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Want to experience ñFriends for Fun, 

Safety and Knowledgeò first hand?  If 

so, you are welcome to visit us at our 

Chapter gatherings.  Chapter Oôs par-

ticipants  gather the third Tuesday of 

each month at 7:00 pm.  The location is 

at the IHOP Restaurant, 11654 Re-

search Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval Road in 

Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the 

phone number is 512-345-7124.  For 

more information, we encourage you to 

contact any of our staff members (see 

page 2) or visit any of the following web-

sites.   

Chapter O: www.goldwingaustin.org/                                                                      

Texas District:  www.gwrra-tx.org/  

South Central Region:  

http://www.region-h.org/                                                                                       

Reesesô  

Ramblings 
 

Hey O! 
 

Luck de na 

Gaeilge a bheith 

agat le!  Accord-

ing to the translator on my iPhone, this 

means ñLuck of the Irish be with you!ò  

The traditional color for Ireland is green, 

and thatôs also the color of our Hill Coun-

try as it wakes up from winter.  My yard is 

already showing touches of green (okay, 

most are weeds!) and Iôm noticing trees in 

the neighborhood already budding.  The 

weather is gradually warming up to com-

fortable riding temps and Iôm getting ex-

cited about the upcoming spring riding 

opportunities.  Keep an eye on the  ride 

schedule for impromptu rides ï Iôll bet 

there will be several in the next few 

months. 

 

Iôm helping the Leaôs start the moving 

process Monday, the 8th.  We are really 

going to miss those two.  March will be 

their last chapter gathering, so I hope you 

will join me at the meeting to tell them 

how much weôll miss them.  Also the 

gathering is the day before St. Patrickôs 

Day, so we may reprise some of the fun 

they started last year (remember that 

meeting)? 

 

Our 23rd Annual Bluebonnet Rally is next 

month!!!   We passed around a volunteer 

signup sheet last gathering and got a few 

names, but we need many more bodies to 

continue the success weôve had in the 

past.  We really want to encourage every 

one of our participants to pitch in and help 

us make this the best rally ever!  Remem-

ber that Chapter O participants can receive 

a special reduced rate if you register at the 

March chapter gathering. For a mere $10/

rider and $8/co-rider, you will be able to 

have more FUN than you can stand.  Just 

bring your completed registration form 

and your money to Gail Carr at the gather-

ing. 

 

Kathy and I visited several of the local 

Honda dealers and bike shops last week to 

drop off information for recruiting new 

members and flyers for the Rally.  We 

also got promises of donations from 

Georgetown and Woods Honda.  Still 

working on Cowboy. 

 

You can really help John & Wanda 

Osborn  prepare for the silent auction if 

you either bring your items to the gather-

ing or send them an email 

(josborn@aol.com) with a list of your 

items so they can prepare the bid sheets 

ahead of time.   

 

I imagine you have been to our website to 

check out Tomôs efforts at upgrading the 

pages.  He and Dawn are currently in Bra-

zil, but more changes are coming when he 

returns.  Having been a webmaster in the 

past, I can certainly appreciate the effort it 

takes to do this and I think heôs doing a 

great job! 

 

I had the opportunity to pass out several 

business cards to Goldwing riders at the 

Horny Toad Cafe ride last Saturday.  I 

have also created a draft brochure to use 

when recruiting.  Iôll share it with the 

chapter staff this month and run final cop-

ies for everyone to have for spreading the 

word about our organization. 

 

Until next month ï Ride Safely and Ride 

Often! 

 

Randy and Kathy 

Texas Chapter O Directors 

out our Calendar of Events on page 7  

or on our Ride Schedule at 

www.goldwingaustin.org/.                                                                      

mailto:josborn@aol.com
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Membership Enhancement  
J C & Millie Fazzino 

 

It seems the News Article comes 

around more often each month.  In 

thinking about what to write about this 

month ï our South Texas Ride IV stuck 

in my mind.  

 

The Members in Chapter V in the valley, during the winter 

months, has 60 plus members and only a few during the summer 

months.  They are able to keep their Membership on a semi-

annual basis as the ñWinter Texansò come from other states to 

live here in the South (while this year they brought the snow and 

cold weather with them).   

 

In reviewing the Membership Enhancement Program I have 

found that it can be compared to the workings of other successful 

businesses.  It takes team work, cooperation and well trained 

people in all areas of the business.  This would also apply to 

GWRRA Chapters, Districts and Regions.  Without the education 

classes offered to our participants, they would have a hard time  

making the GWRRA organizations run effectively.  It does take 

special people to be able to do the training, keeping up with our 

education and being our CDôs etc., and you might say ñI canôt do 

that.ò  But you can with a little help in the proper areas of your 

expertise. Some might say they want to be ñjust a Jammerò and 

thatôs okay, participants are just as important as our leaders.   

 

That being said ï come and join in the fun at our 

March 16th Gathering - there might a surprise or 

two waiting.  Have a good day and consider be-

ing a VOLUNTEER.  

March  AnniversariesMarch  AnniversariesMarch  Anniversaries   

 
Richard & Dorinda Maier   March 14th  

Dan & Gretchen Montgomery    March 24th 

Throughout 2009, Chapter O participants gen-

erously collected about 200 pounds of personal 

size toiletry items (shampoo/conditioner, soap, 

lotion, toothbrushes/paste, etc.).  On Saturday, 

February 6th, nine Chapter O participants 

braved the cold and rode to The Salvation 

Army, Austin Metropoli-

tan Area Command loca-

tion, where they  donated 

the items to Raul Munoz, 

Community Develop-

ment Director.  Mr. 

Munoz expressed his 

sincere appreciation and 

explained to us that on 

an average night in Aus-

tin, approximately 500 

i nd i v id ua l s  ( me n, 

women and children) seek shelter at the Salvation Army.   

As we did in 2008 & 2009, we will continue to collect these 

items at the monthly gatherings this year.  So remember, when 

you are traveling and donôt care to use the toiletry items pro-

vided by a hotel, or you find a great sale somewhere, throw 

them in your saddle bags and bring them to our next gathering!                                                                                  

Chapter Directors 

Randy & Kathy Reese, 512-251-2017 
director@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

Tom & Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092  
director2@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Educator 

Dexter Poullard, 512-447-8714  
educator@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Gail Carr, 512-260-0880 
treasurer@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Membership Enhancement 

JC & Millie Fazzino, 979-279-5449 
enhancement@goldwingaustin.org 

Ride Coordinator 

Richard Seay, 512-894-3139 
ridesshort@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Couple of the Year 2010 

Tricia & Robby Winfield, 512-259-7482 
coupleofyear@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Webmaster 

Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 
webman@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Newsletter Editor 

Linda Poullard, 512-447-8714   
newsletter@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Ways and Means 

John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org 

Merchandise Coordinators 

Enrique & Yolanda Garcia, 512-259-4011 
merchandise@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Scrapbook Coordinator 

Tami Uptain, 512-833-6903 
scrapbook@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Photographer 

Tricia Winfield, 512-259-7482 
photo@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Camping Coordinator 

Billy Laue, 512-773-2602 
camping@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
seamstress@goldwingaustin.org 

 

 

District Director  

Ken & Barbie Peterson 

817-791-6685 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Assistant District Director 

Fred & Mandy Mew 
817-707-3568 

TexasADD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Educator  

Chet Roby & Maria Collins 

254-718-3977 
TxED@gwrra-tx.org 

 
 

 

Chapter O Staff Directory  TX District Officers  

   

March BirthdaysMarch BirthdaysMarch Birthdays    
    

 03/01              Don Bonner 

   03/03   Lynn Harris 

   03/03   Richard Seay 

   03/07   Donna Arnett 

   03/07   Robby Winfield 

   03/08   Doug Konz 

            03/08   Martha Wade 

   03/23   Millie Fazzino 
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Educatorôs Desktop 
By Dexter Poullard 

 
 

Had you asked me, ñAre you a good 

driver?ò, before I began riding again, I 

would have answered an overwhelming 

ñyesò!  After all, a requirement of my job is 

that I attend a Defensive Driving course 

every two years.  In addition to that, I operate a fleet of vehi-

cles in Austin, TX, and have not had an accident in 23 years - 

so, yes, I considered myself  a professional driver. 

Still, it wasnôt until I included all the skills Iôve learned in ERC  

courses, paired with those skills and knowledge that I know 

about driving, that I now can say, I am a better driver/rider.ò 

See page four of this monthôs newsletter for an article I found 

in the March edition of Wing World.  I think it deserves to be 

read by all who drive a ñcageò AND ride a motorcycle.  By the 

way, have you taken a Defensive Diving course lately? 

On February 20th, Chapter O participants Robby & Tricia 

Winfield, Gene Thomas, Bill & Nancy Lea, and Cindy Harris 

attended a CPR recertification class instructed by Lynn Heene. 

Later that same day, Cindy switched hats and instructed an 

ERC class which included John Osborn, Mark Heene, Jennifer 

Carr, Jerry Carr, Robby & Tricia Winfield, and myself.

 

Free Video Rentals for  

Chapter O Participants! 
We have several instructional documents/videos on hand for 

your entertainment and knowledge enhancement. We will be 

expanding the selection as new titles are purchased. If there is a 

title you would like to see available, request it from the Chapter 

Educator. Please limit your use to one month to allow others to 

use the complete library. 

      Title   Media 
      GL1500 & GL1800 Maintenance  CD 

      Trailering   CD &VHS  

      Touring and Braking   CD & VHS 

      Co-Rider   CD & VHS 

      Slow Speed Cycling Seminar  VHS 

      Ride Like a Pro  DVD 

      Surviving the Mean Streets  DVD 

REGION H 

FUNDRAISER SHIRT NOW AVAILABLE! 

This is a sharp look that can be worn by any Motorcycle Enthu-

siast! It will now be available by going on line to www.region-

h.org and clicking on the icon with the shirt design. A large por-

tion of each $18.00 sale will go to help fund Motorcycle Aware-

ness, Medic First Aid, Membership Enhancement, and Leader-

ship Training Programs in Region H. This shirt will be available 

in ash gray and safety green. 

New Texas District 

 Educators Announced 
 
On February 12, 2010, it was announced 

that Michael and Suzanne Elrod re-

signed as Texas District Educa-

tors.  They served Texas Rider Educa-

tion as Chapter Educators for Chapter 

N2, Assistant District Educator and Dis-

trict Educator.  We thank them for all 

they have done.  

 

Assistant District Educators Chet Roby and Maria Collins have 

stepped up to fill the District Educators positions.  Chet brings a 

lot of knowledge to this position; before moving up to Assistant 

District Educator, Chet was the Chapter Educator for Chapter 

T.  He is also a MSF Rider Coach as well as a GWRRA rider 

instructor. We look forward to working with Chet and Maria.  

Instructors: 

Lynn Heene 

(CPR) and 

Cindy Harris 

(ERC) 

http://goldwingaustin.org/gallery/CPR%2CERC-2-20-2010/The_ERC_Crew?full=1
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Are You Really a Good Driver/Rider? 
By Ros Barnes - GWRRA #149570 - Los Lunas, NM 
(from the March 2010 edition of Wing World, page 22)  
 
I agree with Dennis Jewett in his ñReadersô Responsesò letter 

entitled ñThanks for Speaking Up; What We Can Do About 

DWDò (January 2010 Wing World, page 8). More drivers and 

riders should enroll in a defensive driving course. 

 

My Background with Defensive Driving Courses 

That said, I taught the Smith System for Defensive Driving 

(designed for experienced drivers of cars and pickups) for over 

three years and am therefore somewhat prejudiced toward that 

particular version of a defensive driving course. One of its many 

concepts is that of viewing traffic as far ahead as you can see 

rather than just the couple of vehicles immediately in front of 

you. 

 

In regard to most four-wheeled vehicles, the course also encour-

ages frequent checks of all three mirrors; recommends you 

should glance behind you just as you brake, and notes that you 

may be able to avoid a rear-end collision by tapping your brake 

pedal if necessary. In addition it stresses that, when preparing 

for a left turn, you shouldnôt turn your wheel until you are ready 

to commit to the turn (the reason being that if another driver 

rams into your backside, you will then be jolted straight ahead 

instead of left, into oncoming traffic). 

 

The Smith System for Defensive Driving also teaches how to 

watch for approaching vehicles at intersections and merge 

ramps. It encourages trainees to generate a four-second ñspaceò 

between their vehicle and the one immediately in front (and how 

to gauge that distance). The logic for this is that, as soon as that 

much space opens up, somebody will jump into it and thereby 

negate that action. (You may want to try it. What you will dis-

cover is that most of the drivers who ñjump into that spaceò are 

there only temporarily; they will ñjump into the next available 

slotò in an attempt to get somewhere more quickly.) If that 

driver stays, just back off a little more. (No, you really wonôt 

end up where you started!) 

 

Defensive Driving Systems and the ñRules of the Roadò 

There are certainly many other defensive driving systems avail-

able, and they all have much to offer. However, I wouldnôt rec-

ommend any of them to a driver who has just recently obtained 

his or her licenseðor at least those are my feelings in 

regard to the Smith System. Thatôs because a new driver is not 

totally familiar with the potential problems that may arise while 

negotiating our highways. Many hours behind the wheel are 

necessary in order to feel confident operating a motor vehicle so 

one can begin to identify mistakes made by other drivers. In 

fact, a comment made by one person who took this course was, 

ñI didnôt know just how much was going on around me!ò  

 

A note is that, before any defensive driving system can be effec-

tive, drivers must first be willing to accept and comply with 

ALL rules of the road. (And no, I donôt remember being asked  

either if I agreed with them all; however, we are still required by 

law to obey them.)  

 

Alsoðcontrary to what some drivers believeðstop signs with 

white borders are NOT optional; a yellow light does NOT mean 

ñPunch it!ò; speed limits are just thatðlimits; and solid yellow 

stripes in the center of the highway are NOT there to delineate 

the middle of the road. Also, that ñlittle lever on the left side of 

the steering columnò (the one that flips up or down) does have a 

purpose. And speaking of turning, how many drivers have you 

seen whoôve executed a ñhay wagon turnò? (Thatôs a move 

where a driver swings first to the left to then make a right turn, 

or vice versa). Those types of turns work fine for an 18-wheeler 

but are totally unnecessary for cars and pickups. 

 

Anyway, too many drivers choose which rules they will obey 

and then toss the rest, at least thatôs what I see here in Central 

New Mexico. For instance, is it really necessary to conduct a 

cell phone call while youôre driving? I say, "Save it for the park-

ing lot, please!ò Now, as I understand, Colorado recently en-

acted a new law that prohibits ñany use of a cell phone by driv-

ers under the age of 18 from texting or entering data into a mo-

bile phone while drivingò. (Does that mean itôs okay for those 

drivers 18 and over to do so? Whatôs up with that?) 

 

Conclusion 

To reiterate what Dennis said, most vehicle operators feel that 

they drive in a safe mannerðat least most of the time. But if 

thatôs the case, then why are there so many bad drivers out 

there? Let me illustrateé 

 

My wife and I retired in June of 2006 and accompanied a good 

friend to Wing Ding in Nashville that summer. At his 301391 

encouragement, we made a loop east and north up into Maine 

then westward all the way into Montana before heading south 

toward home. My point is that we covered over 10,000 miles on 

our 2003 Wing, and not once in all those miles did I have to 

brake hard to avoid a collision nor did my co-rider wife have to 

whack my helmet even once to call my attention to an upcoming 

situation. I truly believe that it wasnôt luck that kept us safe that 

whole way but rather that I kept incorporating the defensive 

driving course concepts I had learned. 

 

No, I donôt know how to change the mindset of those drivers 

who ignore rules of the road and common courtesy but, yes, a 

defensive driving course will help everyone who takes it. It will 

make them better drivers/riders, but only if the concepts put 

forth in that course are incorporated and any bad habits are ex-

changed for good ones instead.  
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Couple Of The Year 2010 TX-O 
By Robby & Tricia Winfield 

 

Wow,  what a fun month February was for us!  The month started 

with a Sweet Heart Ride, our Chapter O gathering, a CPR course 

and ERC ï 2 Up course, a Clam Chowder Social, a road trip to 

Chapter Tôs gathering in Killeen, and wrapping up the month 

working on our COY Basket by soliciting donations. 

 

During our visit with Chapter T we  

learned about itôs ties to our very own 

Chapter O and how their founder was at 

one time a Chapter O participant.  We had 

a wonderful time visiting with their Cou-

ple of The Year, Dale & Colleen Garrett.  

We were also able to meet Chet Roby, 

our new Texas District Rider Educator.  Chet is  a dynamic, moti-

vating and energizing person!  We are planning to travel to other 

Chapter gatherings in the near future.   

 

Another highlight of the month for all of Chapter O was a visit 

from Jean & Dave Simmons (the 2010 Texas District Couple of 

the Year) at our February gathering.  The time was brief but we 

all had a great time visiting and getting to know each other!  

View From The Backseat 
By Linda Poullard 

AKA ñThe Loadò 

 
View from the backseat - yes, letôs talk about 

ñthe viewò from the backseat.   

 

Note the picture in the upper right corner where the co-rider is 

sitting at least two feet higher than the rider.  This is how my 

husband must have envisioned me positioned when we first 

started riding together.  He would constantly ask me questions 

like, ñDid you see that?ò or ñWhat did that sign say?ò  He 

couldnôt understand why I always replied ñNoò.  I tried explain-

ing that even though, yes, my seat sits higher than his, I canôt 

see what is going on directly in front of the bike unless I lean to 

one side or the other.  Therefore, I am usually looking at the 

view to my right or left, not straight ahead. 

 

To prove my point I have taken measurements.  My seat sits 

approximately eight inches higher than his, my torso measures 

about 22 inches long.  His torso alone is 30 inches long.  

Though I know his head is bigger than mine, and I say that in 

the most loving way, I didnôt measure it (didnôt want to push my 

luck), but I did note that his helmet is nine inches high.   Well, I 

donôt know where you come from, but where I come from, he 

has me beat by nine inches. 

 

I finally thought of a way to show him what I had been trying to 

explain.  While riding on the back of our bike during our trip 

through New Mexico and Colorado this past summer, I took a 

picture pushing as far back in my seat as possible and looking 

straight ahead.  When he saw this picture he asked why I had 

taken one of the back of his helmet!  Uh, DUH! 

 

So, the next time one of you riders gets frustrated with your co-

rider because they didnôt see something you saw or something 

you didnôt see, remember this picture.  This is literally, ñmy 

view from the backseat!ò 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are continuing the tradition of including a paticipantôs 

GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If it is 

yours, itôs good for $10 toward your meal at the next meeting.  

Remember that you have one month to claim your prize. 

Thanks For The Memories ! 

 
It is with great affection that Chapter O bids Bill & Nancy  Lea a 

fond farewell.  The Leaôs are starting a new ñchapterò in their 

lives by moving to Nampa, Idaho.  Since 1999, Bill & Nancy 

have tirelessly served in all (but one) Chapter O staff positions.   

1999  

Treasurer 

&  

Newsletter 

Editor  

2007  

COY 

 &  

     MECs  

2000ð2002  

ACDs 

2008 & 2009 

MECs  

2003 & 2004 

Senior CDs 


