oh sh..', seeing the van had a keyless entry pad on the door, step one was call the friendly local Hertz folks to get the entry code, push the buttons
and all would be good. Wouldn't you think the entry
code would be recorded somewhere in their vehicle
information for just such situations? After being disconnected twice and transferred a couple of times, I
was finally told they didn't keep that information
(although I did strongly recommend they adopt that
practice).

Now is the time for some of our members to start putting their wings away for the winter. Not so here in
the south. We get to ride year-round. Now is also the
time of planning for the business activities of our association. It’s almost time to close out the annual financials, pay the annual charter fees, file the IRS paperwork and swear in our new chapter officers.
All of this will be done in our operations or business
meetings in January. The dates of these are listed on
our Upcoming Events page.
I know Karen Frazier mentioned this in her article, but
we need to do the same. Last month we failed to recognize that our Region Motorist Awareness Directors,
Mike and Becky Stevenson, received the MAD Merit
award at Wing Ding. Congrats to Mike and Becky.

Step two – time to contact Rescue Plus. This turned
out wonderfully! The first question from the Rescue
Plus agent was “is everyone okay and are you in a
safe place?”. And he asked that several more times
during the course of our conversation. Once he determined we were all okay and safe, he began asking
the expected questions of name, member number,
what I needed, etc. Using my location, he found a local towing and lock out specialist to contact. Within
about 2-3 minutes, I received a text message from
Rescue Plus with the name of the company coming to
help and an estimated time of arrival. Within five
minutes I received a telephone call from the local person confirming my location and saying he would be
there in about 20 minutes – he made it in less than
10! After arriving, he made short work of getting the
van door open, handling the paperwork
(continued on page 9)

Switching topics just a little, do you know why an
email sent to a prospective member on the ARL does
not count as a contact? Just because you sent the
email does not mean it was received. You may have
included an attachment that was not there when the
email was received. A ccording to our “IT” guy, this is
because all the internet providers our there do not
always accept items from each other. The provider
often rejects emails entirely or deletes attachments.
(continued on page 9)
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November Birthdays

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Sheri Altes for Dawn Sprague
We are still running a little short, however that will be ending. Everyone seems to be returning home.
BIRTHDAYS:

We had a nice turn out for our October meeting. We
had some great prizes;

Nov. 2nd -- Robert Huard
Nov. 16th -- Shirley Strebbing
Nov. 19th -- Tom Sprague
Nov. 20th -- Lyle Altes
Nov. 27th -- Chuck Marling

Door Prizes:
Bob Price won string bag with various items.
Randy Cockran won string bag with various items.
The themed can was won by Sheri, with spray cleaner, towels cups sting bags and other things.

November Anniversaries

ANNIVERSARIES:
Nov. 4th -- Robbie & Tricia Winfield
Nov. 24th -- Richard & Mary Seay
Nov. 27th -- Dave & Shirley Strebbing

50/50:
50/30: Sheri $26.00
50/20: Jerry $17.00
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner
Get Ready for 2107 It
is here sooner than
you think
2017 is going to be an amazing year for GWRRA. As we receive the Area Run lists for Texas, it
is amazing to see how many people have joined
this year. This is a great opportunity for you to
step up and help your chapter grow. Get with
your Chapter Director and advise him/her that
you are interested in being involved with the
things going on within your chapter. It can be little things like greeting people at the door when
they come in, sitting with new people to answer
any questions they might have, leading a ride to
go a visit another chapter. All of these thing are
important positions and should not be taken lightly. One thing you can do is to attend the MWRU
this upcoming year. There are no fees involved.
Just come and visit for the day.

www.goldwingaustin.org

ideas with all of you. The registration forms are ready
to be passed out and will be on the website this
month.
The host hotels have been chosen (information on
the registration forms) and we think everyone will be
pleased with the location. It also has a very large
parking lot, there may be some things happening in
that lot.
We would like everyone to come and visit this one
day event. Our goal is to have everyone leave the
MWRU with something new they have learned to
carry back to their chapter.
So come and join us in Wichita Falls. We hope to
see everyone there.
Mike & Robin Thacker Texas District Director

January 14, 2017 will be the date for your MWRU
(Mid-Winter Round Up) in Wichita Falls. For
those of you that do not know what this means,
it’s the end of the year business (financials)
along with the new business of new teams and
everyone getting sworn in and receiving their
patches, pins and certificates of appreciation. We
also will have the new Couples of the year getting presented with their medallions. This is also
the time that all Chapters will be turning in their
Chapter of the Year packets to Sheri Altes.
(Chapter of the Year Coordinator).
We will have approximately four educational
seminars that everyone will be able to attend and
we will be passing out folders to the Chapter Directors with information to pass on to the members. There will be information regarding
the Texas District Rally and other Region H Rallies.
This will be a great opportunity for everyone to
get a look at the facility and hotels that have
been chosen or the Texas Rally. The MPEC
Center is awesome and they really rolls out the
red carpet for GWRRA members. They love us is
Wichita Falls.
Your District team is planning a great rally for
everyone this year and we want to share those

Out of the Mouths…
Young Simon was sitting in his grandmother’s kitchen , watching her prepare the Thanksgsigiving meal.
What are you doing Simon inquired.
Oh, I’m just stuffiing the turkey his grandmother replied.
Wow, that’s cool Simon rremarked. Are you going to
hang it next to grandpa’s deer?”
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Ken & Terri Burnett
Ride Coordinator
Good Luck Grill Lunch Ride
Sheri won the wingnut award because it seems she
has a habit of slipping going in the camper with her
Crocs on that Lyle hates. Then she forgot the
wingnut and the certificate.
=======================================

We had 11 riders meetup on a lovely fall
morning on Saturday October 22nd. We gathered together at Woods Fun Center in North Austin to recruit
new members and share motorist awareness information with people who showed up for the sidewalk
sale. There were 3 bikes, 3 trikes and a 4 wheeler
that headed out for a leisurely ride on the back roads
over to the Good Luck Grill in Manor. We enjoyed a
great meal and a lot of conversations with good
friends. Afterwards we split into 3 groups heading out
in various directions, with the majority of us going
over to the Dell Diamond to look at RV's. Imagine our
surprise when we pulled into the parking lot and there
were no RV's. We had a good laugh as Randy informed us that the RV show had been the previous
weekend. Can you say WINGNUT? Anyway the ride
was fantastic and we headed out in 3 more groups to
our homes. It was a great GoldWing day, the only
thing missing was dessert!

T Fest
We had 13 people attend the T-Fest Ocotber 8th in
Harker Heights. We had the largest Chapter attendance.. Robin Thacker won both the 50/50
drawings . Chapter T walked away with many prizes. Dawn Sprague won a truckload of door prizes.
Dave and Shirley Strebbing won admittance to
Chapter H rally.
A fun time was ahd by all and it was a gorgeous day
for a ride.

Ken Burnett

T FEST
Picture of Dawn Sprague and all her winnings!
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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two feet on your motorcycle!!!!
James Davis states “After more than 30 years of riding motorcycles there are times when I simply feel
that I cannot safely do something that I have done a
thousand times before - sometimes the most trivial
of things. For example, a few years ago I was on a
tour to Tulsa, Oklahoma and our group had just finished a pit stop and were on our way back onto the
road. We were on a parking lot that had a driveway
with a relatively severe dip in it as it joined the main
road where we then had to make a hard right turn to
get underway. All the bikes ahead of me did just fine
with that dip. But when it was my turn to negotiate
that driveway I decided that my head was not 'right'
and stopped my bike. I radioed to the lead bike that I
would catch up in a moment, nothing was wrong.
One minute later my head was 'right', confidence
restored, and I took off and joined the group. Trivial
embarrassment is nothing compared to an accident.
There is no doubt in my mind at all (NOW) that I
could have made that exit from the parking lot without a problem. But this is one experienced rider that
is not ashamed to say that when my head is 'wrong',
I stop and wait until it gets right”.

Pats of article by James Davis
We don't argue with ourselves enough

Ok I heard the responses loud
and clear! Why would I argue with myself? I have a
spouse to do that with!
All experienced group riders know that each individual in the group is responsible for their own safety.
They know that in every group, one of them has the
least experience or skill/control. Generally, they know
that the group should ride to the skills of the least
common denominator - the least experienced, or least
skilled/controlled. But the heading of this message regards peer pressure, and I would like to talk briefly
about group dynamics that are dangerous precisely
because of peer pressure. Even assuming that everyone in a group is well known to each other, there is
still a least experienced, least skilled/controlled person
there. That person usually feels that he/she has very
little choice but to try to 'keep up', to try to not hold
the rest of the group back. If nothing else, they often
think that 'stretching' themselves is a learning experience..

Once again I’ll state— know your limitations and
ride your own ride!

And while it is definitely a learning experience, if you
survive it, 'keeping up', or not holding the rest of the
group back should NOT be part of the equation!! A
brave person will acknowledge their weaknesses and
not push the envelope aggressively, even if it means
that the rest of the group will recognize those weaknesses. A smart person believes absolutely that THEY
are responsible for their own ride/safety - and not incidentally, in not being a potential hazard to anyone
else. These people ignore peer pressure to the point
that they might not fit into a particular group - and
that's just fine for all concerned!

“When your
riding lead -Please don’t
spit.” Annoymous

But peer pressure is NOT the real danger - there is always peer pressure (sometimes thoughtless, sometimes just good natured competition, sometimes no
more than shared courtesy.) It is YOUR OWN PERSONAL pressure to perform that can be dangerous. I
call that your 'head'.
What I'm getting at is mental 'rightness' - being ready
and prepared to do what you are about to do, and
knowing it. If your head is not 'right', STOP and get it
'right' before you go another before you go another
8
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(continued from page 6 Jack Wagner)
and getting me on my way. This entire Rescue Plus
experience all took place in the span of about 30-40
minutes! I spent more time on the phone getting nowhere with Hertz. We frequently take for granted all of
the valuable benefits membership in GWRRA provides. And never fail to complain when something
doesn't go as desired. This one goes in the books as
being worth every penny I pay for my membership.
One more thing – during and shortly after Wing Ding,
we always hear about some of our 'family' having accidents that resulted in major injuries and even death
as they traveled to attend Wing Ding. Please keep
these folks in your thoughts and prayers as they deal
with their very unfortunate and tragic circumstances!
Jack Wagner

CHAPTER H RALLY—
Four Chapter O members attended the Chapter H
rally in San Antonio. Steven won the 20% drawing. Shirley won the grand prize drawing which was
a $250.00 gift certificate to Alamo Cycle Plex.

(Continued from Page 6: Region H Directors)
So, if you email something that is critical, we suggest
you follow up with a personal contact to insure the
information has been received. Remember, email is
convenient, but not totally reliable.

The holiday season is upon us. First Thanksgiving
and then Christmas. It is the time for family and
friends, reflection and thanks. Reba and I appreciate
this great family we now have in GWRRA. We have
met and made friends with so many! We wish everyone the best during this time. I (Jim) have just 3
months remaining until retirement. To spice up this
last 3 months, I have entered another “Biggest Loser”
contest at work. Yes, even with the two biggest eating holidays of the year! But, I have to do something.
Do you know what a year of traveling as the International Couple will do to you? Put on 20 pounds, that’s
what! Reba and Jim
9
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Maintenance Weekend
Chapter “0”
Host:

Dexter Poullard

When: November 19 & 20 2016
Where: 2516 Mountain High, Dr.
San Marcos, TX 78666
Phone: 512-667-7765
I will not be able to work on everyone’s
bike, but can Instruct multiple owners while they
perform the work properly. I am not that familiar
with the GL1500, but can surely help with some
things. Call before you ride. Things we can accomplish are as follows, but not limited to:

“True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass all
others at whatever cost, but the urge to
serve others at whatever cost.” Author Unknown

Brake fluid change………....large, unopened Dot 4 >>>Will work with a partner
Clutch Fluid Change………… “
“
“ “
“
“
“ “
“
Rear Diff. Oil…………Only need 4 ounces,
so share with a friend
Brake Pad Replace>>>>>>>New pads?
New Fluid, too!
Spark Plugs Replace
Air Filter Replace
Wind Wings Install
Power Port Install
Aux. Fuse block Install
Aux. Lighting
Fog/Driving Lights
Windshield

Flag Placement On Motorcycles
Flag Code Explained
US Flag Only
If only the US Flag is on your bike, it should either be at the center, or to its "marching right" on the right side of the motorcycle to the rider's
perspective when facing forward.

You get the idea. We may be able to perform larger, more time consuming jobs but call
me ahead of time to find out. These jobs may require you to leave your bike in the shop overnight
and work on it both days so please don’t wait to
call. CALL NOW!
Phone: 512-667-7765

US Flag And One Other Flag Of Any Type
If the US Flag is on your bike with another, it
should be to its "marching right" - on the right
side of the motorcycle to the rider's perspective.
If the other flag is that of another nation, it
should be the same size and at the same height
of the US Flag - NO flag should ever be displayed higher than the US Flag.

“Keep your bike in
good repair. Motrocycle
boots are not comfortable for walking.” Author

US Flag And More Than One Other NonNational Flag
If the US Flag is on your bike with several other
non-national flags (POW/MIA, ALR, Eagles,
Service Banners, e tc.), it should be at center
and higher than any of the other flags.

unknown
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

Nov 11

Veterans Day

Nov 12

Texas Honor Ride

Nov 15

Chapter Mtg

Duval & 183

John Osborn

512-810-1767

Nov 19

Maintenance
Weekend

2516 Mountain High
Dr. San Marcos

Dexter Poullard

512-667-7765

Dec 3

Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour,
4705 E Ben White

John Osborn

512-810-1767

Jan 1

Polar Bear Ride

TBD

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Mar 30
Apr 1

LA District Rally

Ramada Inn
Lafayette, LA

Apr 8

Bluebonnet Rally

Ladybird Johnson
Park

Lyle Altes

512-897-0860

Apr 2729

Region H Rally

Marshall, TX

May 18
-20

Texas District Rally

Wichita Falls, TX
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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