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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
The Blue Bonnet Rally was a huge success this
year. Our attendance increased from the previous year and after all expenses were paid, we
netted slightly more than last year. As usual our
silent auction was outstanding and this was
made possible by the hard work soliciting items from our vendors and members. There was a crowd at each table as we closed each table to make
sure they had the high bid on items they wanted. This is indicative of the
quality of the items we had. I would like to recognize Mitchell Motorsports,
Central Texas Power Sports and Killeen Power Sports for their generous
donations. Each year these three vendors always donate motorcycle related items. Next I want to thank all of our members who donated and donated more items for the silent auction. And with each and every successful
rally are the volunteers who work a multitude of tasks. Overall we put on
one heck of a rally. Now on to next year’s rally. Now is the time to start
planning for next year. Each year we strive to improve on the previous year
and quite frankly there is not much we can improve on, but we are always
willing to listen to new ideas. Let’s brain storm this and see if we can come
up with some new and fresh ideas.

continued on page 3
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Couple of the Year 2016
Fred & Helen Gnuechtel

Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994

Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418

Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619

Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230

Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Camping Coordinator
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092
Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

International Team

Region H Team

Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2014-2015 COY
Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

Next up is the District Rally in Temple. Linda Jackson has been working on decorating our horse, and
in fact she has made two of them. I know there will
be a judging for the best one and without a doubt
Chapter O will win this. The horse Decoration
Judging will be May 20, from 6:30pm – 9:00pm.
There is also a Chapter Rodeo between 1:00pm –
3:00pm, not sure what will happen at the rodeo, but
I tend to think it has to include out Decorated
Horse. Let’s all show up and support our horse.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

We had a great time at the Bluebonnet Rally. We
started out with drizzle in the morning, but the day
turned out to be nice. We had a lot of folks from the
different chapters attend. It appeared that everyone
had a great time.

We are in prime riding weather so let’s go riding. If
you have an idea, plan it and send it to me. Let’s
get a breakfast ride in the near future. Any ideas?

A rally is a great place to meet knew people and
catch up with old friends. After the rally we had several people come back to our campsite and sat
around and talked a good part of the night.

John and Wanda
Osborn

Lyle and I decided to stay an extra day and unwind
some. It was nice taking our time to go back home.
This was a good eye opener to see what it would be
like to retire and just enjoy life day after day. I do not
think we will miss the hustle and bustle of every day
going back and forth to work.
Next comes the District Rally, I sure hope we will be
able to see some of our members representing our
chapter. It is a lot of fun to participate in the events
that are put on for all of us.
Remember to ride safe and hope to see you there!
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer

Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

Our Core Values

It is definitely rally season.
The Kansas District just
completed theirs and I understand from several
sources and pictures all over Facebook that a lot of
fun was had by all. We’re sorry we had to miss it but
that whole “work thing” got in the way. 8 months, 4
days, 23 hours, 44 minutes and 20 seconds as I
write this, but who’s counting?

In the past issues of By the
Book we explored the GWRRA Mission and Vision statements. Now its time to turn our attention the Core Values of our Association. These are values that all of
our GWRRA officers from the Chapter level to the 'top
of the house' should strive to exhibit.


EXCELLENCE - Our quest for excellence includes an abiding pride in our Association.



CHARACTER - Honesty, integrity and commitment are the key character elements in developing trust and respect within our Association.



FOCUS - Our focus is to meet the needs of our
Members and provide leadership through our Officers and staff.



ATTITUDE - Our Officers and staff maintain a
positive, enthusiastic and creative attitude in their
approach of providing an atmosphere for fun,
safety and knowledge.



FAIRNESS - The resolution of any issue should
stand the test of “is it fair?” Is it fair to the Member? Is it fair to the officers? Is it fair to the Association? These should all be considerations in everything we do.



COMMUNICATIONS - The more we share information and communicate about goals, values,
measures and rewards, the more effective we
can be as individuals and as Members of the
Association.



TEAMWORK - Teamwork is the ability to work
together toward our common vision. It is our ability to direct individual accomplishment toward Association objectives. It is the fuel that allows all of
us to achieve exceptional results.



TRAINING - Well-trained Officers and staff will
provide improved Member services and create
increased position satisfaction.



QUALITY - To be the best we can be and to hold
the Members in highest esteem and respect will
guarantee the quality of our Association.

www.goldwingaustin.org

Our calendar is full for the month of May. It actually
starts the last weekend of April as we travel to the
TN Spring Fling in Pigeon Forge, TN. The next
weekend is the LA Color Ride. Right now the 2nd
weekend in May is open. The 3rd weekend is the TX
Rally in Temple, TX, the 4th is the AR Rally in Harrison, AR. Bring your Cowboy dress to TX and your
Super Hero Dress to AR. I guess a Cowboy might
be a Super Hero.
The first weekend in June finds us at the MO Rally in
Branson. We hope to see a lot of friends at these
events. We are staying in Branson between the AR
and MO rallies and are inviting you to join us and
let’s do some riding, take in a few shows and “supp”
together. We will be there Sunday through Wednesday before the rally. If you are a director or assistant director at any level and are attending one of our
Region H rallies, please check the rally schedule for
our directors’ forum. We promise a good time. We
will share ideas and get to know one another creating a director network that will benefit all of us.
Memorial Day is this month so let’s take time out to
remember and thank our service men and women.
A larger part of our organization has military experience and we are proud of that. Just a little snippit on
the Berry Family: My Dad was one of 11 boys in his
family. 10 of those served active duty. 5 retired
from the service. They had 136 years of combined
service from that one family. 5 in WWII. The 11th
one tried to join but was rejected for medical reasons. He did pursue a career in the “government”
but was never able to disclose to any of us what he
did for the government! Hmmm….I wonder?
Get that bike out! Ride! Be seen! Invite people to
join you! Let’s introduce people to GWRRA!

(continued on page 7)
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Let’s get to the prizes at the April
meeting:
DOOR PRIZES:

50/50
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

The next newsletter
will be about all the fun
things we did at the Texas District Rally. Just to
give you a run down on some of the things
planned:
THURSDAY
•
•




•

Registration from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Opening Ceremony will be at 5:00 PM
Right after Opening Ceremony will be the Chap
ter Round-Up. This is where the Chapter Director or Designated person gets to show off their
decorated Hobby Horse. The Trophy this year
looks great and anyone would be proud to win
it.
The light show staging will be after the
Chapter Round-Up and the light Show will be
at Dusk.

FRIDAY


•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Registration and Security (Volunteer List
added)
Vendor Walk
Golden Nugget Hunt
Participation Game (the Drop) the more you
participate the more tickets you get to win
prizes
We will have a few seminars (First Aid/CPR,
Chapter Communication, Texas Law shield,
Problem solving, Bike and Trailer Riding
Course, Air Evac and Couple of the Year
Shop Talk
Couple of the Year Selection
Chapter Rodeo
Chapter Feud
Let’s Let’s Make a Deal
Card Making Class
Talent Show—Must see
Not so Newly Wed Game
Social Event with pictures, Hobby Horse
Design competition
Ice Cream Float Bar

www.goldwingaustin.org

SATURDAY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chapter Pride Drop off and judging
Couple of the Year reception
Motorist Awareness Seminar, Crash Scene
Seminar, Chapter of the Year Seminar and
FUN raising Seminar
Dress Competition
Chapter/District Directors meeting with Jim
and Reba Berry
On Bike games
Off Bike Games
Bike Show
Level IV lunch
Bingo
Not so Newly Wed Game
Let’s Make a Deal
Closing Ceremony
Yeti giveaway
Grand Prize—55” Flat Screen TV—We will
deliver
Couple of the Year--Gas Card/Gift Card
Giveaway

Let’s not forget about you putting out a Warrant for
Arrest on the Wanted poster on your favorite person that needs to be placed in Jail.
Your District Staff has come up with several fun
things for everyone to have some FUN and
LAUGHS. Your District staff is looking forward
to visiting with everyone. If you don’t see a
smile on our face, someone needs to put us in
jail as a reminder to have some FUN.
SEE YA THERE IN A COUPLE OF WEEKS.
Here is the volunteer signup sheet, just to remind
everyone of their assignment. We all thank you very
much for volunteering to help.
Mike & Robin Thacker
District Director
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(continued from page 4)

The core values form the basis of many other facets of the Officer Handbook. Do they sound like
the qualities you would like to see in your Chapter
Team? I imagine they are. They are simple, easy
to understand and if you keep them in mind as
you go about running your Chapters, you will
have happy Members and thriving Chapters.

May Birthdays

The more you Know,. The better it gets!
Jack Wagner
Region H Trainer
Claire Nybro May22
Wamda Osborn May 23

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

May Anniversaries

JC & Millie Fazzino May 29th

************************************************************
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The prestigious Wing Nut Award had two nominees
this month and both of them were deserving. It appears as we were closing out the silent auction
Dawn Sprague was having a hard time finding the
winner of some gift cards. She kept looking for the
individual with the correct arm band number and
guess what, it was hers. Next after we cleaned the
pavilion we all met in the RV Park to wind down and
eat some more. People came over from other
chapters and we had so much fun. When it came
time to clean up the camp site I was asked to take a
container of Ranch Dressing to the trash, which I
did. But as I was putting in the trash I spilled some
on my foot, well that’s not the complete story. I had
spilled it on my shirt and pants as well. My lovely
wife would not let me in the RV to change; she gave
me some clean clothes and sent me to the showers.
Before going over there I emptied pockets. When I
got back I could not find my wife’s cell phone, we
were looking all over for
and I came around the
corner and there was
Sheri Altos and my wife
pointing, taking pictures
and laughing. Well I had
put the cell phone in the
trailer so everybody got a
big laugh at this. Needless to say, I won the
Wing Nut Award.

www.goldwingaustin.org

Food Bank Donations for Fredricksburg Pantry

Seven Past and Present Chapter Directors
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator

Dogs, Deers and
Armyidllo

Bluebonnet Rally Fun Run
We had our Bluebonnet Rally
on Saturday April 9th which
started off with some crazy
Texas weather. It was sprinkling with some
lightening in the distance when we arrived in
the early morning to get prepared for the rally.
We had times of dark clouds with thunder &
lightening to times of clear and sunny until finally we got a brief thunderstorm that produced
some pea sized hail. Fortunately it cleared off
before 10:00 am and the start of our fun run.
We got started a little late due to a few people
needing to get gas at the last minute and due to
me not getting everyone organized early. We
had 9 bikes and trikes with 14 riders go on the
fun run. The ride went smoothly, we had to pull
to the side of the road twice to regroup, but
things went well because of good communication between Steven Thomas (tail-gunner) and I
(lead bike). One we got through Fredericksburg
and out of town the ride went well. We had wet
roads as we rode out FM 965 to Enchanted
Rock state park. The flowers and scenery were
gorgeous as we rode leisurely through the hill
country. We stopped on the paved shoulder
across from the park to take photos and was
about to leave when the park ranger informed
us over his loud speaker that we were in a no
parking zone. We rode on over to Hwy 16 and
back through Willow City and around through
some back roads that brought us in on the opposite end of Fredericksburg. We followed
Friendship Lane back to Hwy 16 that brought
us back to the park and at the rally at noon
which would have been right on time for lunch,
but lunch was late. The ride was beautiful, leisurely and fun for everyone. The best part was
the millions of bluebonnets and other wildflowers along
the way!

When we were in MN we had
a lot of issues with dogs. One
of the neighbors dogs would
seem to only leave its droppings on our property
line. Another neighbor's dogs would bark and bark
and bark. Now after 28 years plus of marriage we
have a dog and a fun little one at that. So yes my
views of dogs has changed over the years; however
being a passenger on the back of a Gold Wing I
don't want to have any up close and personal encounters with a dog.
When it comes to handling dog problems on a bike,
here's a couple of ideas:
The preferred method with the occasional dog adventure is to change speed so that the dog is confused. If
it is trying to chase you on the bike, vary your speed
so that the dog can't tell where you're going to be
next. Slow down so that it overshoots your front
wheel, then speed up so it can't catch you. In short
order, the dog will probably give up.
Just this past week in the car I hit an armadillo. There
was an oncoming car, and there was no shoulder for
me to move over to so I hit him (or her). It was loud
and icky sounding and it did pull a little. However, as
my husband always has taught me with a deer,
dog or armadilla the first choice is to avoid hitting it
altogether. At the same token be very careful that you
don't overcorret, swerve, or do something that is
much more dangerous than what might have happened if you would have hit the anima. Now don't get
me wrong I am not an animal murder. Just use wisdom and think before you react.
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

May
19-21

Texas District

Temple, TX

Mike & Robin
Thacker

281-686-8892

May
26-28

Arkansas District

Harrison, AR

Johnny & Mildred
Glasscock

870-623-4578

Jun 21

Chapter O Mtg.

Ihop Duval

John & Wanda
Osborn

512-528-8105

Jul 7-9

Reno Rendezvous

Grand Sierra Resort
Reno, NV

Jul 19

Chapter O Mtg

Ihop Duval

John & Wanda
Osborn

512-528-8105

Aug 16

Chapter O Mtg.

Ihop Duval

John & Wanda
Osborn

512-528-8105

Aug 31
Sep 3

WingDing

Billings, MT
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1996 Goldwing For Sale , mileage 78,255
Bike and Trailer asking $3,000
Contact: Victor Hulbert , Phone: 830-496-0525
mviclowhul@hotmail.com
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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