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From the Directorsô Chair 

 

HEY HEY! - - - HEY ñOò! 

 

Last monthôs chapter meeting 
may have had a record attendance. I 

believe we had 54 people enjoying our 

monthly get-together. We even had 

Robert Huard, one of the original chapter founders in attendance. 

We seem to be growing at every meeting. They must have heard 

we are the Texas District Chapter of the Year ï AGAIN!  

 

We were excited to have such great participation on the Chapter 

Survey. We will be attempting to incorporate many of the ideas 

gathered in the survey in the next few months. We also want to 

say thank you to everyone who participated in the Tour de Texas 

Survey. We are in the process of compiling the information to 
send to District for the Texas District Rally in Amarillo. My un-

derstanding is that they will have a complete Texas Guide 

(available for a small fee) with information submitted by all 

chapters from around the district. 

 

We appreciate the submissions for the chapter brand to be sent in 

to District for the Rally. We decided to go with a simple brand 

that is easy to reproduce and draw. It is signifies Chapter O ï the 

Capitol Wings. 

 

In February, Enrique led 16 bikes and 27 people on what has 
become ï Enriqueôs Annual South Texas Ride. We were really 

sorry to miss it but due to family commitments, it couldnôt be 

helped. Next year, we definitely plan to go. Richard also led 5 

bikes and 7 people on a ride to Whon ï the center of Texas. 

Check out the website for pictures and more information. 

 

March is here and daylight savings time kicks in soon. This 

means the spring riding season has begun.  Many people indi-

cated that they like impromptu rides. Donôt be shy. ñIf you plan 

it, they will rideò. If you need help putting something together, 

give Richard (our ride coordinator) a call and he will be happy to 

help you. 
 

Remember we have a ride on March 7th to Snook, Texas ï home 

of great comfort food and known for their chicken fried bacon. 

The chapter is buying the appetizers. Check the Google calendar 

for details. 

By the time you read this newsletter, our 22nd Annual Bluebon-

net Rally will be right around the corner. Things seem to be com-

ing together nicely and we will finalize all the plans at the March 

chapter meeting. We know it is a huge undertaking and it will 

require everyoneôs help to continue to make it a successful event. 
If you plan to camp, remember that we have spaces reserved at 

the park. You simply pick your space when you get there and 

then return to the entrance to pay for your space. Donations for 

the silent auction are still being collected. Please bring your 

items to the chapter meeting or to the rally. The silent auction 

brings in the majority of the funds raised at this event and we 

appreciate everyoneôs donations. 

 

Until next month ï Ride Safely and Ride Often! 

 

Randy and Kathy 

 
ðð-- 

 

 

 

Chapter Meeting: 

There were 54 members and guests 

present at the February meeting, including 3 first time visitors: 

Stephen Drew, George Osborne, and Donna Waxler.  We also 

welcomed returning visitors Garry and Sharon Hansen. Come 

back and see us. Chapter ñOò wants you. 

 
Door Prize Winners: Door prizes were won by JC Fazzino, 

Yolanda Garcia, and Judy Kleppel. 

 

50/50 Drawing Winners: Chuck Marling won $47 and Enrique 

Garcia won $30.  

 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

 

We are continuing the tradition of including a memberôs 

GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If itôs 

yours, itôs good for $10 toward your meal at the next meeting. 

 
Calendar of Events: See calendar later in the newsletter, on our 

rideschedule calendar at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

rideschedule/cal or on the Chapter web page ñRide Calendarò 

section for upcoming activities (http://goldwingaustin.org). 

CHAPTER O Newsletter 
 

2007 GWRRA CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 

2008 TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE YEAR!! 

 

March 2009  
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Going to the Dogs in Victory Lane 

By Jake & Dottie Winfield - February 3, 2009 

 

As part of the Winfield family we decided we should write about 

this topic.  After all children have rights too.  When our parents 
or is it our grand parents joined GWRRA they stopped going 

camping.  Camping had been a big part of family life since 1999 

when the family started camping almost every weekend.  Our 

older sisters, who by the way had recently passed on, Amanda 

Marie was the oldest at the ripe old age of 112 and Jessica Anne 

at the age of 86-1/2 years.  They would not have liked being left 

out of doing family oriented things like going camping with our 

parents on the weekend.  After all, you dog gone well know fam-

ily is the most important thing in life.  Especially when it means 

your family members are your ñbest friendsò in life. 

 

Our parents, since joining GWRRA in July, are always gone rid-
ing their Wing on weekends to all the corners of Texas. Since it is 

only has two seats, we are always being left behind.  They have 

not been camping at all since taking up ñWingingò.  So to solve 

this issue, they have traded their 5th wheel Open Road RV for a 

5th wheel Victory Lane toy hauler. Now they will be able to take 

us with them and take their bikes too.  The new Victory Lane toy 

hauler by Dutchmen will allow us and our parents to go to all the 

upcoming rallyôs and events such as Horizons in Ft Worth, Blue 

Bonnet Rally in Fredericksburg, Chapter O2 Rally in Brown-

wood, Region H Rally in Marshall, Texas District Rally in Ama-

rillo, & Wing Ding in Tulsa, OK just to name a few. 
 

We feel dog gone great about this situation and feel like we have 

scored a victory with the Victory Lane toy hauler.  If you have 

not figured it out by the subtle clues in the article we are the 

Winfieldôs dogs Dottie & Jake Brake.  So I guess we will see you 

on the road and in the camp grounds at the rallyôs & events of 

GWRRA.   Come pay us a visit if you can. We love to give dog-

gie kisses!  

The Gift of Sharing 
By Dexter & Linda Poullard 

 

2009 hasnôt started off very well for many folks in and around the 

Austin area.  Just like practically every other city in the United 

States, central Texas is seeing itôs share of home foreclosures, 

business closures and job loss.  Chapter O members are showing 

their willingness to help those less fortunate by voluntarily bring-

ing perishable food and toiletry donations to our monthly Chapter 

meetings.  These donations will be delivered to the Capital Area 

of Texas Food Bank to be disbursed to those in need.  All mem-

bers who bring a donation to a Chapter meeting are entered in a 
special door prize drawing.  Congratulations to Yolanda  Garcia 

for being the winner of a set of ratchet tie-down straps (though 

the twinkle in Enriqueôs eyes leads us to believe that he will be 

using them more than Yolanda)!.  Keep the contributions coming 

Chapter O ï they are much appreciated.  And remember, we are 

asking those who want to volunteer to bring donations to our 

2009 Bluebonnet Rally in April.  For those participating in the 

50/50, we will give one extra ticket for each food item donated, 

up to 3 additional tickets per person.  Thank you Chapter O! 
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ò.Rally Without Sponsorsò 
By Robby & Tricia Winfield 

February 23, 2009 

 
What would our Bluebonnet Rally be like without our sponsors?  

We all should do what we can to support all our sponsors as 

much as we can.  One such sponsor of our Rally is Killeen Power 
Sports. 

 

Killeen Power Sports is in Killeen, TX near Fort Hood.  It is 

about a 45 minute ñWing Roadò ride up to Killeen from Cedar 

Park where Tricia and I live.  I bet youôre wondering what a 

ñWing Roadò is.  It is a nice road to ride your wing on.  We ride 

up through the back roads just because it is a nice place to ride 

Priscilla, our wing. 

 

I recently had the pleasure to meet the owner of Killen Power 

Sports.  His name is Jim Foster; he has been in the motorcycle 

business for 35 years.  He is an avid motorcycle rider himself.  
As with most small business owners he has done it all.  Jim was a 

service technician, sold parts and accessories as well as doing the 

motorcycle sales too.  So he is one owner who really understands 

our needs as 

customers. 

 

Jim was an 

Army brat 

and was 

moved to 

Killeen from 
Germany at 

the age of 

twelve.  His 

first job was a 

21 mile paper 

route that was 

in and around 

the Killeen area.  He threw the route on his bicycle.  As any of us 

with a paper route would know the 21 mile route soon over-

whelmed him and his bicycle.  Some Sundays he would not finish 

throwing until late in the evening.  Jim asked his father about 
getting a scooter to help him with his route.  He was told if he 

paid for it he could have the scooter.  The search was begun to 

find the scooter.  He soon found a Cushman Scooter for $125.00 

but he only had $100.00 saved and the owner of the scooter was 

not budging on the price.  Jim asked his father to loan him the 

money.  Jimôs father told him no.  His fatherôs solution was to 

take Jim to the bank so he could get a loan for the rest of the 

money.  At the age of 12 Jim got his first business loan with his 

father co-signing the loan with him.  Since then Jim has always 

had some sort of motorcycle. 

 

Jim went into the motorcycle business in 1972 with a Kawasaki 
shop.  In 1976 he started Temple Suzuki.  Then in 1983 he started 

Killeen Power Sports as a Suzuki dealership.  The year of 1989 

he sold the Temple Suzuki dealership.  It was in July of 2005 

they moved into their current location at 3701 E. Central Texas 

Expressway. 

 

What is Killeen Power Sports like from a customer stand point?  

Well we can tell you first hand they are very much into the cus-

tomer service thing.  Tricia and I both bought our bikes there and 

most of our accessories.  They will do price matching when they 

can on parts and accessories.  If they cannot match the price they 
will tell you how close they can get.  Jim asked me to pass on to 

all of our chapter members his personal invitation to come to 

Killeen to see them and ask for a manager to get the best pricing 

on motorcycles and any parts or accessories.  Let them know you 

are from Chapter O and see what happens. 

 

We also met with Loyd Tullos Jr. the Marketing Manager who 

helped us procure our donation for our rally.  Loyd is also an avid 

motorcyclist.  Loyd was a high school graduate from Killeen and 

went on to graduate from UT.  Upon graduating he moved to 

Chicago to do advertising and marketing.  After leaving the ad-

vertising business he then went on to work for Harley & BMW 
dealerships.  Loyd has moved back to the Killeen area to help his 

parents.  He then went to work for Jim and as they say the rest is 

history. 

 

Killeen Power Sports is an award winning dealership.  Voted 

ñBest Motorcycle Dealerò by Killeen Daily Herald readersé

again.  Winner of Best Motorcycle Dealership & Best Gear / Ac-

cessories categories by Ride Texas magazineôs ô09 Best in Texas 

Readersô Choice Awards.  Winner in Dealernews Top 100 com-

petitionéagain.  They have an excellent service department also 

as many of our Chapter O members can attest to. 
 

In our conversation with Jim Foster he shared many dealership 

secrets that will be of benefit to us as a chapter and as customers, 

so stay tuned into their website and make the trip to Killeen to 

see them.  After all, the more we support them, the more they can 

support us.  ñOòYeah!  If you ride a trike they do service on 

trikes as well.  Trike owners stay tuned in the future with upcom-

ing events at the dealership. 

 

Remember to help support the sponsors of our Rally. 

 

ñOòYEAH!!!!! 
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From the Educators Desktop 
By Michael Laethem 

Learning to Ride a Motorcycle: 

Knowledge, Skill and Experience 
 

We are all learning to ride a motorcycle. Iôm 

quite confident that no one that is reading this 

article is a professional motorcycle rider. And if 

I am lucky enough to have the audience of a 

professional I think he would be smart enough to say that we 

never stop learning. The day you stop learning how to ride a 

motorcycle is the day you stop riding one. 

 

Learning comes to us in three ways. Knowledge, skill and ex-

perience. Know ledge is where we can all be equals. If we take a 

classroom course on how to ride a motorcycle, everyone in the 
class will receive the same knowledge. We will be told that 

twisting the throttle toward you should make you go fasted and 

pulling that lever on the right is supposed to make you stop. The 

knowledge part of the learning process is a finite set of facts. 

When the class is over we all have the knowledge of how to ride 

a motorcycle. 

 

Now we must apply our skills. This is quite the opposite of 

knowledge. At skills we are all different. Some people do not 

have the skills to ever be a safe and successful motorcycle rider. 

Some people do not have the balance and coordination to ride 
slowly without becoming unstable. You must have many skills 

to ride a motorcycle. As a beginner we refine the skills we have 

to use them for riding a motorcycle. We learn the friction zone 

on the clutch, we learn to gauge by feel and sound when to shift, 

we learn to feel how far we must lean to safely complete a curve 

and too many other things to list. This is the part of learning to 

ride a motorcycle that separates the safe riders from the accident 

prone ones. Skills can always be refined and improved but either 

you have certain skill sets or you donôt. ERC classes and park-

ing lot practice is always beneficial in keeping our skills honed 

and you canôt practice too often or too much. 

 
The last part of learning is experience. The more experience you 

have the more prepared you are for the demands of riding. You 

become better at dealing with the sudden changes that occur 

while you are riding. Experience cannot be mistaken for or ex-

pected to replace skill but experience definitely improves skill. 

Experience is not the same as practicing skills. Experience may 

never require you to swerve to miss an obstacle but skills prac-

tice will prepare you for the time that you may have to. Then 

you will have gained the experience of how you responded and 

how well your practice prepared you for the emergency. The 

best part about experience is the fun we have getting it. We get 
to ride with our friends and visit new places and see new sights. 

All the while we are getting better at the thing we love to do 

most. 

 

When we combine the three learning methods with our GWRRA 

Levels program we have the best of all worlds. We are prepared 

for emergencies, we are educated at riding and we are having 

the time of our lives. We must maintain ourselves the same as 

we maintain our motorcycles. We need tune-ups for our first aid 

and CPR and our riding skills just like we need regular mainte-

nance for our motorcycles. We need to be dili-

gent about our Tcloks and our riding attire. 

Letôs all be the best riders in the best chapter! 

OOOYeah! 
 

And AlwayséDrive your motorcycle like your 

life depends on it, because it does. 

NOW SHOWINGé..See Michael Laethem 

to check outé.. 

We have several instructional documents on hand for 
your entertainment and knowledge enhancement. We 
will be expanding the selection as new titles are pur-
chased. If there is a title you would like to see avail-
able, request it from the Chapter Educator. Contact 
your chapter educator either by email or at the 
monthly meeting. Please limit your use to one month 
to allow others to use the complete library. There cur-
rently is no waiting list. 
 

Title  Media  

GL1500 maintenance  CD 

GL1800 maintenance  CD 

Trailering  CD & VHS  

Touring and Braking  CD & VHS  

Co -Rider  CD & VHS  

Slow Speed Cycling Seminar  VHS  

Ride Like a Pro  DVD  

Surviving the Mean Streets  DVD  
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Moving Up... 
 
We have received all the submitted Levels awards from the Dis-

trict Educators. If you submitted paperwork for a Levels ad-

vancement, be at the March meeting and be prepared to smile for 
the camera. 

 

Anyone who is interested in advancing to the next Level or join-

ing this rewarding program should contact the Chapter Educators 

for more information or the proper forms and requirements.  

Classified Ad : Personals: Wild Thing, You Make My Heart 

Sing 

Dear Wild Thing, 

  

Iôm hoping this note reaches you é Itôs been too long since we 
met for lunch in January and I miss your witty personality and 

tales of adventure.  It was wonderful to meet your friends (oh, 

you have soooo many) and even more wonderful to share the 

afternoon with everyone.  Iôm boldly hoping you will invite me to 

join you for an upcoming event, perhaps that Bluebonnet Rally I 

heard so much about, or maybe the one in Amarillo or Mar-

shall.  You know, I really donôt know much about those steeds 

you ride, but it looks like grand fun. 

  

Looking for you to make everything groovy, 

Polah Behr 

  
Reply: Dear Polah, 

  

Iôm touched.  I find my escortôs Goldwing to be a sensational 

adventure - wind in my hair, bugs in my teeth (OGREs love bugs, 

didnôt you know), and the company of some of the finest humans 

I know.  And you know what é they love to eat, and theyôre 

willing to share !!  So é letôs do lunch soon and maybe my peo-

ple can call your people and get something on the books. 

  

Signed, A blushing OGRE 
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Center of Texas Ride 
By Richard Seay, Ride Coordinator 

 

I call this ride the Center(s) of Texas Ride because multiple 

places claim to be the geographical center of Texas. We visited 

Brady, Whon, and Center City, Texas plus a road side sign that 

said ñCenter of Texasò. A Brady resident I spoke with said he 

thinks recent technologies like satellite photos, GPSôs and su-

per computers have re-calculated the ñrealò center to be in 

Concho County, on a private ranch somewhere East of Eden, 

TX. Whatever, seven Chapter O folks on 5 bikes set out to see 

for themselves. Thirty minutes before the departure time the 
northern cold front came through causing a spritz of rain, gusty 

winds and temperature drop from 64 to 54 degrees. Regard-

less, we left on time. By the time we got to Marble Falls the 

skies were starting to clear and as we passed through Horse-

shoe Bay the sun broke out and the sky turned blue and it was 

beautiful (but cold and windy). We stopped for a stretch-break 

in Castell on the Llano River and watched the famous rooster 

perform its R-rated stunt. In Brady we gassed the bikes and ate 

BBQ at the Hard-8 BBQ Restaurant. The big yellow bill-board 

you see entering town declared Brady to be ñIn the Heart of 

Texasò. It was on to another center of Texas named Whon. 
Whon is about 40 miles north of Brady and the only paved 

road entering the town comes from the north so you have to 

take a round-about route to get there. There is one old building 

standing that I think was part of the old post office (the only 

drive-through post office in Texas in its day) and another 

building I thought was going to collapse while we photo-

graphed it. The cattle starred at us like we were crazy for visit-

ing. We shot the required photos and headed for Center City 

(near Goldthwaite). On the way we swung by the suspension 

bridge (get the pun?) known as the Regency Suspension 
Bridge because it serves Regency, TX as a southern access 

across the Colorado River. We filled our gas tanks in Gold-

thwaite. At this point Gene and Dexter & Linda needed to 

head for home because it was getting late and possibly dark. 

They headed south and Billy and Richard swung their bikes 

east toward Center City. The service station and general store 

had closed at about 5:00pm so we went straight to the official 

tree that they say is the center of Texas. The Center City peo-

ple say it is official because the Texas Highway Department 

(TXDOT) built a concrete curb around it years ago. The tree 

has since died but the carcass remains as a testament to its au-

thenticity. This ride was entirely too long, and since I planned 
it I can say it. By the time I got home to Dripping Springs I 

had ridden 520 miles in 12 hours!!! Billy said today that this is 

a modern day record for an impromptu-day ride. We had fun, 

ate good food, but did not make a final decision on where the 

real center of Texas is. That decision may take another ride (2-

dayride) that includes Eden, TX. I had thought of a ride around 

the perimeter of Texas, but was discouraged when I read on 

the roadside sign that that would be a 4,137 mile trip!!! 88140  

We will talk about that another day when I am rested and 

warm again. 


