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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Once again, we are writing this article for John
and Wanda. He has had an exciting time,
Randy, Dexter, Enrique, and John took off on
there bikes to take a nice long round about ride
to Billings Montana. They travelled thru Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona, then California before John and Randy made their
way to Billings. Enrique and Dexter separated from John and Randy to return back to Texas. Kathy and Wanda flew up to Billings to join the guys
and attend the Wingding. They all said they had a lot of fun on there trip up
and back to Texas. We all look forward to the day we can retire and make
those trips. We will have John write about their big trip. Yes, he is gone
again. As most of you know Wanda retired 9/30/2016, and now has joined
the traveling retirees.
John and Wanda left on the first for California, and they told us that they will
probably be gone a month. They were going to John’s reunion. They later
they were going to Talladega Motor Speedway. Wanda was very excited to
hear that. So hopefully we will see them in November and maybe we will
have new wingnuts to award the 343774 Wingnut King. We are keeping
them in our prayers for safe traveling.
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Scott & Linda Gresak, 281-385-7800

Couple of the Year 2015

Fred & Helen Gnuechtel 512-947-6228

Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071
Motor Awareness Coordinator
Scott Finnell, 512-591-7631

Region H Team
Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2016-2017 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement Coordinator
Tim & Becky Tinnel, 225-715-0195
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

We went on our first ride since Lyle started having
problems,. Seems like it has been forever. We left
Cedar Park and rode to Bluebonnet Café in Marble
Falls. I have to say that it was great riding again and
enjoying the scenery and smells of the outdoors. We
always enjoyed following in the four wheeler to spend
time with our friends, but being out there with them is
way more better. It had been so long I could not find
my boots, nor my jacket. Finally found my jacket, but
the boots are missing in action.
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors
Hello there Region H,

THE IDEALS OF GWRRA

This will be a short newsletter this month as everyone
seems to be on the road riding their bikes to somewhere in Montana-an. Billings, I think it is. WING
DING! We know one young couple who left a month
early and traveled to Billings via Lake Ta-hoe, San
Francisco, Seattle and Anchorage. Another fun loving
couple left 17 days early for a Colorado/Utah excursion along the way. One single guy left two weeks
early for a ride thru Colorado, Wyoming and South
Dakota. We have new friends from New Jersey who
are coming in an RV, trailering their Goldwing and
bring their 92 year old mother and her 160 pound
dog. Isn’t this a great hobby!

The most important ingredient
for a successful Association is
the Member. Where do we find them and how do we
make these people interested enough to want to become one of us? Before anyone can be successful in
“selling” GWRRA, they must first sit for a moment and
determine the reason they joined. Each of us had our
own reasons it may have been the emphasis on
keeping each other safe when riding, the 'G-rated'
family atmosphere of our events or that we know the
best places for food and desserts. In most cases the
motorcycles brought us together and its the relationships and ideals of GWRRA that keep us together.
Let's take a closer look at these ideals:

Over the last year, traveling as the International Couple of the year, we have met so many fantastic new
friends. Wing Ding will actually be a huge family reunion for us. In addition to our Region H family, we are
looking forward to seeing friends from the rallies we
attended this year: Districts TN, MO, WA, NJ/NY and
NE/SD in addition to Region A. What a Year!

PROMOTE SAFETY -This will help us continue to
enjoy our hobby. We can also enjoy the fact that we
are doing something to protect others 198030 by
teaching them safe riding practices. We are saving
lives!

PROMOTE FRIENDSHIP -Among ALL of the motorcycling public. What better way to enjoy our way of
life than to make friends and share with them?

At Wing Ding, a new International Couple will be selected. Please make plans to attend the selection process to support our own Region H Couple, Carolyn
and Steve Cotton. Be there wearing your High Viz
Yellow/Green shirts. Let’s make some noise.

PROMOTE THE POSITIVE IMAGE OF THE
MOTORCYCLE RIDER -We must always keep “our
best foot forward”.
PROMOTE FUN-This is the glue that holds it all together!

There will be several new things at Wing Ding this
year. See Ka-ren Frazier’s article later in this newsletter. There will be a COY Boot Camp and last but not
least, FOOD TRUCKS at the rally sight.

PROVIDE A MONEY -BACK GUARANTEE -GWRRA
will provide a money -back guarantee to any Member
that is of the opinion the Association has failed to live
up to their expectations.

Come support our talent show participants; the
Wooduls from TX and the KS District team.

It really does boil down to Friends for fun, safety and
knowledge, and we back that up with a money back
guarantee!

If you have some time, join us Wednesday afternoon
as we organize our volunteers for the bike show. The
bike show is a whole new animal this year and has
FUN written all over it.

The more you know, the
better it gets!
Jack Wagner

Now, while Wing Ding is a great way to start September, we also suggest a great way to end September
and start October. The Oklahoma Rally is September
29
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
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September Birthdays

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn and Tom are still on the extended vacation. So I am filling in for
Dawn until she returns. We are hoping they return
by October.
Sheri Altes—Sep 17th
Joan Miller—Sep 19th

We did not have a meeting in August due to the
weather. We had several roads closed so I know
that south folks could not make it. But, we did have
some troopers, Wanda, Fred, Gail went to Ihop for
the meeting. Richard stated he made it up there and
saw no motorcycles, so he went on home. Wanda
ended up bring everyone else up to date since John
was on his road trip with Randy, Enrique, and Dexter.

September Anniversaries

Israel & Rosie Guerra—Sep 3rd
Russ & Joan Miller—Sep 14th
While we all are working, all the folks mentioned in
this article including the Sprague’s were enjoying the
ride, that we all wish we were doing.
Be safe, Sheri
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

We know it’s only September, but Mid-Winter
Round Up (MWRU) will sneak up on you before
you know it. It’s time to start thinking about your
“Chapter Team” and your new Couple or Individual
of the Year. Getting the Appointment Papers,
MOU’s and resumes filled out. We would like to
have all the forms filled out and returned to your
District staff before MWRU, that way we can have
all the patches and pins in order to hand out to
your new team. Let’s not wait until the last minute
to pick your team. Remember the Chapter Directors, Chapter Membership Enhancement Coordinators, Chapter Educators and Chapter Treasurers
will need to be interviewed by the District team.
At the MWRU each Chapter Director will be given
a folder that contains all the information and instructions regarding the upcoming District Rally on
May 18-20, 2017.
Since we are having next year’s rally in Wichita
Falls, here is a little history of the Wichita Indians.
Your District team thinks this will be a great theme
for this year’s rally, “Gathering of the Tribes”. We
will have an awesome looking rally pin and have
begun planning fun things to do at the Rally.
The first man to ever see and record a meeting
with the Wichita was Coronado and the men of his
expedition. He explored the American Southwest
in the early 1500s looking for riches. Coronado
came across the Wichita in 1541 in the Great Bend
area of the Arkansas River. That was a long time
ago--over 450 years. The Wichita are called a
tribe that had a chief and sub chief. Then there
were independent sub tribes or bands that spoke
Wichita and shared the Wichita culture. They
spoke a language called, Wichita. Before the Wichita came to Texas, they had farms and villages, but
they moved around a little, also. From spring until
fall they lived a village life and grew maize, pumpkins, squash, and beans and even planted plum
trees. Even though they lived near several rivers,
the Wichita did not eat fish. In the fall until spring,
the Wichita would close up their villages and migrate west to go on a buffalo hunt. Then, in the
spring they would return to the village and plant
crops again. While they were in the village, the
Wichita lived in grass houses.
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These houses were made of forked cedar poles. The
poles, which were very sturdy, were covered by dried
grasses. These houses were very well made and
lasted for many years.
They were big, too. Early explorers have described
them as being 15 to 30 feet across. The houses
were shaped like giant cones. Each house had 10 to
12 beds in it. In the center of the roof was a small
hole to let out the smoke from the fire which was always placed in the middle of the house floor. There
was also a kitchen in these houses. Not like the ones
we have today, of course, but it was a hollowed out
tree trunk that was used to grind corn and prepare
meals. When the Wichita went on their winter buffalo
hunts they lived in tepees just like other Plains Indians.
The Wichita wore clothes made of tanned hides.
The men wore shirts and loin cloths and leggings.
Both men and women wore moccasins. The women
wore dresses that reached
TEXAS

========================================
(continued

from page 4)

thru October 1 in Muskogee. It looks to be a great
time, and COOL! See the flyer attached later in this
newsletter.
We are ready. Will we see you there?
Reba and Jim
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Ken & Terri Burnett
Ride Coordinator
Bluebonnet Cafe
Lunch Ride

Since there was no meeting there
was no wingnut reported.

We had 4 bike and 2 trikes with 10 riders meet up the
HEB in Cedar Park for a ride to Marble Falls for lunch
at the Bluebonnet Cafe. We left out @ 10:00 am in
hopes of missing the breakfast and lunch rush. Well
that sounded great, but it didn't work out so well. The
line was already outside the door and it took us about
40 minutes to get in and get seated.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We had one person meet us at the cafe, so we had
11 people to seat and we ended up having to sit at 2
tables in separate dining rooms. Teri & I have been
on the Bluebonnet birthday list for 10-12 years, so our
meals were free except for the iced tea and tip. We
had a nice ride out to Marble Falls along FM 1431
with beautiful weather. The skies were blue, temperatures in the 80's, great scenery and a curvy hill country road to ride on. What more could you ask for, oh
yeah PIE!
We were also witness to something special. As we
were waiting in line a gorgeous purple metallic Harley
trike pulled up and parked by the curb. The rider set
his parking brake, got off of the bike, pulled out a step
stool and set it beside the bike. The rider went inside
and helped a lady out that appeared to have a handicap and walked with a crutch of some type. I thought
that this was special because there was a rider who
was making sure that someone could enjoy the pleasure of motorcycle riding and that the person with a
handicap wasn't letting it keep them from enjoying a
motorcycle ride. It was a great site to see! We all had
a great meal with good friends and then we all we
home our own separate ways. It was great Goldwing
day!
Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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Either way, we think it’s a worthwhile investment in
your safety.
Hone your skills. As Honda’s Jon Seidel puts it,
“There is nothing we could say or advise more than
to go find a Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)
riding course in your area. That’s critical, absolutely
critical.” An MSF course or similar class can teach
you the basics, as well as advanced techniques,
such as how to perform evasive emergency maneuvers. The cost ranges from free to about $350. An
approved safety course may make you eligible for
an insurance discount and, in some states, to skip
the road-test and/or the written test part of the licensing process. Some motorcycle manufacturers
offer a credit toward the cost of a new motorcycle or
training if a rider signs up for an MSF course. The
MSF website lists about 2,700 locations for such
courses around the United States.

Tips for New Riders That
are Great Reminders for
Seasoned Riders
Shirley Strebbing
Motorcycles are fun and fuel efficient. That’s not
news to anyone who’s ridden one. But neither is the
fact that they’re also way more dangerous than a car.
The cold reality is that motorcyclists are 30 times
more likely to die in a crash than people in a car, according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS). And nearly half of all motorcycle deaths are the
result of single-vehicle crashes.
The numbers are even scarier for older riders, who
are increasingly taking up or returning to motorcycling
after many years. Because of slower reflexes, weaker
eyesight, more brittle bones, and other disadvantages, riders over 60 years old are three times
more likely to be hospitalized after a crash than
younger ones.

“It is absolute insanity to repeal helmet laws," says
Orly Avitzur, M.D., a Consumer Reports medical
adviser. Use your head. Yes, helmets are an emotional topic for some riders. But the facts show the
risk. Riders without a helmet are 40 percent more
likely to suffer a fatal head injury in a crash and are
three times more likely to suffer brain injuries, than
those with helmets, according to government studies.

Still, many enthusiasts enjoy a lifetime of riding without injury. The key to optimizing your odds is to be
prepared and avoid risks. Keep in mind that 48 percent of fatalities in 2010 involved speeding, according
to the IIHS, and alcohol was a factor in 42 percent.
Eliminate those factors and you’ve dramatically reduced your risk.

When Texas and Arkansas repealed their helmet
laws, they saw a 31- and 21-percent increase in
motorcycle fatalities, respectively. “It is absolute insanity to repeal helmet laws,” says Orly Avitzur,
M.D., a neurologist and a Consumer Reports medical adviser. “Because helmets do save lives, it is
insanity to expose the skull and the brain to potential trauma that could be prevented or at least mitigated.”

Below are some more tips to help you stay safe on
two wheels.
Invest in antilock brakes. Now available on a wide array of models, antilock brakes are a proven lifesaver.
IIHS data shows that motorcycles equipped with ABS
brakes were 37 percent less likely to be involved in a
fatal crash than bikes without it. “No matter what kind
of rider you are, ABS can brake better than you,” says
Bruce Biondo of the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles Motorcycle Safety Program.

A full-face helmet that’s approved by the Department of Transportation is the best choice. (Look for
a DOT certification sticker on the helmet.) Modern
helmets are strong, light weight, and comfortable,
and they cut down on wind noise and fatigue. Keep
in mind that helmets deteriorate over time, and may
not be safe even if they look fine. The Snell Memorial Foundation, an independent helmet testing and
standards-setting organization, recommends replacing a helmet every five years, or sooner if it's been
damaged or has been in a crash. Beyond potential
deterioration due to aging and exposure to hair oils
and chemicals, Snell points out that there is often a
notable improvement over that time in helmet design and materials.

The reason is simple: Locking up the brakes in a panic stop robs the rider of any steering control. That can
easily lead to a skid and crash, which can result in
serious injury. ABS helps you retain steering control
during an emergency stop, and it can be especially
valuable in slippery conditions.
This critical feature is now standard on many high-end
models and adds only a few hundred dollars to the
price of more basic bikes. You may be able to offset
some of the cost with an insurance discount. .
8
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(continued from page 8)
Wear the right gear. Jeans, a T-shirt, and sandals are
recipes for a painful disaster on a bike. Instead, you
want gear that will protect you from wind chill, flying
bugs and debris, and, yes, lots of road rash if you
should slide out. For maximum protection, go for a
leather or other reinforced jacket, gloves, full pants,
and over-the-ankle footwear, even in summer. Specially designed jackets with rugged padding and
breathable mesh material provide protection as well
as ventilation for riding in warm weather. You’ll also
want effective eye protection; don’t rely on eyeglasses
or a bike’s windscreen. Use a helmet visor or goggles.
And keep in mind that car drivers who have hit a motorcycle rider often say they just didn't see them, so
choose gear in bright colors.

www.goldwingaustin.org

Be ready to roll. Before each ride, do a quick walkaround to make sure your lights, horn, and directional signals are working properly. Check the chain,
belt, or shaft and the brakes. And inspect the tires
for wear and make sure they’re set at the proper
pressure. Motorcycle mechanics we’ve spoken with
say they routinely see worn-out brakes and improperly inflated tires that greatly increase safety risks.
When tires are under-inflated, “handling gets really
hard, steering gets hard, and the bike doesn’t want
to lean,” says Mike Franklin, owner of Mike’s Garage in Los Angles.

Be defensive. A recent study by the University of
South Florida’s Center for Urban Transportation
Research found that in collisions involving a motorcycle and a car, car drivers were at fault 60
percent of the time. So, you need to be extra
alert, especially in this age of epidemic phone
use and texting behind the wheel. Keep an eye
out for cars suddenly changing lanes or pulling
out from side streets. And don’t tailgate; keeping
a safe following distance is critical, both to ensure
you have enough stopping distance and so you
have time to react to obstacles in the road. An
object that a car might easily straddle could be a
serious hazard when on a bike.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Avoid bad weather. Slippery conditions reduce your
margin for error. Rain not only cuts your visibility but
reduces your tires’ grip on the road, which can make
cornering tricky. If you need to ride in the rain, remember that the most dangerous time is right after precipitation begins, as the water can cause oil residue to
rise to the top. And avoid making sudden maneuvers.
Be especially gentle with the brakes, throttle, and
steering to avoid sliding. When riding in strong side
winds, be proactive in anticipating the potential push
from the side by moving to the side of the lane the
wind is coming from. This will give you some leeway
in the lane, should a gust nudge you.
Watch for road hazards. A motorcycle has less contact with the pavement than a car. Sand, wet leaves,
or pebbles can cause a bike to slide unexpectedly,
easily resulting in a spill. Bumps and potholes that you
might barely notice in a car can pose serious danger
when on a bike. If you can’t avoid them, slow down as
much as possible before encountering them, with minimal steering input. Railroad tracks and other hazards
should be approached as close to a right angle as
possible, to reduce the chances of a skid.

PLEASE WATCH
OUT FOR
CHILDREN AS
SCHOOL BEGINS

9

September 2016

Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter

www.goldwingaustin.org

Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Aug 31
Sep 3

WingDing

Sep
16-19

Medina High Point
Camp Out

Sep 17

Chapter K2 Rally

Lytle, TX

Sep 29
– Oct 1

Oklahoma District

Muskogee
Oklahoma Civ

Oct 8

Chapter T

Oct 15

Oct 16

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

Billings, MT
Ken Burnett or
Lyle Altes

512-497-1259
512-897-0860

Michael Pineda

830-772-4949

Killeen, TX

Jim & Alvalian
Woodul

254-634-4658

Chapter H

Raymond Russell
Park, San Antonio

Sam Reagle

210-426-5617

Chapter N2

Humble, TX

Randy & Sharon
Rainwater

281-360-4577
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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