July 2015

Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter

www.goldwingaustin.org

Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 11. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Chapter O
Last month I talked about procrastinating and
how to overcome it. Well I must have taken it to
heart because I made sure Wanda had June
20th off because that was the day Chapter I, in
Marshall, was having their 15th anniversary party. So we left here on Friday and rode over to Marshall and checked into
our hotel room. Got up on Saturday morning and went to H&W Marina,
where the party was supposed to be, and there was no one there. We rode
around back and no one was there either. We went around to the front
again and got off the bike and about the same time 385128-01 Glen Hughes
drove up and we started talking and he asked what we were up to and I told
him we were there for Chapter I’s birthday party and about this time I looked
on my cell phone and discovered we were a week early. Well I guess I was
not procrastinating this time, I got there REAL EARLY. After all this it turned
out to be a fantastic weekend.
Glen said he had a few things to do at the marina and after he was done we
went to lunch in Jefferson. As we were pulling out of the Honda shop Kyle
Hughes stopped us and told us he had a cabin on a lake and we were
continued on page 3
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(continued from pate 1)

Mike & Robin Thacker
Texas District
Director
Director’ Corner

welcome to spend the night there and we told him
we would think about it. At lunch Glen also invited
us to stay at the cabin so we decided to spend the
night there. Boy was it was nice and quiet there.
The next morning we went to Cowboy Church with
Glen and as we were leaving we met some fellow
bikers and they had organized a Biker Church in
Hallsville. They wanted to know if we were from
the area and invited us to their Biker Church, but
we told them we were for Austin it would be hard to
attend. Then they invited us to lunch. Like I said,
what turned out to be a busted weekend turned out
fantastic.

We have been having so
much fun visiting Chapter’s that are having their Weekend rallies. As I type
this article, I am thinking about the fun we will have
tomorrow when we go to Marshall Texas for Chapter
I’s 15th Birthday party. They are having Grand Prizes,
Door Prizes, and a Cajun Tex Lunch that will be catered. And of Course you cannot have a Birthday
without a Cake. I have heard that the Director is planning for the Louisiana and Texas District Directors to
have a Dance Off. I will be sure to have my camera
ready for that one. We really want to ride the Bikes
but again it looks like rain storms will be here and in
Marshall. That’s OK, we have a meeting place scheduled for people to meet in their vehicles and we all
will drive to Marshall instead. We still get to be with
friends and have fun at the event. We know that a lot
of events are planned for the bike ride, but if the
weather is bad, we can all pile into cars and make a
day of it.

This experience just shows how friendly, generous,
kind and thoughtful the motorcycle community is.
We are quick to come to the aid of a fellow bikers
and it does not make a difference it you ride a Honda or Harley; we all ride for the same reason. This
is a weekend I will never forget thanks to the
Hughes family and their friends.
The next weekend Steven Thomas and I rode back
to Marshall for the birthday party and had a great
time. Steven and I won the prizes for the best and
worst poker hands, I won $300 for the best hand
and Steven won $200 for the lowest hand.

It is awesome to look at the events Calendar on the
website under the FUN tab and see all the events
that chapters are putting on the calendar. Things from
Camping trips, Social Dinners, Painted Church Rides,
ERC Training, Museum Rides, Parties and Monthly
Meetings. This is a great way to go and visit other
Chapters. If you would like to know how your chapter
can start putting your events on the Calendar, get
with Tom Sprague’s to get your password.

So next time you see a fellow biker that needs
some kind of assistance, please stop and lend a
hand, I know we will.
John & Wanda Osborn

Here is some information for you:
Ride to Work
Proclamation
In Pflugerville
Council
Meeting

Region H has posted on their website a link to sign
up to help with the Bike Show at Wing Ding. Just click
on the site and it will take you to the sign up section.
You do not have to have judging experience for a lot
of the positions. For example: they have Runners,
Scorers, Sign ups at the Registration Table, Staging
Teams to help put the bikes in their correct location,
someone to help with the floor layout of the bike show
and a Trophy layout team.
All you have to do is click on the tab “I can help” and
type in your name and Chapter, you will be added to
the schedule. We will all have a meeting on Sept. 3rd.
(continued on page 7)
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TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071

Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418

Educators
Lynn & Cindy Harris 386-846-8521

Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259
Couple of the Year 2015
Ken & Teri Burnett 512-497-1259
Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Billy Laue, 512-773-2602

2015-2016 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team

Region H Team

Director GWRRA

Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275

Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Assistant Director

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director
Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Leadership Training
Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892
Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski
Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467
Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475
2014-2015 COY
Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365

Deputy Directors

Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Bill & Dea Ann Gray - Regions E, H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 11 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
GWRRA Chapter is designed
to operate as a politically
free, educational, social unit
of our Association. When we
hear the term 'political', we
usually think of either being
'for' or 'against' and making choices through voting.
Politically free means we do not conduct our operations through voting. If we have “voting”, two things
happen. First, Chapter Members take over the decision making responsibility which lies with the Chapter Director; and second, it starts the process that
will lead the Chapter out of the GWRRA Chapter
concept and into a club format. With voting, there is
always the feeling of having 'won' or 'lost' and we
don't want anyone to feel like a loser!
If we don’t do any “voting”, what about the times
when a decision needs to be made and you need
input from your Team and the Members? How is a
decision made if you don’t call for a “vote”? There’s
a very simple way to do this. We survey our Team
and our Chapter participants for their opinions, ideas, desires and find a consensus of the group. You
should get all the input and advice you can, weigh it
with what you know about GWRRA procedure and
policy, then make your decision. A decision that will
give the Members what they want! You may think
taking a survey and voting sound like the same
thing, but they're not. The term 'survey' relates to
inquiry, study, and analysis, whereas 'vote' implies
ballots and majority rule.
Most of the time, your decisions will be in agreement
with the majority of your Team and/or Members, but
there will be times when you will need to explain
why your decision can’t be a certain way. This is
where your leadership ability will really count. This is
where you will really need to know and understand
how GWRRA operates and be able to convey this
information to your Members so they will understand
your decision. Sometimes, decisions may be proper
but not popular—explain well!

www.goldwingaustin.org

Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

Hello friends,
Reba and I had a great ride to the MO rally in Branson last month. A group of 6 Gold Wings left Conway, AR one morning and magically turned a 3 hour
drive into 11 hours of sweepers, switchbacks and
scenery galore. The MO rally is really unique, not
just because of its great location, but how they conduct the rally itself. When traveling these great United States and Canada, keep an eye out for GWRRA
functions you can pick up along the way. You may
be able to “appropriate” some great ideas that you
can bring back to your chapter, you will have a great
time and they will be glad to see you! We are now
making plans to attend the MT rally in July while visiting our son and his family in Seattle. Hopefully, we
It is only 2 months to Wing Ding. I hope you have
your route planned and reservations made. Reba
and I usually lead our chapter ride to Wing Ding, but
this year we have to leave a day early because of
Region Director and Couple of the Year requirements. But, I have worked Reba and me up a little
ride which will have us cruise up the Natchez Trace
to Elvis’ golden cheeseburger table, the National
Coon Dog Cemetery, the Rattlesnake Bar and Grill
(built in a cave), a shoe tree and the world’s largest
aluminum rock and roller and across the Tennessee
River at the Wheeler Dam Bridge.
Region H is responsible for the Bike Show on Friday,
September 4. The sign up sheet is on our webpage
at www.gwrra-h.org. There are several great spots
available, but we would really like to see the Experienced Classer, Staging Team and Judging Team
slots filled. If you have more free time, check out other regions to see if they could use your help. Region
E has a volunteer sheet for the goodie booth on their
webpage. That is always fun.

There will be times when you don’t feel you have
enough input to make a good decision. That is when
you need to call your District Director. If necessary,
they have the Region or Deputy Director to depend
We wish everyone a happy 4th of July weekend. Grill
on. Although the District, Region or Deputy Directors some burgers and hot dogs, churn up some homemay not always be able to solve a particular probmade ice cream, slice some watermelon and hug a
lem for you, they often can help find information to
veteran! Just be careful with those firecrackers.
provide you with input that should help you resolve
the issue. The more you know, the better it gets!
4 See you down the road!

July 2015

Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter

www.goldwingaustin.org

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Tom and Dawn were away for this
meeting so I am posting the pictures
taken at the meeting, however I do not know the details like Dawn would have recorded.

.

The 50/50:

July Anniversaries

Tom & Dawn Sprauge—Jul 1st
Kent & Leilani Smith—Jul 4th
Enrique & Yolanda Garcia—Jul 8th
Fred & Helen Gnuechtel - Jul 9
Randy & Kathy Reese—Jul 17
Billy & Boonmee Laue—Jul 22
Charles & Julie Diggs—Jul 27

Now for the Door Prizes

July Birthdays

Israel Guerra—Jul1st
Kenneth Green—Jul 2nd
Tim Drisccoll—Jul 7th
Billy Laue—Jul 12th
Janis Maker—Jul 13th
Dave Burton—Jul 13th
David Stokem—Jul 15th
Kent Smith—Jul 18th
Cindy Harris—Jul 23th
JC Frazzino—Jul 27th
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2015-2016
Couple of the Year

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

Ride Coordinator
Ken & Terri Burnett

Gum Springs
Breakfast Ride
As everyone knows we have been out of commiision, and we thought that was coming to an end
however, I have had a set back, so my riding has
been put off a few more weeks. When I am able to
start again I will try to make as many rides as possible . I really miss it when I see pictures of rides
that I have missed like Gum Springs.

We had 5 bikes & 2 trikes with 9 riders meetup
at HEB in Cedar Park on Saturday June 13th for
a breakfast ride to Gum Springs Café in Briggs.
We were a little delayed for our departure on this
lovely morning due to some confusion about the
meeting place. There is more than 1 HEB in Cedar Park an evidently someone did not communicate the detailed information. We had a
great ride through Jonestown, Lago Vista and
Bertram to Briggs and still made it to Gum
Springs Café on time. It was a good thing that
John knew the location & spoke up in time because the address & Google maps were different locations. I had to put in my GPS manually
and we would have had to make a U-turn if we
had followed my GPS. We arrived to a large
parking lot with plenty of parking in front of the
café. There was a Goldwing trike parked out
front belonging to couple inside that was possibly there to meet T2, but none of the T2 riders
showed up. We meet 2 other Chapter O members inside that had arrived early in a truck. It is
a large café and was not very busy, so we did
not have any problems being seated or served.
They had several breakfast choices and the prices were reasonable. After a good breakfast &
conversation, John did a coin toss & the chapter
paid for breakfast (twice in 1 week). Many of the
riders left the café and headed home. The rest
of us rode through Briggs over to Maxdale road
and around the back way to Florence. We
stopped in Florence for the Friendship Festival
where we strolled around downtown and
checked out some booths & shops. It was started to get hot, so we left Florence and rode over
to Andice where we split up and headed home.
It was a great day of food, fun & friends.
Ken Burnett
Ride coordinator
6
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the bike show is on Friday the 4th. Several people
have signed up, but take a look at the site to see if
you will be able to help out.
Jack Wagner, your Deputy Director has requested
that we add this request to our Newsletter this
month. There is a Team Called: Instructional Design
Evaluation and Advisory Team (IDEA) and they are
looking for someone who has designed programs.
Have you designed education or training programs
for adults before?
Were they outcome-based, activity-driven training
experiences--meaning they were designed to produce an increase in the skill level of the participant
rather than just to disseminate information? Did you
design the program with a consideration as to how
you were going to measure the effectiveness of that
program? Have you ever developed online training
programs? Do you have experience with e-learning
or Learning Management Systems? If you have any
of the above experience or skills and are interested
in being a part of a team to re-design and/or update
GWRRA’s existing training programs / seminars,
and/or write new programs for our leaders and members, please send an email to Dottie Bahrenburg,
Assistant Director of Training for Programs, at
Gwrra.training.dottie@outlook.com
In the email, please respond to the below list of
questions regarding yourself:
Name Member # Phone # GWRRA training & designing experience Outside of GWRRA training &
designing experience. Experience designing elearning programs Do you have a sample of any
programs you have written that we could review
Why would you want to be part of our new design
team
Don’t forget, if you’re Chapter is interested in having
Seminars, CPR/First Aid or Riding Courses get with
us, Cliff or Lynn so we can get it done for you.
Your District Staff is beginning to get things put together regarding planning events for you. We will
have a lot of things to talk about at the “Mid-Winter
Round Up in Temple on Saturday, 381434-01 January 9th, 2016. No telling what Steve V. is going to
come up with for you. You can bet we will have a lot
of fun planned for you.
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Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator
Breakfast Ride to Biggs
We had 5 bikes & 2 trikes with 9
riders meetup at HEB in Cedar
Park on Saturday June 13th for a
breakfast ride to Gum Springs Café in Briggs. We
were a little delayed for our departure on this lovely
morning due to some confusion about the meeting
place. There is more than 1 HEB in Cedar Park an
evidently someone did not communicate the detailed
information. We had a great ride through Jonestown,
Lago Vista and Bertram to Briggs and still made it to
Gum Springs Café on time. It was a good thing that
John knew the location & spoke up in time because
the address & Google maps were different locations. I
had to put in my GPS manually and we would have
had to make a U-turn if we had followed my GPS. We
arrived to a large parking lot with plenty of parking in
front of the café. There was a Goldwing trike parked
out front belonging to couple inside that was possibly
there to meet T2, but none of the T2 riders showed
up. We meet 2 other Chapter O members inside that
had arrived early in a truck. It is a large café and was
not very busy, so we did not have any problems being
seated or served. They had several breakfast choices
and the prices were reasonable. After a good breakfast & conversation, John did a coin toss & the chapter paid for breakfast (twice in 1 week). Many of the
riders left the café and headed home. The rest of us
rode through Briggs over to Maxdale road and around
the back way to Florence. We stopped in Florence for
the Friendship Festival where we strolled around
downtown and checked out some booths & shops. It
was started to get hot, so we left Florence and rode
over to Andice where we split up and headed home. It
was a great day of food, fun & friends.

We just had our meeting for June and again we
had only one nomination for the prestigious Wing
Nut Award. Of course last month after Hubert was
nominated we didn't needed any additional nominations thus following Hubert was going to be tuff, but
I believe this month's winner was equally as good.
Apparently one of our families was in Colorado
and they were following another relatives blue Suburban. Her granddaughter asked her which vehicle
was her aunt's, and our member, Shirley Strebbing
said "that white Suburban up there". She was following the wrong car, at least it was the correct
model.

Ken Burnett
Ride coordinator
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the distance to the bike in front of you and a quarter
of the distance to the bike in your track before you
realize anything is wrong! Okay, so lets make even
more room -- why not give 3-5 seconds between
bikes? Now, there's enough room to enable/invite
cars to enter the group. If you are the #2 bike, and
you allow too much room between you and #1, a
car entering the team leaves the #1 bike by itself
and you just became the leader of a 4 bike group. If
you're in the #3 slot and don't keep proper spacing,
now a car has split the team into groups of 2 and 3.
Everybody's risk has been increased by a lack of
proper spacing. By maintaining the recommended
lane position and spacing, each rider is allowed
enough time to avoid obstacles or troubles ahead
without inviting other autos to join the group and
endanger other team members. Beyond lane position and spacing, team members have different obligations/concerns, depending on bike position.

Ok folks, I said spacing, not
spacing out! The first is very
important in safe riding, the second is an accident waiting to
happen!
The first phrase we as Gold Wing Rider's need to disbain is group rides. We are actually going on Team
Rides. Remember in school when they said you are
only as strong as the weakest member of your team.
This is the reason it so important to always be discussing safety and Team Riding. The goal of this
team is to have fun and get where we're going. However, the number one priority of this team is to reduce
the risk of injury or death to each team member by
being out on the freeways with autos and other heavyweights. Each team member is important! The front
and back door are obviously important, But what
about those in the middle?

ike #2: If you don't have a radio or you are a new
rider, you should be in the #2 position. Being a new
rider doesn't just mean you just got on a bike. What
if you just bought a new bike, or you just started riding 2-up? Wouldn't you like to have the increased
reaction time of having no one in the right track
ahead of you? Wouldn't you like to have the front
door to follow in case the
team gets split up? If you don't have a radio or any
aspect of your riding could be considered new, the
#2 position is where you should be.

Bikes 2, 3, and 4 etc....what's your role in the team?
Front and back doors are making way for you, but
they can't ride your bikes for you. Now, it cannot be
stressed enough that each of us should always RIDE
YOUR OWN RIDE and never try to go beyond our
capabilities. Having said that, beyond responsibilities
to yourself and your co-rider, each team member also
has an obligation to reduce risks to the team. Its your
role to keep the group organized as a tight team and
also protect each other. This could be as simple as
warning of road debris or telling the bike in front of
you that their top bag isn't latched. But the most important role of these middle bikes is to maintain the
spacing of the group. If you're riding in staggered formation, you should keep a 2 second interval with the
bike in your track. In other words, bike #3 should be in
the left track of the lane 2 seconds behind the front
door and #4 should be 2 seconds behind #2 in the
right track. This puts individual bikes ~1 second apart.
A good rule of thumb is that if you can see the face of
the rider in front of you in his/her mirror, you are about
1 second apart. If you go to single file, you now allow
a 2 second interval with the bike in front of you, so this
doubles the amount of distance between each bike in
the group (front and back doors; consider that this
doubles the overall length of the group).

Bike #3: Assuming that #2 is a new rider or without
a radio, what happens if #1's radio goes out or you
get split up by a traffic light or a car? The #3 position should be ready to take over for the front door
in case of radio troubles OR be ready to lead the
smaller group until the team can be re-united.
Bike #4: The same concept applies in case the back
door has radio trouble or gets separated. This is
actually more likely, as you may get 4 bikes through
a light, but not have the back door get through
(especially if you're riding single file). If the team is
split up, the back door should notify the front door
that bike #4 will be the back door until the team is re
-united. If the back door has radio problems, its up
to #4 to take over and communicate with the front
door and safely change positions with the former
back door .

Why are these numbers important? Motorcycle Safety
Foundation allows ~0.5 seconds for an individual's
reaction time. This means you've eaten up half the

(continued on page 12)
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/
Web

Phone

Jul 4

Fourth of July

Holiday

Jul 21

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Aug 18

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

Jon Osborn

512-528-8105

Sep 3-6

Wing Ding

Huntsville, AL

Sep 15

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

Jon Osborn

512-528-8105

Sep
17-19

Kansas District
Convention

Wichita, Kansas

Jack or Doris
Schoeck

620-341-0426

Oct 10

T-Fest

Harker Heights, TX

Jim & Alvalin
Woodul

254-634-4658

Oct
15-17

Oklahoma District
Convention

Hulbert, OK
Sequoyah Lodge
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GOLDWINGERS Recipes
None submited

===============================
==
Classified Ads

None
===========================
(Educator Desktop continued from page 9)

So you see, each team member has important roles in making sure that the team
gets where they're going safely. Beyond
maintaining the proper spacing and lane position within the team, situational awareness
is critical. If each member of the team is
aware of their surroundings and knows what
to do in different situations, this reduces the
risk to the team overall. Lets all ride safe and
have fun!
Part of this article were used with permission
from David Derig Gold Wing editor
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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