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From the Directorsô Chair 

After everyone put so much 

effort into our annual Blue-

bonnet Rally, one might think 

that we would slow down a 
little. But not Chapter óOô. We just 

ñkeep on keepinô onò. 

 

On April 11th, Richard led a few folks to the Burnet Bluebonnet 

Festival Air Show and Car Show to see old airplanes and old 

cars. This is where Billy debuted his brand new Stallion trike. 

 

On April 15-18, we had ten Chapter óOô members attend the 

Louisiana District Rally in Lafayette, Louisiana. Randy and I 

were disappointed that we couldnôt go to this rally because I 

lived in Lafayette for about 5 years in my much younger days, 

and was hoping to return for a visit. From everything Iôve heard, 
it was a fun rally with lots of good Cajun food. Oh and Billy got 

his Roadrunner painted on the back of his new Stallion. 

 

On April 18th, a few members went to the Georgetown for the 

Lions Pancake Breakfast that our own Russ and Joan Miller 

helped organize. There was great (all you can eat) pancakes, 

great music and LOTS and LOTS of rain. Yes ï we had to go in 

the car, but it was still fun. 

 

On April 25th, twenty four Chapter óOô members headed for 

Brownwood for the óO2 Rallyô. We had twelve 2-wheelers, three 
3-wheelers (including Billyôs Stallion), and three 4-wheelers. 

They had lots of fun games, silent auction, fun run and duck race. 

Donôt forget to ask Nancy about her karaoke duet. Chapter óOô 

racked up the prizes at the rally. Gene and Gayle earned a certifi-

cate for the 1st people to register for the rally. Jack earned the 

oldest rider award. Jerry Carr won for most miles on your bike. 

He had 141,000 miles on his bike ï WOW. Israel won the bike 

show (2-wheel division) with his turquoise Honda Aero. Jack 

Miller won again on the 50/50 ï he won $125. Gene won again 

on the mystery run ï he won $150. And Chapter óOô won for the 

largest attendance by another chapter. We had 24 members at the 

rally ï O YEAH!!!  
 

The Texas District Rally in Amarillo is only a couple of weeks 

away and at our last chapter gathering, we had everyone fill out a 

sheet indicating that they were going and giving them the oppor-

tunity to sign up for some our assigned duties . Thanks to every-

one who signed up to help with our assignments of vendor secu-

rity and bike show duties. If you are going to the rally and would 

like to sign up to help with one of these, let us know. We still 

have a couple of slots open for vendor security on Friday from 

3:00 ï 4:00 and the bike show on Saturday from 9:30 ï 10:30. 
 

Our armadillo was unveiled at the April Chapter gathering. It 

was decorated by Deborah and Michael Laethem and it is sooo 

cute. The boot has been decorated by Linda Poullard and Nancy 

Lea and although I havenôt seen it yet, I know it will be fantastic

(in true óOô fashion). Joan Miller (with some help from some 

other O members) has been getting the scrapbook ready for the 

Scrapbook competition and it is looking terrific. Bandana Day 

will be Friday at the Rally and Randy and I will have bandanas to 

pass out to all Chapter óOô members so we can strut our stuff like 

only óOô can.  

On April 9, Austin Police Department (along with other local law 
enforcement agencies) will be hosting a SMART event at the 

Central Texas Motorcycle Safety Fair. The acronym SMART 

stands for Safety equipment, Motorcycle license, Awareness, 

Responsible, Traffic Laws. The program is based around the 

slogan ñStay Sharp, Ride SMARTò. The event will focus on traf-

fic enforcement and on all motorcycles and motorists who violate 

motorcycle ridersô right of way while traveling the roadways. 

 

The event will be held at Tony Burger Center from 10:00 ï 3:00. 

There will be educational information, food, live music and 

more. We encourage all Chapter óOô members to attend. 
 

Ride Safe and Ride Often!  

Randy and Kathy  

ð  

Chapter Meeting Winners:  
Capitol Area Food Bank drawing: Jack Miller won an electric 

candle warmer  

 

Door Prize Winners: Kathy Reese won a bottle of S100 cleaner, 

Tim Laue won a t-shirt 

 

50/30/20 Drawing Winners: John Osborn won $48, and Enrique 
won $31.                       Congratulations to all the winners!  

 

We are continuing the tradition of including a memberós 

GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this newsletter. If itós 

yours, itós good for $10 toward your meal at the next meeting. 

CHAPTER O Newsletter 
 

2007 GWRRA CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 

2008 TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE YEAR!! 

 

May 2009  
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Calendar of Events:  

See the calendar included later in the newsletter, or on 

our rideschedule calendar at:  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rideschedule/cal or 

visit our Chapter web page Ride Calendar section for 

upcoming activities (http://goldwingaustin.org).  

 

Wing Ding ô09:Tulsa, OK. Remember to take advan-

tage of the 50% off awarded Chapter O registration 

forms need to be sent in by the CD. To get the dis-

count you must have an active GWRRA membership 

at time of registration and at Wing Ding. Looks like 

Chapter óOô already has 57 people going ï O 

YEAH!!!  

 

Move over Yogi !!   Ayyyy Boo Boo 
Chapter O is coming with 

our pickinick baskets 

 
Saturday, May 30th é 11:00am kickstands up 

from HEB 1431 and 183 Cedar Park 
  

Bring your picnic, enjoy the day 
Enjoy the ride along the way 
Weôll only get lost once, promise 



3 

From the Educators Desktop 
By Michael Laethem 

 

Riding with Precious Cargo 
 

A 
t our chapter meetings we are seeing 

more future riders each month. We are 
introducing our children and grandchil-

dren to the camaraderie of our group and to the 

joys of motorcycle riding. But what is the proper age to allow 

our younger members to become co-riders? This is a debated 

topic and of course will differ for each individual child. Some 

states have laws concerning the minimum age that a person can 

be a co-rider. Currently Texas does not have minimum age es-

tablished by law but there is legislation before the current law-

makers to set an age restriction. House Bill 4449 would establish 

a minimum age of 5 years of age for any passenger on a motor 

driven cycle. This is scheduled to take effect on 1 September 

2009 if it passes legislation. If you are carrying a young co-rider 
in another state be sure to check the laws in effect for that state. 

 

Of course the age of a co-rider is only part of the equation. Each 

child will mature physically and mentally at a different rate and 

some 5 year olds should not be allowed to co-ride based on 

these variables. If the child is afraid or fidgety you should wait 

until they are mature enough to allow the ride to be enjoyable 

for the rider and the co-rider. The first ride can either develop a 

fear or a love of being part of the wonderful experience of rid-

ing. My son was 6 years old when he began accompanying me 

on short rides. He loved being taken to his kindergarten class on 
the back of daddyôs motorcycle. 

 

We are all aware of the necessity of proper riding gear. This 

applies to a child just as much as any other co-rider. Fortunately 

the industry has provided us with all the proper gear for these 

smaller co-riders. You can find the proper size helmets, jackets, 

gloves and boots for children that are large enough to ride. Take 

special care to find all the correct sizes to make certain that the 

child is properly protected. Ill-fitting gear will not protect the 

child in a mishap. Children grow so quickly that keeping them 

in the right size can become a constant expense. Donôt be 
tempted to take shortcuts. Consider the used clothing market for 

jackets and gloves but always purchase a new, correctly fitted 

helmet. Without knowing the history of a helmet you do not 

know if it was damaged and lacks the ability to perform itôs in-

tended safety function. Also be sure the helmet is correctly fas-

tened and the child has good eye protection. 

 

Next, be sure the bike is set up for the size of your co-rider. 

Their feet should rest comfortably on the foot pegs. You may 

have to make some modifications to get the foot pegs up high 

enough. The child should also be able to hold on to you or some 

other stable fixture during the ride. Always make sure they are 
holding on during the ride. There are devices made to wrap 

around your waist that have side handles for young riders to 

hold on to. A child should never, never, never ride in front of the 

rider. Even a trip down the driveway can end in disaster if you 

have to control a child and the motorcycle. 

 

Coach the new rider on what to expect and how to respond to 

the changes during the ride. Always be sure they are aware of 

what you are going to do to keep them from 

being frightened or unprepared.  

 

Any co-riders first ride should be a very short 
ride. This is true for children and adults. Pick a 

day and time when all the riding conditions are 

perfect. Find a route with very little traffic and 

include something interesting. A short trip to the local Dairy 

Queen can add enjoyment to the ride. This first experience can 

form the beginning of years of enjoyment. A bad experience could 

end any desire the co-rider has to continue being on the motorcy-

cle.  

 

With the proper preparation you will succeed in gaining a new 

riding companion and will be able to treat your new co-rider to all 

the great experiences we have for many years to come.   
   

And Alwaysé 

Drive your motorcycle like your life depends on it, because it 

does. 

NOW SHOWINGé..See Michael Laethem to 

check outé.. 
 
We have several instructional documents on hand for 

your entertainment and knowledge enhancement. We will 

be expanding the selection as new titles are purchased. If 

there is a title you would like to see available, request it 
from the Chapter Educator. Contact your chapter educa-

tor either by email or at the monthly meeting. Please limit 

your use to one month to allow others to use the complete 
library. There currently is no waiting list. 
 

Title  Media  

GL1500 maintenance  CD 

GL1800 maintenance  CD 

Trailering  CD & VHS  

Touring and Braking  CD & VHS  

Co -Rider  CD & VHS  

Slow Speed Cycling Seminar  VHS  

Ride Like a Pro  DVD  

Surviving the Mean Streets  DVD  
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Louisiana District Rally  

 

We had 10 chapter O riders attend the La District rally in Lafayette 15-19 April. Attending were JC & Mille Fazzino, Harry & Polly 

Bowers, George & Diane Linkenholker, Jimmy & Johnnie Faye Tidwell, and Billy & Boonmee Laue. It was a fun rally and all en-

joyed it.  


