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From the Directorsô Chair 

 

Well, we have jumped ñwhole 

hogò (no pun intended) into 

2009 and we are off to an im-

pressive start.  As most everyone 

knows (if you donôt ï you havenôt been 

listening) Chapter O was awarded the 

2008 Texas District Chapter of the 

Year. This makes the second year in a row that we have been 

named Chapter of the Year and honestly, as new directors, we 

are feeling a little pressure.  We all know it takes a team - or it 

takes a village ï or whatever you call your favorite working 

group. So congratulations AGAIN to Chapter O. 

 

January was a busy month. We had our Polar Bear Ride on the 1st 

and a breakfast ride to Round Mountain on the 9th.  Several mem-

bers attended the Mid-Winter Round Up in Kerrville on the 10th 

and then Richard led us on a lunch ride to the Sunset Café in 

Blanco on the 17th, and Bill led us on a ride to Sweet Things in 

Kingsville on the 24th. There were also a couple of impromptu 

rides sprinkled in.  Wild Thing got to go on the Polar Bear Ride 

and the Ride to Kingsville. He was so excited!  We some of you 

harbor a secret desire to share some of your favorite riding spots 

with us.  Please schedule them and post on Rideschedule ï 

youôre almost guaranteed a few riding buddies to go with you. 

 

As you read this newsletter, our 22nd Annual Bluebonnet Rally 

will only be two months away and we will definitely be focusing 

on this event and all that goes with it. The flyers are online and 

have been sent to all chapter directors in our district, the rally 

pins have been ordered and we have advertised the rally in Wing 

World. At the upcoming staff and chapter meetings ï we will be 

going over the duties and detail in hopes that nothing will slip 

through the cracks.  We really want to encourage every one of 

our members to pitch in and help us make this the best rally ever! 

 

We have prepared a chapter survey to see what you like, what 

you donôt like, what you would like to change, what you like to 

stay the same.  Weôve now had 32 members respond and the 

feedback is very helpful in planning for this year.  There are a lot 

of great ideas that we can incorporate into our chapter.  If you 

havenôt had an opportunity to fill out the survey ï please do so. It 

is anonymous and we want your feedback.  We will close the 

survey on Feb. 6 so we can compile the results to share with you.  

If you have lost the link, email the Reeses or Poullards and weôll 

send it to you. 

 

The Mid-Winter Round Up last month was very exciting. Did I 

mention that we were named ñChapter of the Yearò ï AGAIN ï 

ñO YEAH!ò  There was much focus on the upcoming Texas Dis-

trict Rally coming up in Amarillo on May 14-16. If you havenôt 

done so already, visit the Texas District Website for more infor-

mation and/or to register: http://www.gwrra-tx.org/09Rally/

rally.php. This just might be the best venue weôve ever had for a 

state rally.  There will be lots of things happening and all chap-

ters are encouraged to really get involved. Chapter O will be par-

ticipating in the Armadillo Races. Deborah Laethem has taken on 

the task of decorating the Chapter O Armadillo and getting him 

in shape for the race. We are participating in the Boot Scootinô 

Competition (and no - itôs not a dance contest). Linda Poullard 

has taken on the task of decorating our ñbig as Texasò boot for 

the competition. If any of  you out there are ñartsy-craftsyò, give 

one of them a call to help out! 

 

There will be Bandana Friday (we are working on ideas for the 

bandanas). There will be a beautiful ride to Palo Duro Canyon 

(The Grand Canyon of Texas). If you have not been here ï it is a 

spectacular place. This private ticketed event will include a ham-

burger dinner provided by the Big Texan Steakhouse and a pre-

view of the musical drama ñTexasò which is performed in the 

Canyon. We have seen the show several times and every time we 

see it ï it makes us stick out our chest and say ñI am proud to be 

a Texanò. So, I urge you ï if you havenôt checked it out ï 

CHECK IT OUT! 

 

One other thing - we also have been asked to participate in com-

pilation of the ñTour de Texas Ride Guideò that will be available 

at the Texas District Rally. All chapters have been asked to fill 

out a ñBest Texas Tourò form that asks questions like: best biker 

roads, best ice cream spots, best burger and fries, best pizza, best/

favorite restaurant, and any other areas of special interest. We 

will be working on collecting that information soon ï either by 

asking each of you to fill out the form ï or perhaps in the survey 

style ï where you can go online and fill it out. Keep an eye out 

for this in the near future. 

 

Until next month ï Ride Safely and Ride Often! 

 

- Randy and Kathy 
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Upcoming Events: 
- April 3-4:  22nd Annual Bluebonnet 

Rally in Fredericksburg. See the 

flyer on our web page or pick one up 

at the next meeting. 

 

- May 14-16:  Texas District Rally in 

Amarillo. The pre-registration dead-

line is April 27. After this date ï the 

registration fee goes up. See the flyer 

on the Texas district webpage or 

pick one up at our next meeting (I 

promise I will have some this time). 

 

-  July 2-5: Wing Ding in Tulsa, OK.  If you are planning on 

attending Wing Ding ô09 in Tulsa this summer and have not 

registered yet, let us know ASAP as the registration forms need 

to be sent in by the chapter director in order to qualify for the 

Chapter of the Year 50% discount on registration. Remember 

to get the discount you must have an active GWRRA member-

ship at time of registration and at Wing Ding. 

 

Calendar of Events: are listed later in the newsletter, on our 

rideschedule Yahoo Calendar at: http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/rideschedule/cal or on the Chapter web page ñRide Cal-

endarò section for upcoming activities (http://

goldwingaustin.org).  Check out the new Google Calendar that 

Tom has created! 

 

Chapter Meeting: 

There were 40 participants present at the January meeting, 5 

being new or visitors. Visitors were: Stephen Morrison, John 

Conniff, Garry and Sharon Hansen and Amber Sprague. Come 

back and see us. Chapter ñOò wants you. 

 

Door Prize Winners: Enrique won a helmet light (it was very 

cool, although I never got to see it up close. Tim Laue won a 

ñGood, Bad, and Uglyò t-shirt (of course ï UT was the ñgood). 

 

50/50 Drawing Winners: Dorinda Maier won $48 and Wanda 

Osborn won $33.  

 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

 

We are continuing the tradition of including a memberôs 

GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If itôs 

yours, itôs good for $10 toward your meal at the next meeting. 

Chapter ñOò - On Top Again 
By: Kathy Reese, CD TX-O 

 

At the closing ceremonies of the Mid-Winter Round Up ï many 

people, officers and chapters were acknowledged and recognized.  

The final award was for the Texas District Chapter of the Year. 

As Randy and I listened to them announcing the 3rd and 2nd place 

runner-ups ï we honestly thought we would be called. Since we 

won last year, we hoped to at least be chosen as a runner-up this 

year. When ñOò wasnôt called, we sat there (briefly) feeling a 

little disappointed. Then, the announcement came: ñTHE 2008 

Texas District Chapter of the Year ï Chapter O from Austinò.   

 

There was a brief moment of shock. Then, we all started jumping 

up and down and screaming. What an extraordinary chapter we 

have. Mark and Lynn did a great job in leading our chapter to win 

this award 2 years in a row. But of course ï we could not have 

won without all the dedication and participation of each of you. 

We have such a great family and team in Chapter O and you all 

make it so FUN. 

 

In one of the breakout sessions, Linda and I were sitting together 

and Lynn (our instructor) was talking about the importance of 

projecting to and through your chapter that you are number one.  

I leaned over to Linda and whispered, ñwe are number one and 

we have the banner and the plaque to prove itò.  

 

Congratulations to all of the members of Chapter O. 

O ï YEAH!!!!!  
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Mid -Winter Round Up 
 

The GWRRA Mid-Winter Round Up was held 

on January 10, 2008 and the Inn of the Hill in 

Kerrville.  In attendance this year were the 

Reeses, Heenes, Poullards, Osborns, Carrs (all 

3), Winfields and Wild Thing (of course). 

 

We all attended the Opening Ceremonies where the room seemed 

energized with all the chapters gathering together and chanting 

their chapter chant as they were introduced. We realized that we 

donôt have a chapter chant yet ï but weôre working on it. District 

Staff was introduced, new Chapter Directors were introduced and 

there was information shared on the upcoming rallies in Marshall 

and Amarillo. 

 

After opening ceremonies ï there were breakout sessions on sev-

eral different topics and we all spread out so we could have 

someone in every session who could bring back information to 

share. There was a session on rider education, membership en-

hancement, and a workshop for chapter directors. Lynn taught a 

couple of Leadership Training sessions on ñBuilding High Per-

formance Teamsò which had about 39 in attendance and another 

session on ñTearless Termination ï Releasing Volunteersò which 

had about 26 in attendance. 

 

At Closing Ceremonies, there was much talk about the Texas 

District Rally coming up in May in Amarillo and all of the things 

that will be happening there.  There will be several contests at the 

rally for chapters to participate in such as the Armadillo Race, the 

Boot Scootin Contest (and itôs not dancing), the Windshield 

Cover Competition and we have been asked to design a Chapter 

Brand (like a western brand used on livestock). WHEW!  

 

In addition to the various competitions, they are also preparing a 

ñRide Guideò for different parts of the state. We have been asked 

(as a chapter) to supply them with a list of our best biker roads, 

best ice cream spots, best burger and fries, best pizza and other 

favorites in our area.  They will compile all of the information 

and it will be available at the rally. More to come on that, but be 

thinking about your favorites.  

 

After the rally talk was over, the room was buzzing with excite-

ment for the upcoming awards.  Our own Michael and Deborah 

Laetham were awarded a certificate for being a finalist in the 

Educator of the Year Award. Our chapter was awarded an 

ñAccident Free Awardò. And, of course as you all know by now, 

Chapter O was again awarded the Texas District Chapter of the 

Year. 

 

That evening there was the ñCouple of the Yearò competition. 

Our new couple of the year ï Jerry and Gail Carr was recognized 

as our New Couple of the Year and they were presented their 

COY medallions by our outgoing COY Dexter and Linda 

Poullard. 

 

Almost forgot to mention that Tricia Winfield won an Amarillo 

themed door prize valued at $200. It was a fun-filled, eventful 

day and we will certainly look forward to next yearôs event. Hope 

you all can join us. 
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Support our Advertisers 

Whew, weôve survived our first month as 

your chapter couple and so far, no catas-

trophes. 

 

We managed to weave our way thru a packed house to offer 

50/30/20 tickets at the January meeting.  We did notice a couple 

of things:   

1. We need more hands, or less stuff to carry around.  Weôll get 

this worked out very soon to make the distribution and col-

lection of tickets a bit less awkward.   

2. We need to ensure the tickets are with the person who ar-

rives first.  Last month, tickets arrived to the meeting a bit 

later than anticipated. 

3. Getting change in advance would have been smart.  Weôll 

take care of that for next meeting as well. 

4. We enjoyed chatting with everyone.  Your  patience as we 

muddled thru was much appreciated.  

 

We have selected our COY basket (shhhhhh é itôs a secret).  Itôs 

already under construction.  Weôll talk more about it in the next 

meeting. 

 
On the good news front also, Jerryôs bike will soon have a work-

ing CB again.  Believe it or not, itôs been nearly a  year since he 

has had full use of a CB.  Itôs a long story, but thankfully one 

with a happy ending. 

 

We are looking forward to riding, camping, sightseeing, eating, 

telling stories, eating some more, and all of the great times ahead 

of us this year.  Join us at the Texas District Rally in March and 

our own Chapter O Bluebonnet Rally in 

April or the Region Rally in May or 

Wing Ding in July or any of the local 

rides Richard whips up for us in be-

tween.  Weôre planning to be at as many 

as we can..  See you then. 

 

  COYing Around  
             Jerry & Gail Carr  
TX Chapter O Couple of the Year  
                      2009  
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Member Enhancement 
Bill & Nancy Lea 

Senior Master Tour Riders 
#3691 & 3690 

 
It seems like only yesterday that 

we were watching fireworks for 

New Years. Some of you have 

already been on at least four 

rides in January.  Wow!!  What a 

start for a great year ahead of us.  

Personally, since we came back 

from vacation the end of January 

we have been making rally reser-

vations for Region H, Chapter 

Oôs Bluebonnet Rally, Texas District, and Wing Ding (which by

-the-way is half-price as an award for being the ñ2007 Chapter 

of the Year.ò This registration MUST go through Randy or 

Kathy Reese.)  All these rallies and more are mentioned later in 

the newsletter or forms are available online and at the meeting.  

We have penciled in others events that we might be able to slip 

in our schedule and are looking forward to the many rides that 

Richard, Ride Coordinator, will be suggesting and supporting 

nearby chapters at their rallies and/or rides.  GWRRAôs motto is 

ñFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeò and the best way to 

achieve all three is to participate in the fun, experience safety 

training by enrolling in the Levels program that Mike & Debra, 

Chapter Educators, encourage, and gain knowledge by attending 

Leadership Training Seminars, Horizons, and other seminars 

offered on varied topics.  During all this activity you meet new 

friends and renew old friendships and all of a sudden you are a 

part of a very large family that likes to ride Gold Wings. At the 

chapter level participation could 

include one or all of the follow-

ing: going on or leading a ride, 

attending the chapter gathering 

and rally, supporting the staff, 

volunteering when help is needed, 

giving your opinions, positive and 

negative (all are welcomed) and 

sharing ideas and experiences 

during events. 

 

We have mentioned that we will be getting handlebar hangers 

and they have finally come in.  The handlebar hangers are a 

great promotional tool to help us spread the word about how 

great GWRRA is.  Weôre sure you have experienced many ques-

tions about your bike and or travels at a gas station, restaurant, 

rest stop, shopping, or riding to & from work.  These hangers 

can be given out and are a tear-apart post card for prospective 

new member that give an opportunity to receive a free copy of 

Wing World magazine and shows the national web site for fur-

ther information.  Chapter O has added an additional form by 

stapling a card with our meeting place, web  site, and contact 

names on it; this gives a quicker and easier source of informa-

tion. These cards are available at the chapter gatherings or from 

us. (Bill keeps a few in the car and truck just in case he might 

meet someone that is interested.)  Not only will you add a new 

Member to the GWRRA family you will be spreading the FUN 

and enjoyment of belonging to GWRRA. 

It takes all of ñUSò working together to get the job done and to 

make GWRRA the best it can be.  We feel privileged to be your 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators and look forward to 

PARTICIPATING with your to accomplish this. 


